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‘PUBLISHER'S VPTE . 

This is the first volrnne of tbtf Second 
■World War. It contains two parts, which 
were published twice before, but iu two 
separate booklets. This is the first titpe that 
the two booklets ar^prioted together to form 
one volume. 

' / 

The first part describes Hitler’s conquests 
before the actual outbreak of ibt war, carried 
out by blufi, bluster and blackmail, aud which 
brought to bis bag niilselaud, Austria and 
Czechoslovakia. The second part starts from 
Munich and'ttaces the course of the war to 
the miraculous British withdrawal from the 
Jaws of Death at Dunkirk. The special 
future of this book is that besides being a 
blstorical oarrative, it is a commentary of the 
war as a whole. 



Hitler’s War 


PRELUDE 

Hiller came to poxver iuGermaii 3 b> Jenomicing llic 
Versailles Ircatj TheusU the Treity was imposed iipor 
the \ uiRUished by the %ictor, it went bej oud the linimd^ of 
hiuuiu iiistfce IbeTreatj aimed at the vcrmaiieut \icti 
mizatiou of Germany by the \llies The makers of the 
Treat} must ba\e forgotten the fact that no nation can b' 
kept under pernnuent subjection and that cme di> or othet 
the Mngm«bed will rise again and march triumphantly tt 
Tegaiu the prestige and possessions lost in previous battles 
This is % hat has hai pciied to Ocrmaiu 1 he vie ory of th 
Great War might have gone to tiie hea Is of the Allies i s i 
but muiral with etery Mctor and drunk with the gIor> o 
the MClory the} imposed such crushing terms ou German 
as to maim that great tmlitarj nation for ever I hou^u th 
German people bore the hmuihation iiiQn.ted upon them b 
the Treat} of Versailles, the fire of reieuge was kindled i 
e\er} heart and as tune went bj it was slowl} but steadil 
smouldering into a flame aud was waiting for a smtdbl 
occasion to leap out and devour the T reatj that ha 
humiliate I and imposed upon the Germans the War Gmlt 
With the coming of Hiller in German} as the leader of tl 
^>an Psiiy the smouldering embers of hatred of tl 
Versailles Treaty leap* out Into iimumenblc ton;,nes 
flames aud dangerously ihreateued not only to estabhsii 
dictatorial Co\eTiunettt 'll home, bit also Vo ie{Jain I 
prestige of the Gentian Nation and the old German rinpi 
eft rat iclortous battle ogaiust the old euemies 
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^ecUUcl to ’^ork sincerely for cstablt<4hiug a paacehil world, 
anil as if to gjve practical expression to thsir ideas, they 
imposed on ibercselvea the Tesponstbilita of reductiuj their 
armaments with a view to demonstrate their earnestue’ss 
legardius disarmaments Many of the smaller nations of 
Europe rallied round the democratic coiiotries but rhe 
militant’ nations of Europe, Italy and Gefniinj , and the 
Socialist State, Russia, ni^ver concealed tliait dislike of tho 
peace policy of the victors of the Great Waf Here it is to 
be remembered that though Italy was ouc of the victor 
naiiousofthe Great War, she was completely dissatisfied 
•with the wav in which she was belittled bv her “Mlies And 
under the, leadership of MussoUm, Xial> b-gau to develop 'X 
distrust of the good intention-* of her forinor Allies C** 
•sides, she beien to develop bet own indepeudeut policy 
based on the past glory of her ancestor* The Italians 
( began to dream of a new Roman Empire and began to 
realise that Britain and Prance stood in the way of her ex- 
- pansiou and development a first class power in Europe. 
Hence the Italians viewed with suspicion all the peace- 
moves of their foiineT Allies. ' 

Italy Ind l>ecoiue a Fascist State under the Premiership 
of Mussolini who set at naught the democratic principles. 
He -was rapidly arming the Italians and \%ai feeding them 
daily with the hope that Italy would, by the might of her 
arms, seize -the colonies and purely Imlian towns and 
' regions from the French. He also m'lde the Italians 
belie\6that Italy would have an Empire m a short time, 
riiougU Iv\ly sent her lepresentatwi to the Disarmament 
Conferences and showed n desire to study all the peace, 
proposals of the Democracies, she was nciiig with her 
armament programme all the while. As if to forecast the 
-coming events, Masaolmx declared from time IQ time that 
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of aggressiou, the League imposed sanctions on Italy, but 
■with little effect. France was «ot williiis to carry the- 
sanctious to the point of war with Italy, for France could 
not devote her military forces to save Abyssinia when a 
formidably omied Germany was waiting for Ijer opportunity- 
on her Fastern border. And Britain \v3s unwilling to drag 
a reJvctant France with her to engage in a war with Italy 
which might spread to the whole world. Thus Italy found 
two opponents, oue'of whom would not fight and the other 
would uot fight alone. Thus it comeabotit that though the 
League applied its sanctions onitaly it lacked the power to 
enforce it. This emboldened Germany to start her Empire-, 
building adventure. > 

RHINCLANO OCCUPICO 

Ou March 16, 1935, Hitler proclaimed the re-estahUsU* 
meut of general comptjlsory military service for the German 
people. On March 7, 1936 he denounced the Treaty of 
Locarno (which was a nomaggression pact), made pfOpo*» 
sals for an alternative uou-aggressiou pact, and sent 40,000 
troop«rto reocenpy the Rhiuelaud. Tliiswas the hegiuuing 
of Hitler’s War with the Western Denincracie*- 

At Ihvs critical moment France was lullv occupied wittt 
the social revolution which called itself the ‘Front 
Eopulaire'. The agitation for a socialist form of Govern- , 
tneut began some time Iwfore the 1936 elections, and when 
the results were foreseen and an interim Government.with* 
out any real power occupied the scene, Germany seized the 
opportunity of re-militansing the Rhineland. The British 
were concerned ^vilU the Italian conqust of Abyssinia, while 
the French were inierested only In the anticii«led success 
cf the strange combination of Socialists, Communists, and 
Bjdicols at ihe polls. '\'ei that audccious mote of Hiller 
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uhic‘) in other circumstance®, could cert-uiilj hare l>een 
preiented luaihed the turning point of rurop“an cliplomacj 
It IS incredible, looking back, to ^ee how easily it wis 
effected There was virtually no opposition, though it 
was w<*ll known that the Germanswete ready to retreat if 
seTtQiM\ challenged This initial success made Hitler 
l)eh'*i*c two tUiugs The first that Britain would not fight 
under any circumstances and the second, that France could 
not fiL,ht aloue Also the German success undermined the 
pre tue of France in Central Furope Ihe occupation of 
Rhinehiid by Germany cut off France from her European 
proteges, aud Germany rapidly constructed fortifications 
along ^he Siegfried Line 

\uother outcome of tlie impotence of the Western 
Powers to tup German aspirations in the bud was the 
Koine— Berlin asis The Front Popnlaire Goiernmeiit^ 
und'T the leadership of Leon Blum was definitely 
anTl— Fascist , and it broke diplomatic relations with Italy 
liy withdrawing tfie Freucb Ambassador from Rome 
Briii-li attitude towards Italy regardiug sanctions alienated 
her fn*mlship with tfiat country, with the result that Italy 
went to the German camp 

Lite hirih of the Rome Beihu axis was a great triumph 
to Euler It made his way clear to the louged for 
\usirian Anschluss Who pretented Hitler from annexing 
■Vusun tu 1934? It was Mussoltiui who marched his 
troop> to tue Brenner Pass that stopped tne German agg- 
ression By joining the German camp MiissoUni had 
allowed Hitler a free hand not only in Austria, biitaUoin 
tI>e\vUole of I astern Europe The Rome Berlin axu. gave 
y.te'il impetus to the German people to couUime uudaun ed 
Bn-'piTs sdi^satoK 
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THE SPANISH INTERLUDE 

In the hitter the j'ear 193t> Cix’il War broke out 

in Spain. At iHat time Spain iias ruled bj' the * Fronte 
Popular Government’ which was a twin brotlier of the 
Front Popnlaire Government* in France. It was very 
coniDiouly l)Cliei*ed that the Franco rebellion was greatly 
supported by Germany and Italy, while the Spanish Govern* 
m^nt had the support of Soviet Russia. In France the 
inavses favourably reacted to the Spanish trouble. They 
wanted the French Government to actively help or inter- 
vene in tlie Spanish Civil War .on the side of the Spanish 
Oovennncnt. They thought that the Spjnlsb War, was 
a duel between the forces of Fascism and Communism, and 
as suth it was the duty of the French people to help their 
political < oTeligionists. In addition, l-reiicbmen in any 
case, w«j»)d be deeply affected t>y any dramatic events In 
Spam, ns tint racial and cuUnral tics between the two people 
are secular and of very great stieogth. 

I have deal| Su detail about the German aijd Italian iu. 
tervemiou in Spain in my book "The Spanish War 
and Who Made it ? ” Here it only requires to be men- ^ 
lioneil ih.it Hitler ivsnted to take the best advantage of the - 
Spanish hituiiliou to diag France into a war France was 
hopeles.'.ly divided and was unprepared militarily to rneet a 
German attack. .And again the conclusion oi Rome Berlin 
nxisdi.id strengthened the Fascist-Front to attack France. 
Hitler’s move was to drag France iutoauar when that 
s country was least prepared for any fighting. 

^1. Leon Blum, the Socialist Prime Minister of France, • 
did not allow himself to be swamped by the zeal and* 
ardour pf his troops though be shared the enthusiasm of 
»>,e „»ople to the fullest extent M. BJu,„ was a Socialist 
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and an elcq-u^ct p?i > His <>tatesmauship N%as 

never Vfo-e put to ibete^* When the occasion came to 
try his Statesmanship he creditably aMlhstood the test I 
should saa that in this cijsis the statesman triumphed oVer 
the Socialist M Bhjra gnsped the rcalitj ol the Spanish 
trouble 1 bough he did not complctels discredit the 
popular conception of the Civil War as a duel between the 
forces of Fascism and Communism he did not accept the 
popular notion fnllv He knew that what the people 
believed was only ** half truth in reality Germany ^and 
'•Iialj were endeavourmR to force hrance to range behind 
the Madrid Government and if he submitted to the popular 
demand he would be only pla>iug Hitler’s, game 

M Blnra taking courage in lus hands declared 
aeuttahtj though ne knew fall well that the pohci of 
nentrahiy was beae wi h maiiv lingers lies des he 
appealed to all other irttons to foil >v\ the lead gi\en by 
France \Viih tlie <\ceplton of Germauj and ItaU all the 
other uitiotis ‘'Ctepied the hrencli proposals 6rst 
Italy assnraed a don t care altiuide to the hreiich proposals 
hut alter soni* reflections she came round to accept the 
French proposals. Mus^ol ni is a realist he perceived 
clearly the drtiigeis, uvolved in aasumuig a den in* attitude 
and openly ranging lehiud Franco and t recipiiatiug -i 
World Mir Italy could not aflo'd to run the ris.!. oE ri 
Furopeau war a a tici* when 300 000 of irr troops were 
locked up in ^bysainiau fortresses 

Hetp Hi ler was ini.hned to go on with the *^pamsh 
advenuiie Fn he chiefs, or the Reichswehr intervened 
and reminded him that the German army despit** its 
intensive re orgfujsat on was not yet in i fit state to cop® 
with a po enhnl coahUOD *lhey pointed out to him tha^ 
as Italy had a''<.epted the Bmm plan Germany would be 
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greatly ^\eake^e(\ if she stdofl alone. Hitler accepted the- 
' French proposals and a few hours later issued his decree 
introducing two year’s military service to all German- 
people. ' . * ' 

Unfortunately the Blum plan did not run its full 
course. Italy and Germany uiolaled the neutrality agree- 
nient and steadily supplied the auti-Reds with armaments 
and services. The continuous violation of the neutrality 
agreement led M. Yvon Delhos, the French 'Foreign 
Minister, to utter a grave warning. He said that the French 
nation had a right to demand of Italy and ^Germany hou'^ 
those two nations made non intervention a mockery'. He 
' said that uoii'interveution was n measure observed by the" 
ones and violatetl by the others. 

Strangely enough Prance coitld do no more than ghe 
a wnrultig. In Eugtaud. the Chamberlam Government Iind 
embarked ou n programme of appeasement of the dicta- 
tors. This sealed French freedom oml Prencli prestige i»* 
Europe. 

The Spanish Civil War had nn lUternaiioiial aspect. 
The battle cries of Comnimiism and Fascism, hoiveter 
unreal in Spain itself, were full of meaning to the foreign 
nitsiliaries on both sides. Italian Fascists .mid Gennin 
Nazis fought in the insurgent ranks; and on tlic 'Goiern- 
ment side were Uussian Coiiiiutini<,ts. German anti Nazis 
and Italian nuti-Fnscists. Smaller group.s of syiuiwthiser.s ' 

' from several countries were lo 1>e fouml m both camps. 
Thus vStwin'liad bcccme the Iwttle field of rival*- political 
ideologies. The {Spanish War ivas almost a Eiuot^eau 
Civil War. lint it is «oilh notiiiR here that the ixjrson 
mainly responsible for imparting this iiniver-,j) or ideoJo. 
gical aspect to the {'pauish War was. Uyoud doubt, Herr 
Hitler. 
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The ' null BoKhex Coiipcv uaJ I ecu strong iti 
Natioml Socialism fro j the mrt Du'-mg the two 

years of the regime i* was direc*ei prjn against 
Coiuimimsts tn Germans, the-eafter it was directed against 
Coinnnmism abroad W ith the signing of the Russo* 
German Pact in l')3S HMcr has npiiareutJv dropped the 
‘ anti Bolshesik corip)e\ hut it carnot be taken for 
granted that Herr Hitler has once for all merged National 
bouali«Tn with Communisiu Though the Russo German 
Pact ss as a move to tUs art efforts of the Western Powers 
to encircle Germany, It was not an attempt to cement the 
t VO ideologies Hiller has gtieii credence to this view 
when he emphasised the point more than once in his 
sp“eclies, saying that 10 spite of the Kusso German Pact 
Gennauj remains Naai >nd Russia remains Committiist 

Ihe 1 ranco Russian lact signed in 1935 increased the 
‘antiBolsheiJk ' complex in Germany, When France 
Mewed \ iih alarm the rap d mihtansaiion of Germany by 
Herr Hitler she uiiiteJ Russia to cordiide a mutual 
as«istance treaty with her Russia agreed and the Pact was 
signed HuIt thought that the Franco Russian co opera-- 
Uion was a raoae to encircle Cennany and to thwNrt her 
ambitious in Eastern Europe Hence he embarked on a 
policy of attacking Co nmunlsm abroad I he bpanish War 
pronded a first rate opportnuiii Jn lierping hranco’s 
rebelhon Herr Hitler fancied that he was cnishing the 
oragou of Comnuunsm n Spapi Again u ga\e him an 
opporluiuty to try the aalour of his pilots and the efficiency 
of his plines 

pranco’s success lu the Ciail War proved beyond 
^ doubt that German Military power was the best in Furope*- 
Thts emboldened Hitler *o annex Austria Ihe British 
' aliunde towards the Spanish \\^^t coniinceJ Hitler that' 


JJriiain would not httifter liis unnexjnc Austria. The 
Chni«l>erla?n Govemmcut waoted n victory fof Franco. 
Tills wns not liccaiKe that the British mllnf; class was in 
favour of Natisni. but because U was deadly asainst 
Coinmunlsiu. The rtriers of Britain could nof stomscli 
even the Idea of n shadowy form of a Conitnunlst State 
cxlsltuK OH their neighbour. Tlios British neutrality in the 
Spanish Civil War was morally beuehtial ]to Franco as 
well as to Hitler. ■ 

TOWARDS AUSTRIA 

While the nttrntiou of the world w’as drawn to the 
Spanish Civil War Hitler prepared for the Anschluss. 

The annexing of Austria by Herr Hitler done 

in a day. Thotigh the actual marching of' the German 
troops into -“Vustrin was cflecie^ within a fe\< hours, the 
'preharatioii for the event of annexing the country began 
even befo« Hitler liecanie the dictator of Germany. A 
casual reading of Hitler’s .Ife/u will reveal* 

to the reader that oue of the greatest desires of 
Hitler was the uniting of Austria with Germ.'uiy. Again. . 
when he becnime the I.eader of the Nori Party he included 
the ' Union of .Austria with Genuany * as one of the chief 
turns of the Party. If one remembers how Hitler, when he 
was a boy. felt lii-s position of belonging to neither Austria 
nor Geniiaiiv as tiie result of his being born just on tbe 
Au^'iro-Gernian border, one' can easily comprehend his 
keen desire to unite these two intion^, speaking the same 
language, folloiviiig nearly the sSme customs and manners* 
Again, Hhler luu&t have ibonght' that by uniting .Austria 
with Germany he would be effacing the hutfiiliatiou he, 
suffered in liis childhood. From more than one view point 
Tlitter was detennined to absorb Austria into the Reich. 



Uuu‘h‘iMewtnminilh«‘Hido« elabnraie plan^ for th- 
de^trcc lon of ParUane i ar> Government in Austria He 
<*nthts agents, to Austria as earlj as 19*^2 10 ortam'^e and 
develop a strong l^azi Parts' that couutrs He ins ructed 
hi., agents to follow the same methods he followed m 
Germans to destros the Social Democratic Parts In that 
countrs But for th“se preliminan preiarations Hitler 
would not have succeeded in anne'ciiig Austria in 19*18 

I believe that I an justided in maViin, a diversion 
h*re To me it s^ems that to uuderstafid Hiller s efforts to 
ann-'x A.Ua*na one should go back some iwentv vears to 
l-am the birth of the Austrian Republic I can SbSjire ms 
leade s that a little endurance on their part to hear the life 
s ots of the Austrian Republic will re vard them bs bruigiiip 
to them facts \ hich w:oul I not oul) give them an insight 
into the affairs of the hr i free countrv wl i h fell a victuii 
to Nazism but also tell Ui-m tae interesting siory of a 
j little nation wh ch struggled m vam to le** I a free 1 ft 

5 AUSTRIA STRUGGLtS 

I 

Li lie Austria with its si\ million population was tlje 
\Teal heir to the glories of the Austro Hungarian Monarchy 
As the old Mouarebs cnnubled down after the Great War, 
t “ masses of Vienna look into their owu liands the reiu« 

^ of Goveniroent which fell into them almost without efforts 
The labt of the Alls lan Monarchs Kuri was a very weak 
ruler aud <o the inas«.ea dU\ not find it very difficult to- 
fo ce bun to lenouflCe his power The Emperor tlijukiug 
that the wisest way to save the couuliv from a bloody 
Civil W ar was to yield to the demauds of the masses 
’ renounced his n„ht to govern the country Thus the 
* 1 povyer fell into the hands of the Social Democrats who 
’ vvi h th* CO operation of moderate Cler cals took over the- 


14 


admicistiafion' oI Hie «ew 'Austricn ; State— llie little 
Austiiao Kepulilic. ^ - 

When tbe Great War was over statvatiou stared the 
little Atistriau Republic id the face. The sorroundiug new 
States. Czechoslovakia. Jugoslovia. and Hungary following 
the law of self-preseT\*ation clung to what they'had and 
Tcfiised to help .■Austria in any \tay. Nahirally Austria 
looked towards the German Republic which came into 
being at the close of the war for support. Germany also 
was starring hut her condition was not so bad as that Of 
Austria. This was the time when the question of Anschluss 
cropped ;jp. The demand for Ansclilitss, until then 
the monopoh of a handful of P.aa Gerwniis, became a 
popular cry. Tbe^lemand for Anschluss was nothing but 
a desperate watl When the little Repnblc found th.n bet 
neighbours were deterniined to starve her to .death she 
decided to join hands with tbe German Republic. The 
surtotinding countries 'were alarmed at this move for they 
knew well that .if Germany would acquire the rich resour- 
ces of Austria and an additional population of six mtlKoii 
people, she would have lost tbe war only to goiii the xieace, 
arid would emerge, after some thne, potentially far stronger, 
than ever. Again the Anschluss would throw open to 
Germany the gateway to the Knsi bitch a development 
would not be a happy conclnsion of the war from the point 
of view of the victor nation^. Therefore the Rnleiile* 
Stales In consultation svitb tbe Western Powers decided to 
feed the Austrian Kepoblic so that she might exist ns a 
scp.trale State So .^iHtiian relief-work began, and p.ir.ill<*l 
with Its progrcs-, the propaganda for Anschluss lost 

Tcnliry. 

liven in l‘J3J, when Germany came under the heel of 
■ilitlcr, support for umcn with that country dwindled to an 
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inaiKtiificant miuority of Austriflus. Not only the Catholics 
Nsho foimcii the Go^eTDraent and the Hcim\vehi*Fascists 
v7ho supported them, but every one of the opponents of 
Government, including the Social-Democrats who reaularly 
scored forty percent of the votes at elections, cried “ No “ 
to any idea of a union with Hitler Germany. * This clearly 
points out that though Ansltia wanted to join Germany to 
save herself from starvation, she was not willing to sacri- 
fice her feedom so long as she could exist as a prosperous 
and free nation. 

. By captunhg power lu Austria the Social Democrats 
.were able to establish a Republican Government ; to put it 
more plainly, they were' able lo set up a Parliamentary 
>»>stem of GoTerument. The real power slipped into the 
hands of the Clericals, though the Socnlrsts formed the 
largest single patty in Parliameut. The> always remained 
in Opposition. The Social Democratic Party was led by 
Otto Bauer, the best bram then tn Austria 

Ignaz Seipel, the prelate, became the first Chancellor 
of the Austrian Republic and held power in bis own hands 
till the year 1929. Idonsigiiorc Seipcl was the second best 
brain in Austria. He was more conning and crafty than his 
contemporary, Otto Bauer. He wa^ the political brain- 
centre of the Catholic Church. Though he observed rigid 
personal asceticism, be had overweening political ambitions. 
He showed relentless hostility towards hi‘v<cpponents, the 
Social-Democrats. This quality earned for him Ibe’tule 
The Cardinal Without. Mercy Among the Austrian 
masses he vwas known as '* Auirichelieu ", -Austria's 
Richelieu. ^ 

From the beginning Aulnchelieu was against the 
* ower of the masses. ^He could not openly revolt against 
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■Republican Defence Corps orgauised by the Sndahsts. 
Under the patronage of the diauceUor the Hejtnrvehr grew 
to bs a potverful militafy organisation to counteract tiie 
forces of Socialism in Anstrla. 

r When Mussolini established a, Totaljtrigu Stal* in 
Italy lu 1923 , the Heimtveher roovemeiu 111 Austria gamed 
momentum.’ TUongli MussoHni had said more than once 
that Fascism was not an article of export, he was wiliimj . 
to help the Austrian reactionaries to crilrh the Socialists 
and their organisation. He supplied money for the arming 
of reaction in Austria. Fascisnt nas a new experiment tu 
Europe, and as such the eyes of all countries in Central 
Europe turned towards Italy to watcli the leaderslhp of 
Mussolini, The vociferous deuuciatiou of the Versailles 
Treaty, the iuiroduclion of military irnuuug the bomba''tic 
speech of the Jbice, and the promise of air Empire to the 
’■Italian paopte, and a threat to the boviei Uniou, all these 
convinced Uie rulers of the Balkan States that Italy under 
the U'ldership of Mussolini was becoming a power to 
reckoned with in Europe. Again, ambitious politicians hI^ 
o\er Europe ‘'desired to mutate the Italian dictator. lu 
Austria, the Clericals yvbo were deadly against. the power 
of the masses, showed great enthusiasm in accepting tiie 
‘ advice 'of 5 In^so!im to pul down ‘Red Awstrin Tliey 
supported, by men and money, the development of re- 
actionary private armies ill the country and were looking 
forward to the day when Austna would become a Fa^ti^-t 
State under the dictatorship of a priest-politician. The 
Clencals had high hopes about Monsignore Setpel and 
cetlainly he did not fail them. 

Monsigndre Seipel collected around him poluTcrl* 
adventurer:, hko Prince Starhemberg, Major Emil Fey, au I 
encounged them either to lead the Austrian— Fascisfi. or 
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to orRnnise p^i^*3te njllttary bodies lliat would be oseftil to 
put down the power of the inas'^es. Prince Starheinbcrg. 
who is now fiRlitiuG Hitler from Urltnin’s ^idc, is a purely 
political ndventtjrer and he was quilt williog to help 
Br. '?cipel in his maclitiiatlons against the masse}, of 
Austria, ■* 

Prince Starheniberg i< an aristocratic, good-looking 
and %'ery intelligent Austrian. He owned thirteen castles 
and had a standing privAtc army knowtJ by iho name 
*‘ Jaeger BattaUoMs”. UU Hfe has a toinaatic background.. 
It is said that when as n dieVc boy, he got hinisa^f mixed* 
up in AdoU Hitler’s *’_fiecr-bouse Putsch " of 1923, and 
thus challenged ’’death light-lwartedly. In accepting the 
offer of Dr. Seipel he nndertook the responsibility of 
conducting an armed revolt against the Socialist Party in 
Austria. 

Major Emil Fej* was' a narrowminded, courageous, 
es-soldier. who organised the gangs of Vienna toughs' nnd 
put them into grey uniforms to destroy the power of the 
\ masses. Another disgruntled lawyer. Dr. Welter Pfriemer, 
who was a Pan-German Austrian, raised a private army 
with the sole purpose of effecting a' ‘March on Vienna’, 
just ns Mussolini did in Rome, to pave a way for a Nazi 
dictatorship. This lawyer hoped not only to crush the 
power of the nTasses, but also to drive away the Qiericals 
from the Government. In north Tyrol another private 
army came into being under the leadership of one Dr. 
Steidle. All these private armies constituted the strength 
'Of reaction In Austria, and it was with the assistance of 
these private nnnies that Mgr. Seipel decided to strike at 
‘ Red Austria’. 'During thecyears when he held power -in 
Austria he was trying to destroy the Republic. Thongh 
he could not achieve his object in his life time., his 
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aisdples. Dr. Engelliti! DolUitsB,^ nrf Dr. Kurt von 
Schuschnise completed the work he had ktt undone. In 
iiKtice it must be said that Dr. Seipel’s forcniuucrs overdid 
the work the prelate set to them by sacrificing the trcedoin 
oi their country. 

The injustices meted out to the uoihets by the Seipel. 
Government angered them. On many occasions they 
demonstrated against the Government, out the Government 
did not pay any attention to sitch things. Here It is to be 
remembered that although the Sociahst Parly was the 
largest pary in yie Austrian Parbament it was constantly 
kept out of office by (lie indomitab’e courage and great 
statesmanship of Seipel. He drove the Socialists into the 

opposition and held the reins of Go\<rumem m hss own 
hands 

' The first major fight between the Socialists and the 
Reaciioiune< occurred in 1927. Earl> in July a Socialist 
procession %v«s fired upon by the Heimwehr for no reason. 
On the 13ih of Jnl) tbe offenders were brought to trial 
tiefore a packed jnr>. Bm to ihe great surprise and 
^ bilmibatron of the raasie<, tbe offenders, or sa> tbe killers, 

; were acquitted. Tins injustice resulted in mass demonstra- 
tions b\ the workers in the cuj of Vienna on the Ifilh of 
JuK, The workers iufonated by the cla&s injuslice shown 
them by the Goverraent were bent upon relahation. This 
again dtvelopetT into a street fight between the masses find 
'the 'HeiiriuebT. The Government, instead of suppressing, 
"the riots armed tbe Heimwehr ami allowed them a free 
hand In dealing ^\Jth the workers. The police stood by 
nn(4 watched the killing. This incident of July 15, was a 
treat Iruiniph for tbe forces of reaction. It al»o opened th?: 
eyes oE the masses to the fact that the Ausirnn Go\ermnent 
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to destroy th- 1 irlnin'^ntoT^ 

of Go^e^umeI1t. 

Ii *1929 Seipel was succeeded hy Dr Johannes ''choSec 
a= ll.e Chancellor of AnaUia Scliof er was a Pan Oe-raan. 

nnltf he had liacd he would haae become a proimoent Kan 

Botins hia Chancllorship Non lumicnce began lo be felt 

moreinAnstin Hitler had alreadj *001 hia agents to Atistno 

toorcanise a Nan party there Among the Hemiwehr 
leaders there were dtlfeteiices One sought the assbtnnce 
of tti- German Nans miotbet of the Italian Foscists, amt 
still another of the Anstnan Clericals. Thus os the J ears 
■uent , the ^'*2* influence seemed t6 he iisnig while the 
the Fascist and Cletical roflnenee stemetl to be on the 
decr-ase When tlie Scliobet Goveiiimeiit fclhaftero lew 
liiou'tJs of gMstence the Vaugoiil Stathemberg Cabinet was 
formed This Cabinet was Pro German am! dnrun, this 
tmic Hitler made a aenolis attempt to capture power in the 
Anstnan Pathament thtotigli the Ansmati Naei Patty. 
Silarheinlitirs was willing to help the Gennau Nan Leader, 
niidlie united th- German I>iitscli eapetl, Pohst to go to 
Austria to piepsce the Heimwehr for staging a Naat 
revolution Uofolttinatel> the plans were hnowti earlier 
and the Western Powers issued a warning which \atigoin 
fatailietulurg Cabinet dared not disregard I tins Hitlers 
first attempt to aiinew Austria h) means ol a Nan reiollt 
Ilou failed 

In I le election Uie Socialifsts asifcual gointUt^c 

lnfse«t mimlwr of seMs in ib<. Paclnmeiit Also there was 
a ditfereuce between the TjibCissl und Nan ^.roups m tht 
Heimwehf >n<l Jl ^eenlel that the ie'icUoinf> Clerical 
Ct verumc u woiiU be force^l to resifcn EiMiiR to 
'<iocioli‘it- to the Ooveton ent 1 he Socnlism demand 
' «l T d -olttion but the then LlniKelloi, U- Uiiresch,. 
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TcsiSued, Miice in s. a'o oma it-illy voslponed ih- uotvou 
i for di>;soUitJon The CbancelJOrs inoine nas to f,am ume 
to ‘ectJte the <5iijpoit of the Heirowehr Into the phce of 
X)i Buresch -stepped Engelbeii Dollfu-?*? a*, the Dhancelfor 
of U e At stTtau Repnhtic 

THE NAZI PUTSCH 

\\ h-n t>r r)ollfu«>s became Chancellor, Aublna \v^s 
‘ bta bog townrd<5 a financial bankruptcy Therefore hf> 
6i<ii move was to seane a loan from the Western Powers 
AUliough Germany was herself bankrupt and could not 
render tny lielp to \«slna she claimed the tight to inter 
fere j.n the affair This set Dolluss against Germany 
Th* \\ cstern 1 owers granted the loan to DolUtrs^ 'inCl not 
to th» ^U'striau Republic U Britain and Pnnee had 
ifts sted that the loan would be printed only to tbe Austrian 
Pepubhc “^aud hal rcserted the tight to intervene m the 
ttlfaiis of Ausirn '*s soon as that country changes the 
Patlnmeniarj ssstem ofGoiernmeu Austria would have 
bt^u sa-reil Bin the Western Powers did not de»m it 
tetessar) to com ml tbcmsehes in Ceolnl Eiirop* The 
Western Powers gave the loan Austria demanded and asked 
Afii ohm to plai 111® policeman in watching over Ausltiaa 
in''^pendeiice 

Hiis was « golden oppoitumtj tor th'^ Hue c to stnke 
at e Sociahsls 111 Austria He supplied Dollftisb with the 
nece^sflr> an,i^ ^nd plans to deslroy the Austrian Republic 
B Bollfuss was enanoured at the parental guidance of 
Missoljm and b-gau the task set to him by the Italian 
dictrtor In l <>13 Boll!u»s> Tbohsheil the 1 arliameut and 
, Veame the dictator of Austria 'Iheu he armed the 
Heitn\ ehr fli I el to them the task of destroving the 
^ Sic 1 '^is and U ejr oTrams?tious The Heitnwehr re poud 
\ ed cxcell- UK t h- claiion c IJ of the khaucellor did 11 1 
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fronikr and ^ize th* ground l^vond. tti- mQn..MJ! 

theltaUans left the Urenner. Czeclioslnvcakn aUo 
prepared loinshher troop? in tbc dircTLtion orVieimtto 
bccure defensive position against a Xari Invasion, lliitcr, 
\\tien clAllengcd by the combined forces of Italy, Jo^'OhIk* 
v'm-and Czechoslovakia darcil not go forward with !u- 
plau of invading Austria; but the Austnau ’Xaz:', cinted 
out the Putsch which resulted in the deatii of Dr DolIf’.t**s. 

The Kazi Pnt«ch of July 1934 djd uot succeed. In* 
Putschists could do nothiug more than enteriug the IIoum? 
of Parliament and killing I)ol!fns«. Thei could tint 
capture power in Austria. Ihev expected Hiller to in\ ttle. 
Austria and make the Putsch a success. But Hiller could 
not invade Austria due to the opposition oftlieltnlnn 
dictator. Thas the second attempt of Hitler to ouu'-.’t 
Austria failed. I ' 

The Palschlsus were captured h\ tlie Govermn“tir 
troops and ssere tried for high treasou. The trial revealeil 
the German complicity in the Putsch It revealed nuirc 
than that; it exposed the imnieroubGermnu plots to deslrnv 
’ Ati<'ttia, and also established the f.*ci that the K.iri risau 
of July was uot an isolated incident, but il w.as one 
directed from Berlin. All nltcuipts by Germany to csta* 
bbsh her innocence were futile. A{ the trhl proofs, were 
prchluced of a plot dated July 1933 for 20,000 Bavarian 
troops to march ou Vienna in .support of n Nazi rising 
In October 1933 another Putch plot was discussed iu 
detail nuder the chairmanship o! Rohm, one of the closer'- 
associate'^ of Hiter, who was- shot by Hitler huns-J^ 
in 1934. 

' * the TREGEOY or SCHUSC^^N|GG 

\\-xm\on^cliusclituK, who succeeded DoIUiks as the 
Chancellor of Austria, made a hold step to put down th'>» 



ibe JJiVe tolitiug'hjm -x clofci -vnd fnuer tie bC- 
vreen ibe t^o cotimries, be v,as stjrp'i->ed nnd pj 7 zJeil to 
be'XT Mwssohni commanding him to «“ttle i\ith Gernuny 
Hg suggested that the Austrian Cbincellor should enter 
into a fneudK agreemeut with Hitler and warned the 
Chancellor that if he resisted he would he alone to 
defend his couuttN agani'st a Nazi invasion 

There was no ^llernall\o for the Austrian Chaimellor 
■He subiciUed wUhont even a protest, for he dared noi. gam 
the displeasure of the man who help“d him to crush the 
Socialists and to maVe him dictator of Aii-,tt^a Agom,*!? 
Schitschn t>g had resisted he Would have onlv espo-.ed his 
count!) to a Nan, as well a^ n hasci&t invatiou Unoer 
the cjrcnnis auces Br ^huschuigg decided to appease the 
d •'tato's and made himself read> for sT^nuu h s ?ni h « 
countt) 's death warrant 

riie Aubiro-fierman Atteemeni was signed n the 
Spring of ia 3 (^ ^isonhng to this aj,Teemen CFe^many 
ORteed to recognise the mutual i uteres of the \ o 
Gerniamc States Gernnin and Aiisi.»ifl ami to pit on 
'■ecoid Germanv’s Tecognilioii of the so ereij my of Anstna 
and h'T pledge that she would not mt'^rfere jii An ria's 
lOletnal affairs At ihe bame time ’lulc’' w uitfd Dr. 
Schuschiiigg to allow Nazi OTk.auisatioiJs n h started m 
Aitslna and lift the ban on his I ook Kampf the 

Nazi Bihl** which contained bitter ailacLs on Austrian 
imiependence Al«o, Dr SchusChmgy wis no lo tol“tflt'c 
■'uy cnticicn of the Hitler Tegtiue m auy part of Aus'r'a 
on the pi itfoTju or ;« the Press Over aud ahoie all these 
conditions Dr. bchoscUnigg was lo taV-e two prominent 
■Nazis 111 his C.»biuct One was Dr Guili ‘^Onmdr 
^ecietoty, wrtts* Herr \oo Tap^n h ra\ed 
SchusAn t.r in I-Aniatx into th" fiml Iisa^t-i; ot tbe 



vnu to Hitler u» Berclite^gada i 7ae other ^a^sGIasu 
\‘^d Horvteitait, who on\raieiil! 1038 landed lu Vienna 
from Berlin to bring to the Cbiticellor of the country to 
which he had when an oath of an ultiinatura fros-J 

the Chancellor of Gertuaiij coupled with the nittmation of 
the forthcoming iut aaioii •• f 

B> accepting the terms of Hitter and taUnk the aboae 
mentioned two ^azls in his Cabinet Dr Schucchnigg 
decreed the doom of Austrian fndepeudence The tvfo 
Nazis entered the Cabinet not to help the Chancellor to 
protect his country, hut to wreck the coiiti,ry making the 
the Ciianeellor a pawn in the game 

When we go back audt make a minute exaniiuatton of 
Austrian affairs, we cauoot Imrcome to the couclusioa that 
the Austrian’ Chancellors from Seipel down to Dr 
SchuscIiDigg murdered and imprisoned the masses to feed 
the Clericals and Fascist* B> destroMog the power of 
the masses which was represeuted*b> the Socialist Part}, 
the Chancellors dug the grate of Austrian independence 
If ihci had accepted the offer of the Socialists to defend 
th^^couiitrj against n German aggression thej would hare 
been able to keep the \nstriin ling flying lu \ letuia to day. 
The haired of the masses who were the pillarj, of the 
country, and who formed the majoniy of the population, 
drots the Clerical Chancellors into the Fascist camp, and 
thu» hurried them and their little country towa-ds their 
doom 

And what wa*. the British Goternment dome about 
all these ’ 

Let uoone think thM the Vational Goteninient of 
Bntiin did uothtiiE Mr Ede. presented h.s fa„o»j 
questionnnre to Gennanj, psttng Hitler the ii,o,t embar- ( 
n^sms qtie.tious ahoi t hit rolir itione -toinrds Aiisma. 



Hitler bad tb$ audacity to tell the British Goverumeut that 
Dr. Schuschnlgg hart only sigued a genrtemairs agreetueut 
\vith him and that he was not going to do anything furtlier 
in the mailer. Strangely enough the British Grjj'ernnient^^ 
was quite •ujUsGed with the answer of the German 
Chancellor. The German Chancellor really seemed to 
have been embarrassed bj* the impudent questions of Mr. 
Eden and must have asked the nrilish Premier to remote 
Mr. Eden from the Foreign Office. Mr, Chamberlain 
assured Hitler that he would see to that the Fuhrer’s request 
was granted.' Of course, Mr. Chamberlain kept bisword, 
for Mr. Eden was forced to resign shortly after his 
questioning Hitler. 

Now events moved rapidly in Austria. Under the 
protection afiotded by the 1936 Agreement, Nazi o^anjsa- 
' tions spxaug up like mashrooms m Austria, and tbonsands 
of people joined them. Even among the police there was a 
good number of Karls. Resides, the Nan Cabinet Ministers- 
did everything in their power to encourage and help the 
Nazis to openly revolt against the AiKtrinn Government. 
These NaZi Ministers gave thir comrades in Austria to 
understand that the Austro-German •agreement was nothing 
mtre than a trick to hide the real motives of Germany. 
They said that Hitler was plaomng an invasion hnd when 
the time would come tUe> should be ready to play their 
parL Such encouraging advices emboldened the Austrian 
Nazis to openly set at naught the laws of the Austrian 
Government. The Nan salute was no more a secret, the 
Swastika armlets and banners appeared everj’where, and 
the Nazi parades began to be more frequent than before. 

dt seeias that Dr. Suchschnigg had failed to understand 
the men who suKOuuded b\m. Ke itemed to trust the two 
ministers in his CablueL He failed to notice that thej 
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'^cir nnJ?r tbe piy '»! Hitler oad were ‘i*cfcll> plottins to 
Ktrav Inin 'A lifo be fouud that the \u«;trnn Xaris were 
•icccdinr the Junt'*i lu Ihett ftiiti Atutniii activitic« h* 
'•emed fb teih^ the renlitj of the RiH’i»ton Thotfjbt' 
wavatiiile too li’e he dctemilued fo putdonti lh“ 
fi'-mce t\ilh nn Irou hand. He isttieJ i cbrtori cal! to tM 
I atberhnd Trout the only lelbblc defence orRanisation 
.0 th" eouHtrj under the Chattcellor'i direct controf to help 
him to rt-* dow II the 'fazi rioter*:. The ‘ I ttherjind Trout’ 
TcRponded chctrfulJi to the call of the lender and tvas able 
to pul down the Naain Note HitlerttlirotiRb his ayents to 
Atis'na, inttrvic'cd fns Ao*tnaD subjects to lie low for nocie 
tine riiese irtiruaioiis were earned out to the terj letter 
end for tosi* ti ne il seemed that Dr. **iichtclinigr had for 
once ae»ed widely 

Hiller IS not a uiau to he so easily defeated He had 
Alreadj uiAde bis plans for aonesiog Austna He had also 
laid a trap for Schuschnigg. Now he began to worh ex 
ploitint, tothc fullthe Attstnnti Chancellors weak, point'^ 
his Catbohcism Hitler sent Herr ton Ptpan the roost 
Jutnguiog jioluiciau the Earth has ever produced, and 
commanded him to bring Dr bcliushnigg lo Berchtetgaden 
^on Papm had known Hitler tbo well to oppose or disobey 
his orders He knew that if he failed to bnug- the head of 
Si.bu«i.haiiig6 to Hitler, he would lose bis instead. Thus 
haring no other alternatire Init to obe> the tilest hypocri- 
tical pohticiou of the world set to dig the grave of 
Schiincbuigg and Australian independence 

Meanwhile Dr Scbiiscbnigg had djscoiered the 
famous Tais Plan When the police raided a Nazi Party 
office in January 1938,8 document under the signature of 
>^udolf Hess the Tuhrer s deputy, was found Tbe«locu 
men revealed a plan for the overthrow of the Austrian 
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?,oveTniuent b> tJie N-izje. The docrnien: con nmtit 

instructioiiv from Rudolf to Leopold ai d t\yi> 

notoriou<> Austnati Nati't, lo the effect that edrh in Aptil 
ihaj shoiiM bcRin setting the hw at defiance Tne> were 
to start emploime tlie forbidden Nan salute, should hoist 
theSnasiika bannerb should wear the Swastika armlets, 
and should seize public bmidmgs as part of a geueraf 
Putsch The Austrian N-azis were also Riacn to imletsta^m - 
that ur the meanwhile Hitler would order a huge irmy 
to march to the Aiislrian border on the pretext of holding 
manoeutres He would wait for the first opportmutv to 
see one Auslnaa Nazi wounded in Austrian soil when he 
would invade that country under the excuse of ‘•topping^ 

“ German people killing Germans.’* 

T)r Schubchnigg was determined to expose t^io lavs 
Plmtotlie world, but Hiller brought to bear tremenJotie 
P’xssvre on the Austrian Chancellor willi the restiU that 
the document was temperonly supptes^ed and \ sillj 
story wasgiseu out It was at this triticd nomeat \on 
^ Papan came to Vienna with fresh lustruciions from Hitler. 
Von Papan told Dr Scbuscbnigg that Hitler v as ranch 
embarrassed regarding the Tavs Plan and fae desired to 
have a fneiidlv talk With bmi to settle the differences 
between the two German States and that hs wanted to 
assure persoiialty his determination Jo respect Austha’s 
independence as agreed tn 193G Dr, Schuschmgg could not 
l«!lieve Von Papali, but bis close friend Guido Scfam dt, 
•Austin’s Poieign Mim!,ter, reinforced Popau’s argument, 
b> teUlug the Chancellor; whom he was betraying, that be 
should not miss that gcMen opportunity to meet Hitler ui 
'imk spitlu; "J?, 'lute dtffterteiices’iifdtweeu 'fnem Tie 
also added that d personal,' heart to heart, talk with the 
C eat German Leader would enable Ihtm to eastab'lish a 
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closer and lasting relation between the two German States. 
The Austrian Clinticellor was easily deceived into believing 
his Foreign Minister. Now be decided upon the fatal 
course of visiting Hitler in Berciitesgadeu. 

On Saturday, February 12th, 1938 Dr. Scliuscbuigg 
accoiiipamed b3' Vou Papan and bis Foreign Minister ueni’ 
to iiitenitw Hiller. His uund was not quite at ease. He 
informed Great Britain. Italy and France about the projec- 
ted journey two days before, but he was told by all those 
three nations that he was the best judge of Austrian affairs 
and that he would he a better judge of all his .ictious. This 
^meaut nothing but*3ettinB the little Jtepubllc to bedevoured 
by the Nazi dragou Thus when Dr. SCJiuschnigg found 
tbathe^sas completely isolated and that be could depend 
-upon no big European Vouer to assist him against a Nazi 
aggression, he decided that it was betier to meet the’Fuhrer 
and settle the issue once for all. 


As soon as the Austnao Cbancelloi crossed the border 
be found the German Array engaged m warlike preparations. 
This made him guess that nothing would prevent Hitler 
from crossing the border and marching luto his country if 
he would not yield to l.is demands However, he was 
determined not to sacriBce the ludepeiideuce of hls’country • 
hewa^ prepared to resist and gue battle if the worst 
happened 


Scliii-.clin,Bg w-is lei to cool liis heels loroohile before 
ie was iisbeteil luio Ihe ontiToom ol the Gerniali Chmcellor 

Oo enleniiB the toom SchltschnlBB etreotiotcred n 'u, adman 

■woit.i.BhimseUto.a Ireo.y Hitler greeted the Aiislriaii 
Chancellor with acensrhon.. He told Sch.lschn.BB that 
■he «,is ,naltteatI„B aol startiOE thousands of Germans in ' 
Austria, and he. as the Gte.tcjt German ecer bo.ni.on the 
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artb 20<1 as fue leaJ^r oE ill the GerTiaiii. on all ihe 
oroeii of the ^vOTld wonW not tolenie the detlial of 
oidinary nutoan iigUtb to the nan G«.rraans. He 
thtmde^ed* threatened, and wailel wln’e the \n«lrian 
Chancellor stood sinptfied at the strtuge beha\ior of the 
Great German Leader 

\\ iihout explaining his conduct to the Austricn 
'chancellor th'* German Chaiicello" asked one of his 
military chiefs to acquaint the Austrian with his plan The 
mill arv ofri.er conducted *tohu<chn}^g to an adjoining 
room and sho\ ed him bis plans for the invasion of Aus ria 
The hu*ilnnng treatmeoi meted om to him b> Hitler and 
th» *hTeatened istsion of b s country broke down the 
cojrage of Scby&chnigg He vras torturned mentallv and 
physically pnd rvas rednced »o a state of complete break- 
down ^low be was Ushered into the presence of Hitler ti 
second time, when the German ClnnccHpr commanded 
him to s gn a dccumeut which was nothing 1 ut an ultima"' 
tn n The ultimatum contained eleven clauses Scluischuigg 
afced to three ottbem and refused to accept the remaining 
eight on the ground that he had no lo’.er to \iolate the 
Constitution of bis coin try Hitler beutg satisfied tbit 
Dr Schuschnigg would jo longer resist his leraands 
allowed him to depart to his co iu ry gii ng him three days 
time o induce the President of the Ai strnii Republic, 
Dr Miklas to accept his erra« Ihiis Schuschuigg 
returned home a broker man 


I 1 he three clnus-s accep ed b> Schiischmi,g were the 
appointing of a Nazi to 'h“ Minis ry of the Interior and 
Horae Seci nty proclanniiig a. general amuestj to all 
F-nnitcing the to enroll tn the Tather- 


lani '*TOnt 
Schusi.hnigg 


By_yieldjng to U ese sml conditions 
sacnficed the freedom of his country. 


Dr mUIi, forced tinder the t^reAt of Gerintn jnvisioi 
to accent tU tiie other clauses of the lilUmatum 

In nccorcHuce , nlth the ^Berchtesgaden Agreement 
Sch tschuigg appointed Seyss loquirt a promiueut Ndri 
•\i the Mimstfir of the Interior and Home Security Tbi>» 
man who was a secret agent of the German Chancellor 
nllo'^ed the Naris in the provinces to capture power bj 
fo'C“ He instrncteil the police to assist the Nazis In the 
o\e” throw of the Reruhhc B5 allowing the Nazis to 
en “r v!ie Intlieri^nl Front Sdhusclm*gg destro%ed 
i te onlj Defence horce in the couiitrs By proclaim 
1 ing general Aiiiuestj to the Nazis, the Austmit Chau 
cellor let loose the forces of rebellion in the State 
He I I nil thexe fully belieitng that Hitler would^^ 
luincnuic- to -the whole world lu bis forthconimg 
Reichstag speech tint he fully recognised the independence^ 
of Ansfia bcUuscliiugg was greath disappointed jvheii 
he foiin I tint S^itlet had hot made any reference to 
Auitna s intlependeuce in his speech ou the other Iniid the 
theTi*miau Chancellor said that there was no geognphica' 
boundafS hctweeii the two Gcrmaii Slates, Germany and 
A jst la • He tl o told the Auslrnu Na/is tint the tune wix 
no*- dntaiil when thes would be absorbed in tlie ReJctu." 
Hillers Reichstag speech besides shattering ill the hopes 
of the Aiistnnn ChaiicelJor made bun rcTlice the fact that 
Hiller wns bent upon nouexing Auslri i at nm cosU 
Know ng fully well tint Austria stood alone luthntgruie 
hour of her hixtcrj he decided to bold a plebiscite on tli'^ 
queshoitof Ins coymry'i, joining Gernmny Though he 
was xLrionnde 1 by tmtorh the Austrian Chancellor wis 
able *0 CO cen! his plebiscite project to tbe list 

Vft-u^lnle Hitler lini! demanded the resignstion of 
be. *c> i >,g ml the apj oiii uip of n Isn/i Clnncelloj 



Uw«stea<J. President Mi’clas lelused to submit to the threat 
‘of Hitler. He told fcihuschn.gg to announce the plebiscite . 
as early as po5«uble. Beioie annouaciUB the plebtsdte Dr. 
Schnschnigg consulted the Socialist leader* who showed 
.^\illi^Bnes%, to forget all tbe injustices done them by the 
'Government and to stand firm by the Chancellor for defen- 
ding their conntr}. If the Austrian Chancellor had co- 
operated with the Socialists and accepted their help a few 
y e irs earlier he could hare saved his cbtmtrv's freedom. 

The announcement of be plebiscite came as a bolt 
irom the blue to "Hitler. He never erspccted Schuschnigg 
to consult the people in the mafer of AnechUiss, and he did 
not T.ai-l the people of Austna to decide their tate. ^ Hitler 
coinni.ruled Schuscbmgg to umcel the plebiscite ; at the •- 
same vme he ordered his army to eni^r Aiisma Thus on 
thenight of llth March 1938 the Na^i troops entered 
Austria. There ■wa^ no resistance, for the Austrirfii 
Chancellor had ordered people to laVe their misfortune 
halmly and avoid blood shed by oppoMiig a superior army. 

At last Hitler had anoesed Austna He triumphantly 
marched through the city of Vienna v\hile his Storm Troops 
Tieat the Clericals, Socialists and lews* '1 he Republic was 
abolished and Austria was absorbed in the Reich x\u^t^la 
had fallen. I Hitler had won lus fir<;t % ictor> . The British 
were ’not interested in the affairs of .^ustTla, while I'raiice 
was indifferent. Italy bad aUow**d* Hitler a free hand. 
Thus tbe Republic was betrayed. 

When the Nazi troops entered .Austria, Dr. Sch^chingg 
•was arrested by , Austria's Minister for the Interior and 
Home Security, and made prisooer. The Chancellor was 
Icepi inhis own residence suirouuded and guarded by tbe 
Storm Troops. When the Gestapo took chaige of the 
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inlcruil of A> <lr « the ex Cm luelbr «as haid*! 

oicr to tijc Gestapo Chief for »»cepiiiB Now Ui* 
know^i to the vrOflc! that Dr bchiisehtil^jj isiinder<;oinft 
.lire hi the notorious Dichat Corcentntion Camp 
Gcmntij This fs the rcvinrl tho CInucellor got for h' 

mj* the Austrian to the Nans ^ 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

After ihc fall of Ati^lia Ifilfer dirccteil Ills atle ition to 
the uiiiLxaiioii of *C/ech«slo\nl.io ihts little 'Kepul i c 
hirrctl Ins wi> to rasiern Ttirope 1 roni iiiilitnr) point ol 
view this coiiiitrj tt,fTo»ilctl the J.e> to the duiiinatiou of 
1 tifop" The importance of Crcclioslotalviaw is rccoj ti •'cd 
Li the Germans even iiitlicilnjs of I}t*imrL Tie s id 
* He who controls IJofietiiJa controls J vroie Ko »ne 
icalNecl the tnnii of this femifkiuore i nn Hitler \ii«l a 
Crechoslotakn dojilttaled Hobetin If tier wanted to 
annex that country o> hook or crook He knew full} well 
that without the natural houndaries of (he Sn leieii Alps, he 
\TOuld not be able to command the Danube Limii A 
gliucc at the phj steal niap^ of Europe will reteal the geo 
j tapUtcal importance of Ctcchoslovakit in Central Eutop- 
rhe Alps Mountains strctcluug out froi i SwUrertand to th“ 
Sudcteuland and the Carpathians md the Alps of Traiis>l 
sBtiln form a barrier ogoinst iu> Oennan iniaslon of 
Bohemia *1 herefo/e it would not be possible lor Hitler to 
realise his dream of dominating tlie whole of Europe and 
caning out a German Empire out of the large territory of 
Russia without acquiring the ke> losiuon afforded by the 
Cjechoslovak Republic, He had hlreadj arranged for 
establishing a Nazi Pam*ii the Sud tenlaud is earls “ii 
1J30 

Ihe Czechoslovak Republic was tjeated as a bastion 
agains a probable Geninn advance towards the Eis » Bur 
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^ the MctoTi of ihs Great War mM'* a serious rn<‘aVe in <r- 
cluttunj a large popnlntion of Germans ui the tie t Republic. 
Tbcse German*? though tbej were compelled tolueinder 
the C 7 ec.hosliuak Go\ernnjent, ne\er bho\\eirio>a!ty to 
ihat Ga\erumcut. The\ waned (or lb“ rental of G-rmiu 
power m Furopeto deiiotince tLei- C? c ioslo’'ak c liz“n 
jjhip aiuT reltirn to *heir fitherHtid 1 he ‘ ir'b of the Xari 
Fartj in Genmuv encounged the Sudeten Ge-mans to look 
towards tint pirti for help and guidance Atfiistthej or* 
i.ani<5fcj themselves pntatelj aud proce'^sed Ipyalti to the 
Repub'ic But vtith the growth of tie Njzi power lU 
Germanv the uuisance v\he of the Slide Cu Ge’^maiifc 
lucreised When Nazi dictatorship was established in 
Gertranj the Sudeten German Fa- y CuT i. r t *jng It* 
was organised and coudneted b> Kort'acl Heule a He was 
» an atePt of Hitler but he w-is a goo i ac or too B' pro- 
fession ne w IS ail athlet arh a bank e k p one He 
culli-cied (ound him a large uujiber of soun^meu whose 
ACquatnunce he made at the \atiotis athlcac cubs and gave 
them the uniform aimiKr to toe one worn oi tds S S m'^u 
in Nazi Genuau>. TbCbC >ouus m-n -iL^ed as the Storm 
“Iroops of the Sudeteu Germiu Party 

Crechoslovakia bad little trouble from the Germm 
intuonij before the coming of Huler to power m Gernnnj 
Fhe German National Pati> existed, but t was co'operatiug 
with the Czechs and Slovaks in the admrnietratiou of the 
Republic Ibe GeTraaos were represented iU Pari aratnt 
andeujojed all the rights accorded to a Czech citizen. 
lourqaUsts of great reputation who had visited the Sudeten 
area found that the Germau minority enjoj ed more pnvile 
^es than auy Other minority community lu any other 
coinitr> tnthewor ’ They snid^tliat the Czechs treated 
them vtr> fazrl> and th^t uere was uo rea^oa for the 



Gt;ti«aii>j to compl in ij.'iiiist tlie C^eclioalcnaknn Goierii 
mcnt Ou tlie Hulhority of tliei>e journalist*! it can be sai<i 
that the (Tcrnwii iiniioritj it fejf did not feel that it ivas 

< pjiresbed or tortured b> the Czecjib but the coming of 
Hitler to power in Oermom chniiged ererj thing 

The Coeh els. propagandi niachim* began to give out 
folse *>tories ahoiit the ntmcities of the Czechs agaiust the 
fnideteu Germans^ The famous nbisperiiig propaganda of 
GreWyls made the British people believe that tli** Gem an 
miinoritj problem m Lrecho^lovakn ins assuming inter* 
•national iniporlatice nit 1 that the British Government should 
exert its influenco to bring al> ut nn early betclemein nf tlt» 
m“tlef^r there should 1 e pesce lo Torope The pn p {, ipa'a 
succeeded in nnpressiiig the British public that it uunld be 
Aiiiailerof a couple of weeks for the German nnlltarj’’ 
xunv,biue to walk over (be Czccfiosloiak I epublic It s;ems 
that under the magic jufliwace of Goebbels’s propaganda 
British leople tiitiielj forgot the fact that Czechosloiakia 
wi« the most miliiapsed nation in Central Europe She 
possessed ibe best armament factory m all 1 uro;w and con 
sequeutl) was called the Arsenal of Europe According 
itj the Gennaii estimate Crechosloiakia possessed fiOO 
tanks, 1500 planes, 10,000 air personnel and an arnij of 
JOn 000 fun> trained men lOOOOOO men m tlje Tirst 
Tesene, ml 300 000 m Mie Second yReserie Besides, 
C/echoslov tkia’s niecliaiiisc I uiiiis of all kinds uefLCflU 
sidtred to 1 e the most modern in I nrop® strangely 

enough the men in power in Britain did not giae this conn 
irj 3 chance to Icfeiid her Jibertj agaiusi the waulou 

< mrage of Nazism Over tiid above this, they e'serted the 
iino^t pressure on the it tie Republic to concede 
all Urn demands oi Hitler made tbrouRj, 1,,^ agent 
Henlein 
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Henletn aped bis wabter esceUeiitly welK He phvtd 
fast and loose vrith the Czechs# First he would pin fortii 
certaiu demauds before the Government, and when the 
Goverumeot showed wilhhguess ^ to concede all tna 
demands, he would provoke' some rioting and cousequenllj 
would refuse to accept the concessions offered by the Gov- 
ernment on the ground of maUreatinent ^f the Sudeten 
Germans by the Czecli police. Then he whoulQ rtni to 
Germany to consult Hitter, and from there he would pro- 
ceed to England to play on the feehiiRS of the pro Na/i 
M* For nearly fit e jearsHeuleiu plajed hts game amV 
that too with advantage to his aims IIis modest behaviour, 
though it was cleverly fiend, impressed the British politi- 
cians, aud they jumped to the conclusion that Henreiu 
demanded nothiug more' than seU-deiermiiiation for the 
Sudeten Germans within the Czedho»lovak Constitution. 
No doubt, there were a few Britons like Mr. Winston 
Churchill who folly knew the real facts. These people 
knew that Hitler was using th^ Sudeten Germans ns a pawn 
to auues Czechoslovakia, and these meuproied to be in 
the right in the end 

After the auuexaliou of .Austria, Hitler began to de-.- 
palch a large number of troops to the Czechoslovak border. 
He had already given a him about his lutenpous mins 
Reiebstage speech just before the aune.xation of Aubtrii, 
Hitler said that his intention was to liberate 10 000.001) 
^Jjppressed German subjects of neishbonring State-., and 
everyone knew that .ibis meant that die had deteruiiuc<l 
sobner or plater to treat Czechoblovaki.i oS he had treated 
Austria. 

This speech brought Eotth a new development lu 
Czechoslovakia. Konrad Heuleiu cime Into the open, and 



thro\nng off bis nnsl annonuced his famous karlsbid 
rrograimoe 1 bis proeramlne demaoded nothing short of 
on itidepirdeu Si dettu German dictatorship in the Sii feteA 
oiess h th** choice to unite tmiIi the Third Reich \ hen 
e\er the Sude^eu Germans spproved of such o more 
Hetileiii sjiioiliice-l this progranmie on Apnl 24 1D31> an f 
the CzetUosloT A. Oo\ emment promptly replied tlironth the 
Foreij,!! 'Mm ster that CzechoslotaLia rejected Heiileinsa 
denial •’s bu was willing to make ‘ every coutession 
except j n s •vvoiiM lutniiuise our sovereignty au eu 
dsnger t e sectintv of tie State nnl its present frontiers 

The Czechoslovak Government knew the intentioi s of 
Hitler So ihej \ ere i repared to defend their country 

11 t Oer sn inves on T-hey kept their n ilitnry 
1 arhit e re 1y for acj emergency ond fullv relied upon 
their Alli* tie I-rencb the Bnt sh and the Pussians to 
help tl em to defend the freedom of their country against a 
Haz^ invasion 

The pnnoi ucenieut of HenJeins dennuds ^\as wel- 
conied 111 Cermaiiy with fanatic Nazi eiuhus asm while m 
Ftipl lid a id i i^ett was considered -i sign of HitJtr > 
next 1 ove. Mr Chamberlain did not comment on the 
jejectio i of the deniapds by the Czechoslovak Government. 
H« suii-k to his •.tatemcnt ou March 24th jusi after the 
onne«.a icu of Ais na, that a Geutr.<i rnropeau war might 
well ivo’te Gre-it Britain Franco emphaticnlly stated 
that she wot d honour her trea les w th Czecho>loi skia 
and would go to the ns«i<tHoce of that country if she were 
_io tie invided by ’Germany Soviet Russia also stated 1 er 
film detemiinatiou to assist the Czechs were no doubt per* 
turijcd ui the rtluctance of Btitsto to clarify her stan 1 
town ds, be Pepub ic They knew that the brmsU Premier 
was pro recis aud followed t po] cy of aj leasement of the 



39 


(ferraan Chaccellor. The> also fearedtbat Sir. Cbambeilalti 
■would bmie piesbure xipon Frauce to disbonour her Uentie'? 
and to back out when the time would comh to defend the 
’freedoiu of the Czechb The evenU that followed proved 
that the Czechs were coropletly correct in )udgnJB the att.- 
tude of this Chiraherlpui Government. 

It seems to me thit Mr Chamberlain most have been 
ob'C'sed b> the idea of fightiiie for the freedom of the 
Czechs shoulder to shoulder with the *5071615, i'he 
meh nchol> prospect of shaking hands with the Communists 
uhom he ■seemed to have bated most, must have driven 
Mr Chamberlain to itie Fascist camp. It is evident tuat 
Mr Chamberlain wanted a vu.iory for Hitler at least to us>a 
him against hlalin Hnler knowing lull) well the deep 
diahke of the British people for Communism, exploited 
their am Communiat feeling to die fubest advantage to 
forte them to hViOK undue pressure ou the Czechs to cott.- 
Cede all the deuiuids of Henlein 

lu May the Nazi troops began to move towards.the 
Czechoslovak boder Precideut Beiies summoned a con- 
ference of the faupieaie Defence Council and of the Cabinet 
to decide the^uext move of the Government Unanimous 
agieemcnt was reached in the matter and immediate mobi* 
lisation was decjdtd upon The Czechoslovak army 
Eiauned the frontiers and was ready to give battle, Tnis 
sioppeo Hitler from marching further. He was not willing 
to precipitate a European war, tn which he would be chal- 
lenged by the coalition of the British, the French, the 
Russian, and the Czechoslovak forces Hitler* knew that 
the Czechoslovak war machine was capable of holding at 
bay the miglilj mjcl supenor Genmn forces for a few 
anonths and in the neantlme the Communists would des- 
cend from Russia to wreck their veugeauce on the leader 



1 1 th- “ •>'',1 Cl-* f niiiit 4 an ’ moienen* HiA-z wi- ohvjoyel> 
ifraid o{ Matm n id oo* lin.* •«> come to ktijis witb him 
It «eeai« s‘^it H tlerV moie it ordenui; li’s army to 
march tov irJs ilie C?ecbosIo\aV border \vn« to frightea 
the Briti<ilj Ooternnieiil tr ih 1 r«fopetn war In this be 
Micceeded Mr httnlierlnia w3>. tkJillj •planned. Sir 
Net lUe HenderhOii Hnitsb Ambassador n Berlin, confir* 
ined the. jtioteme ii of fiermai* troops anJ idded that If 
Hitler ttas not cliecLed i ttiropeaa tta-woMhn>e itu I'ment. 
Mr C’nml'^ris n hi * itreidj decided his attitude towards 
liie R' pnhlti. He had detcmined to saenfic** the freedom 
Ilf Uie Creciis o siipeise the Kan dictator. ICow he began 
huUjiug the Creclis to sicld to Hc'fleiu « deiunnds 

The now fammi'. “Clitedett 5^t hmcheoD party 
roieiled Mr. Chamhorlsiti s plan iobetra> the Crccboslovak 
Ucpiiblic Vfr ClnmWrhiu gate «ft aieri lew to Ametican 
jau,rnihst- at I adt ^stor’s loucbfeoo panr The «ceoij_nt 
of the latertiett published in the new^jiapers 'exealed the 
lift tint Mr Cuaio’Mtrlaiii was phnning s Four Power 
l*ioiife*-eiice to i.etrit the piecho>.loral Republic. The 
iiitertiew made tne public of tbe world utidersfatid tbattbe 
Hr li-h people frs not prepared to fight for the Czechs 
^ 1 the Czechs ttotiid do well to accede tt> the German 

lands It seems that Mr Gbamberliln advised the • 
»echs to welcome a Nazi aoue-sation of. the Sudeten 
Geriinn areas Though Mr. ChanTbeiiain neither denied 
iifj' accepted fhe pre»«. reports he had undoubtedlv given 
Hitler a hint of the attitude of tbe B-itiao Goiierument 
towards tbe Czechs 

Now Cliatnlv*rlnii sent Lord Ruucituan to Czecho 
sloxabia on a good will nusston It will be more correct 
to sav that Lord Runciman was iiopo'ed upon the Czechs 
to persuade ib“in to \ield to tbe demands of Hitler Perbap* 
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I^rd lUiucim'-n tx\* c nn<e n •^por'’ 

favouring the feudeten GermtnV dcnntidc Th** 
published b\ Lotd Runcirnan point*! W the u“CessUs o£ 
the Cwcbs coming to terras with Heuleni b> conceding 
all his demands rnuciman must ha\e de 6 mtel> ^nld the 
President of the Czecho-vlo^ah Republic tint the Bnlisl 
Premier wanted, him to settle term*! with Hi ler to secure 
peace lu Europe Under the pressure exerted through 
Lord Rnuciman frcsli negotiations began I etween the Czech 
Government and the Henlemlists The talks iIwtis broke 
o 5 when the Go^e^ume«t was about to concede the de- 
mands The talks would re-'Ume oiilv to hear Mr Henleln 
putting forth more and fre&h demaiuK In rcaht> Henleln 
did not waul to settle terms with the Crechoslovak Go\ 
crnment He was exploiting to the lull the British 
sure to exact as much concession pos«nb!e and then to 
tyeak 00 the talks to aiiaounie liis d^ernnintion to invite 
Hitler to absorb the Suleten Germans in the Third Reitli 
M hile the talks proceederl under ihe patronising mflu 
euce of Cord Riincimuii (laironisiiig to the Heiilemtsls)-* 
Hitler was prepino" fo^ the miasiou ( f C zecUosioiakn 
Ihis time he seemed to be in earueat md it seemel that 
1 the danger that threatened in Ma> had returned iii Sepleni 

^ her In the first week of September ihg Henleimsts broke 
off negotiations and refused to return to discuss matter 
before Hitler s speech was scheduled for liili September 
Howr things took a diRcieut turn I ord Rimciman returned 
home with the iraptession that the affairs wajre in God s 
bauds The Henleiiitsts began to prosoke clashes bet* 
ween the Czechs and the Sudeten Germans 'Ihe Goseni 
nient tool^ sirong measures to present the outbreak of 
liotsug and street fightiUB Ihe fate oE C/echoslosakii 
{ seemed to bang on the words of Hitler Eberjmie w.s 
^ "''ding lot the German Chancellor to spe d 1 1 ’'siiret li erg j 
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Hillers Nuremberg speech, did uot declare wrt on 
'Czechoslovakia Hitler abused Preeidenl Benes and the 
Czech peop’e and told them that they were criminal' He 
repeated his old story of atrocities aud maltre-ument of the 
Sudeten Germans bj the Czechs Dj 1 Herr Hitler cry to 
express his sorrou for the tortured brethren’ Perhaps 
he might hate But^e certainly incited the Henleim->ts 
to revolt against the Czechoslovak Government rhrough 
bis speech h" sounded the trumpet call for aggression 
Thus began H tWr's. second aggre«Sfoti 

As soon the sDcecU was over the Heuleinists emit 
out m the streets of Prague aud began to capture important 
buildings post PI d telegraph offices etc The Nazi snliite, 
. the avtoStjKft flag and the *Heil Hiller’ slogans played 
their part The Nizi Putsch lu CrechoslotnUa listed for 
three days, and then If was crushed h> tie Goverumeni 
The timely ac lOii of he Government checked Hitlers 
■march into th'* countrv The rapid mobilisition of the 
war machine and the prepiredoess of the Czechs to everv 
'mill to fight Nazi aggression opened the eyes of the world 
to the elTcieticy and courage of the Czech' The firm 
stand tiKCU by the Czechs demonstrated the fact tint 
Hitler’s boa«» to walk over Czechoslovakia would he put 
to the te« I-venlBtlcr surprised at the spirtaii counge 
of the Cze-hs In 1 to cill •» h-lt to his armies Thus the 
threatened ’cvc«ion did no* happen — cow for the 'ecoiid 
lime 

The or' man ‘c I oTop* who wa>. most pentirlicd by 
the iron will of the Czech people to fight for ihcir ftsedota 
against heavy oddswa^ Mr Chcnberlain In t^e action 
of the Czechs he perceived the app-oaeh of thr t-ecoml 
XnropcE. 1 wvr iLwis not the war that fnghtrncd Mr 
Chamb'rlo n bri *h' inevitable handshake with htnlin. 
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•which n European w>r would bnug Perh'iP*’ the rho«!t of 
■Communism ha\e tormented him a*? the gliost of 
Banco d d Machelh Or ijcihap^i Mr ChnmV>erlain imist 
■•n't- wekoDied the cew clevelopraeuts as it would only 
help him to di<niemher CzechoalovaLn according to plan 
"U batever It may be, Mr Chamberlain telegraphtd to Herr 
"Hitler to Kraut him nii audience Ihe Fnbrer was owly 
too willuit to leceue the Bniish Prime Munster Mill 
Hitler lose the oppf rtuuity of dictaiiiig to tht premier of 
th* tngliUest Pmpite of the world’ Again the British 
Premiers T.isit to his home will gue him nno her tnimp 
card to he plijed before the weaker tiatioiii of Europe 
and It 'viU also in ren*e the prestige of liic Ccrunu NTatlon 
^ Aho\ei<ll Mr Ohamterlainsprojevtel \ si to his home 
f convinced Hitler th It I ritian would not fight lor t zecho- 
slofakin 

f'n bepiemhet 15th the British rrtnner fiew to Berch 
t'sgaden to meet the German ChauccUor A huge crowd 
had collected st the aerodrome to see the Premier oft 
W An the Premier departed the crowd cried tohiin ‘Stand 
by the Czechs When the British Premier reached 
Hum hhewasti llb> the German officials that Henleui 
had dennnded the ' union of Sndeten area with the Reich 
This Was the latest dctelopm at cause fhy the knowledge 
that But un w IS going to let down the Czechs to site 
Europe from 1 world war The Bntisli I reinier wa.? well 
Teeej\ed 1 V the I iihrer, 1 lit he was told point blank shat 
Hitler would risk a word war rather than allow the 
Ssndeten wryaus to suffer at the hands of the non* feu 
Czecl > Hitler told the Pntish Preimer that all arrange 
men's were complete for theaone'satmn of Czechoslovakia 
but ht, would not take that drastic step if the British Gov- 
ernment could compel the Cr-ehs to accede self detetmi^- 
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o ( *l)r ^ C <rma H «n ili*' t*«at Ihcj 

\'io UHc f't« Ml •etntjj to (be I cJch If lUf> ilpsiml Ht 
tif; u’ 1 that If tl ^ Pufeie » Gemati* co»t 1 tu i achieve 
I r object he wcjH lend thctt IiU fltUlce ati J the u^e of 
1 - tierirmi 1 xtlita* machine Ili’lef exprt<>c'l lii» will 
i to C 1 1 or* vTa>8 ootf means of tirryitJE out the 

j latt of h’*ett lea fhe StfJefen Oermans vfilho n narll Me 
fX.'iniberJ''in could compel the Cjfchs to flcrcrt *hc rrin 
t’pleol j,eftutitK self dc*CTi«h»Mioi to the ‘^uVenGer 
1 Ml' 

Mr Cha »'<rlaiij returned to T.otidon the next day 
"I called a Cabinet mcctltitt After diseti^unp Hitler's 
vU u atuni'-IIilleT's tem»s for peace In Tiiropc omouiittd 
tu ail ultima ttu— (he Ilntisb CabiueC decidnJ to |acnfice 
({.e Grethovlorik Republic to lm> peace from IlllJer Oa 
*' I eioU the I 'each rremler, M I)'vhliar niiil the 
1 reach I oreiRh Mimster M roaaet were invited to 
I otidon to di'aiec »ht IJerchle'qaden uUiinanmi Mr 
( h'»nil»efl'mi w is al le to convince the llend of the Preach 
GoT^nin ent iie nf solute nete«sily of sacrfficing the 
i^recbs t > he nnme of peicc M DaJadiar an I M Jlonnet 
jeaJll> coiiseuelto cooperate with llritaln In betraying 
Crecho'lovabia The resoli was that the IlcrcUteSgadea 
nlUiaaUu 1 vra« fo arded to the Crechs for unconditional 

acvepiatste 

The Aui,Io P 'neU proposals were rejected by the 
C/ecIi Cabinet ou mo gtouod that ft ms not practicable 
to gfie self d*!enaiuation to the *'uJeter DeUnans without 
tb^ loss of tetn(or> and the loss of Sudeten area with Its 
ua ural and nncbauiscd fortification? ViOtild l>e detrmen- 
lal to the vet) existence of the CzechoslovaV Nation 
'Ih'i further 'aid tliAt the case for Ctccho>Iov Aia was 
prepv'Cd w thouc th' consent of that tjatlrm *3 If® Czech' 
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hilly krew tlie consequences of tlieir rejection of the 
Anglo ■French Proposals jet they were ready to play tbcir 
last card 

We Indians can^easily iinders*a«d the situation of 
Czechoslovakia Do we accept a Constitution nnpo^^l 
• \ipou Us by our rulers? We demand that ou'' rulers sbo^ld. 
consult Ub before drafting 0 Co*iistitution for our country. 

In the same way the Czechs wanted tb® Great Wtcte'a 
Powers Bntnm and France, to cous«lt*tbeni before '‘dv s- 
iDg them to sacrifice Ibeir freedom to give ireedom lo he 
world.’ 

The rejection of the proposals bv the Czeco. Oo%e’^n- 
meut must have angered both Mr, Ch-’inOerlam and M 
Daladtar In reply to the note expressing inaDilUy o 
accept the proposals, the Western Powers sent an ultini'’- 
tiiin to the Republic demeudriig tinconditional a\,ceptancd 
of the proposals ( he Anglo French note safd that ir i le 
Ctecboslovak Government rejected the proposals and 
thereby precipiated a European war she would solelj be 
held responsible for the war and luat Britain and France 
would not asbist her. It meant desertion as an alternam-e 
ao jielding to Hitler, Under the threat of des-rtion 
C7“cbosloaakia accented the Anglo French Proposals there- 
^ bv paving the way to Munich. 

When Mr Chamberlain avcDt to G^raianj — this t me. 
lo Gotlesberg— lo i-on ninnicate to Hitler that Czecho- 
♦ Slovakia had accepted bis te nis. Hitler handed over to hiai' 
an iiltimaltnn beiniig a time limit FJitler, while empha 
sibiiig the \K>int that he wanted to be friends with England 
and that be liiJ vo other terrctonaf ambition once the 
c feudeteu question wobbolved, presented him with the ulti- ' 
^ iiiatuiii whi<-h demanded the immediate Czech evacua un 


oHil Germaj} occtjpitioK of tbe Sudeten D)strict'» b> October 
I Mr Clntiiberlflin v.as not prepared far sneln sitnatton 
siiJl he mu«,tered ciutagc to nsktbe Gernnu Ohaucellor if 
he would guarantee tlie future froutters of the Republic 
Hitler replied tint he conidniot commit Uitubclf to duy such 
thing so lout as (-zeclioslo\nkia failed to aiisfy the 
chima of Pohnd aud Hungary, nnl even then the new 
Czechoslovakia should be* jointly protected by all the na- 
tions of r urojie Mr I Inmberlaiit u i-» ‘iiirprised to find 
h{ins.elf m the most iverplexinj, sitimion -tud lliiiikitig that 
Ins mission Incl failed icliirned to I oudo i Me conimum- 
cated Prague the terois of Godesbnrg ulmintutn and nbo 
nddet^ in Ins tigte, that Britain could no longer advise the 
Vepublic not to protect ber frotUiers 

It seemed that there « is still « htilt rij f>f hoiie for 
the Czechs They thought that Briiiia aud Prance would 
tisSist them wheu Hiller would ciuallj luiadt# llieir 
covatTi Wnh this hope the counirj wn> prepared to tbe 
Inst mail to fight the Nans '1 be iminedinte nud coruplete. 
mobilisation of Czechoslovakn ga\c the impression to the 
world that the Democracies world fight for the freedom of 
the Ozechs and that GenuRii aggessioif of Czechoslovakia 
would start the second Curopeau \\ or luday, the second 
world uar is rogmg lu Europe but it stalled o/ily after the 
betrayal of Czechoslovakia 

C 

'Though Mr Cliamberlaiu was crest talleti it the fnilure 
of his peace mission lie did hot completely give up hope 
He attempted ouge again to appeal to tbe Germau Chan * 
cellor to moderate “hib terms It was Mr Ch'Unberlam's 
attempt to * save pence' Ou the evening of September iS, 
Mr Chamberlain informed Prague tbit the following d ly a 
Confsreuce of the four great rurop^nn powers would be held 



at MumcU when CtechoslotaU tiuestioa would be 
fiitallv soKed Aft^t bis failure at Godesberg Mr. 
Chamberlatu persuaded Hitler td hold a Coufe’‘ence of the 
IhS 1 our to settle the Sudeten question and H’tler readily 
consented 

On September 29 the Conference was held at Munich. 
Hitler, Mussolini, DaHdiaraod Cbamberlatu met in Con- 
ference to dismember Czechosloiakia The Conference 
ended with ibe accep ance by Eiance and Britain all tba 
deiuMids embodied in Hitler s Godesberg ultimatum 

Thus the doom of the CzecboslotaV. Nation was de- 
creed at Munich Czechoslovakia w^s dulj asked to 
dewobiUse and surrender the Sudeten areas to Germany 
vrlthou* *1 moment'* delav The Czech people fownd theni» 
^eUe^ cbilleuged b> tiemlgot of Britain, France Italji 
and Geiinanj The} knew that their friends had betiajed 
inem Init what could the> do ? They surrendered m humi- 
liation As designed in ihe Godesbeg ultimatum German 
occupation of Sudeteu Districts began on October I. 

The Munich Peace was bailed as a saviour of the 
World and Mr Cbamberlam was hailed as the greatest 
Peacemaker of our tunes ' Todaj, when the heart of 
1 ondon e-^penenccs the heaviest air bombing by the Nazi 
planes, \%e realise the exact value of the peace ^hi»t Munich 
bronsjbt 

Mmuch sened is a stepping stoue to annex Gzecho- 
sloNikia Once be entered the territory of the Republic, 
HitUr began bis campaigu^sif blaming the Czechs for 
every thing ta a sbQtt Ume be was able to divide the 
country uuo two tirts ruled by two Goverumeuts Oue 
wis the Czech Government, and the otUer^ Jhe Slovak. 



1 v,„, 1,0 eOeaed lli^ aisiremtameiit of the 
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l.ooty lO force ,„„l,lalea and .vas atnpped off all 
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1 j6,el!led HitW-undeclare'l 



• Hitlet’s 

"(PART ID ^ 

MUNJCh* STARTED THE WAR 
In the first wect Second World War the wliole 
dilenuinu A atw iita of vnisery 
or-uhed down upon Extrope. This set the people of the 
world thxuhing about the ceu« and purposes of the war. 

It is eeuerally believed IbatGermany was trying to resAtn 
' her old possessions oud that Hitler was fighting to remove 
the iniustice done id Germany by the Verstalles Treaty. 
Hitler, the most dyrAo; c xevolmioaary the world has ever 
/selejesnponj hast^ld InUlsbook Mun Kampf that he 
has come to the world as a great leidet of the German 
people to conquer Ui« world. HiS assertion that the Germans 
ate the only Aryan race born to rule all, other tribes and 
. races was ignored ox m.staVca for a slogan \o capture power 
in Germany. In England be was considered to be a clever 
demagogue manocxivung for power. The English politicians 
dismissed 3J<’jn l\>vnpf as a propaganda book and did 
not take Hitler seriously. They thought that Harism was ' 
not so great a menace ai, Bolshexism. This fear of 
EoUhtviMn made the Bnti-b polUiciaus encourage Hitler's 
regime in Germany. The British hoped to satisfy Hitler's 
demands at the e 5 psR »2 of the <5raQll States bordering 
^ Germany and this policy was follow ed by the British pacifist 
ril'tievans lUl their pacifism atlemfet^ to strangle them. ^ 
Since 1933 the British cotnojitt«‘d mistaken in pursuant 
to an 'appeasement pdlrv. They thought that Hvilenvould 
< b- satisfied ^7l0l Bhiueland. Angina, Sudetenland, 
and Dxisi'g. But Hitler was playing a cunning game of 
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plnCiiiiag the pn<afict6 lu’Englaud hver> tjuie heblack- 
^ inaUcd a weak State be declared UtotTiebad no quarrel 
•with I rauce ard rnglacd and be »• acted ouJj a ‘living 
“pace ’ in Europe Mr, Chajaberlam and AJ. Daladiar con- 
sidered Hitler’s deinaniU j»st and aJIoived lina to ba%e bis 
omi naj In Europe, At Mnmcli Mr Cbainberlalii and M. 
Haiadiar sold Europe’s arsenal” to Hitler. ■Czecbo* 
bloiokia iros uot “’mpl> a “malt Republic iM Europe It nas 
the most strategic part of Europe from a conqueror’s point 
of 1 j€u It T» as the sats'fvaj to the Ealkaos aud the Near « 

Easc. With her uatuml boundaries her stur£l> fightlns 
people and her world fimons amiaine/it work*, Czecbo- 
“loT akia obstructed Hitler’s pa's-tge to the East Eecaose 
of her trienJJ) pacts with France and boviet Rnssla, this 
little Republic could net be invaded without bringing Uie * 
juiglit of France and Russia julo the battle-field JsngJiud 
nculd be /ollonlug Fnuce and thus Gennanv wouMbe 
encircled. Hitler decs'ued Mr Cbimberlnjn nnd lured hmj 
into the trap be bad ‘brcp^rcd at Muuicb The jiacJfist 
Preniier of England. v\bd dreaded Bohbevisni more than * 
JfnrlsHi signed Csechoslorakia’s death ftirtont st MuuieJi. 
Thi« broke llie last bastion of democrici m Central 
Forepe, this antS 30 ulsed bratice and Ru*sn; and this left 
Crechoslov okn wilbont a friend lu the jvorld If there 
bad been no 'Mutncii Hitter would uot invc declared w ir on - 
Poland. 

THE AFTEW^ATM OF AlUNlCH 
The afirerntlon of C'zechosloi ik<a bj Hitter mule the 
. -’vorld realise lie fact ih * the Cennm Dictator bad once 
tor all tbroniJ to thr winds jhe nciil theor> tJwt lie 
* p'Mched 40 Jong, and hr! cinl>a'i.c*‘ on Tn nndi*vgtrj«d 
fiips’-iallst ri>Jic> The librer i-u his conquest of 
Citcbosloiaku in ih- foUrwji^ ter ■« in his W iJheJ^hairn 
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speech. He saW : " In the seirure ol Creciiosk-vakui. Xa/i 
Gennany, has for the first time substituted the ide i ot 
" l,el>vn'»rauin'\ This view was shared and stipported by 
all the other Nazi leaders. The raps of Czechoslovakia 
convinced the Democracies that U <wotiId be a juisuke to 
Continue the policy of appeasement any mors, 1 he des . 
iruction of the liberty ' of the Czechs, more than auvtUuig 
else, betrayed the real iufentiou of the Nazi leader. At las j 
the cat was out of the bag. Hitler had thrown o2 the mask 
and had come out iu the open in his true^colourv. He had 
^eclated at the top of his voice that the German people 
under his leadership were marching toward- th. eat. blish . 
vuentofa Greater Germany, and that they were ^omg to 
prove the superiotity*of the ^tyan race oveV tha other non* 
Arjan peqple. Hitler now assumed the role of a conqueror. 
This was evident from the way in whicii be was hailed b% 
his people when he marched through the streets of Prague. 
His followers called him “Conqueror". Thus, under the 
^Buise of ptotectiug the German people from the crueuj of 
non Germans he was hatching hispliu of world domniaiioii 
to be achieved by threats, blackmail, and brutal assmlts 
with the assistance of the mighty German military machine 
.OuewUo has studied the Nazi Bible ' lUcin TCnnifif c&n 
expect uotbing better. Hitler’s successes proved hejond 
doubt that he was living, or say begiunlug to live, his book. 
In bis book he has said in uumistakable phrases that the 
German people will carve out an Empire, which in Hitler's 
■phrase mean Jj<’lM.iisr''um (living space), from Central 
Europe and Russui. He also said that the German people 
should live as a powerful nation*, they should acquire 
colonies and this could be done by demanding self-dete'r 
minatioa lor the Gernwu 4 iibonty all over the w orhl. If 
rue reutcml>ers__^{he n»ui*e of the self determjnrtic'i: 



.11 .m.ae Germany 
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“""r.',',t'sM=b...s .be world n.tl. the rape of Crecl.o- 
■^'. rlMei stormed .o earn Ins breathms space before 
Slovakia malting to vva.eb Ihe 

“inon ins c.aqnes. Wonld prodv.ee ... .he de„.Osra..o 

countries CwcliOslo\akii 

°" .‘'’'la,r'i..c Unush r..n.e M.n.ster, pleilgcl sop- 
Mr Cbaiahetla. aggression In bis 

r,a“ be llonse of Coonnons oiUbe 31s. ol March 
speech .a the ” l„ the eieiit ol any 

1930, >.0'' 1 , tbieatoned Polish iudep-ndeace and 
aetlop 'I oovernn.e..t aec'otdlnglj cons.dar-d it 

ml,. eh the 1 ohel „al.onal forces His Males., s Oov- 
‘er”vm.ld feel Ibcnselves bonad a, once ,o lend Ihe 
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Similar^ Hfitain {.wannteed tlie in leiisiideov-fj of 
Rumania, Greece and Turkey No doubt it was a commi 
meut nearly impossible of achie\enieut ^MtllOUt the lielp 
and co*opeiauou of So\iet Russia, and Sonet Russia was 
nlvfajsa doubtful adherent Still, Uowe\er the Western 
Powers yiade an attempt towiu the Bolshevists oierio 
their side The ‘Peace Trout headed by Britain and 
France ivas formed and Rumania Greece and Turkey wete 
toped lu If Britain were to^fulfil her pledges to Polai I 
she must wake Russia defend Poland from the Eas 
With the disappearance of Crcchosloi nkia from the map ( i 
Central Furope neither Trance nor Britain would be ablt t » 
cue anj direct help to Poland m the event of Nan 
aggression 

The M estern Powers began uegoliaiions with Sou 
Russn and it seemed that it was possible to bring tbit 
country into the Pence From’ The Allied diplomatic 
well as niilllarj missions went to Moscow and discussio i^. 
coutimied This uicxve b> the Democracies fnghtene I 
IlUler with the neceiistt\ of fighting on two frout'i in ta e 
Rdssin joined the Peace Front 1 he German propagan la 
machine gave out to the world tint the Allies were emlea\ 
ouring to encircle Germanj, and that the proul German 
nation would not, tolerate such an outrageous action 
Secretl> Hitlerbegan negotiations with the Russian diets tor 
with the object of thwarting the Allied plan and at the 
same time seciuhtg the neutraUtj of Russia The uegotii 
HOUR between the Allies and Soviet Russia lagged on and 
lu the en I collapsed due to Polands obstinacy to allolv 
■Russian troops to marvh into Pohsli terntorj even for tJie 
defence of that ceunttj ogaiustNazi aggression A glance 
at the map ol Europe will clearly point out that Riis« a 
would be unable to offer any appreciable assistaac>* > 



without tijarchinff her trooiis luto Polniid aiul ffeht" 
HR M<U bj side wUb Ibc Pohsh troops on Poland's 
trout It MDs absolutely fooUsU ou the part of the Polish 
nthrritie« !o refuse Soviet help, knou I/ig xreinilat 
reaher I u^laud nor Pnnce couIJ rejftier llieni nn> 
mmediaie help ogatust ft Nazi attack. The rulers of 
I olaiid were big laudlorda aud the} could not stomftcb the 
idea of CO nperatJHg with the PoJshevjsts, nhont the} 
Ire-ided more than the Nazi* lit refusing Sot let help the> 
tho^e the le-ser of the two evils It was the laniflord ml 
nig elass of Pohnd that cndAoeetfed the freedom of that 
soun*ry pursuant to a policy that fttmed at the snfegijird 
nil, of their oi\d Mijcres** The Poles liebeved ihit their 
C»o\enimem were earnest!) trying to secure Kussisn help 
"E8»»*-t Ut Noils I he «e«s of the breakdown of fhe 
1 eROltBliou-* ust«een the Mites iu ITtnssta, coupled «lth 
ilie s Rijjjjg if tt « Russo Gennnji Paci, fomirt* i) e Poles 
-lore than «hocked It ssas a bolt from ihe bliw nml ma fe 
‘i c man lu the street dcspsr«tc ^iill the Got eminent of 
C doiiet ifeck paieontto (he icoi»fc that the Polish ^f^Il 

• j-y Machine uowld re^tst Mofemlj any kind ol SRpressloti 
br-tlie Nazis or the boUhcMsts and called on the people to 
r-i!J> round Ilje Goirruincnt to defend their free lorn an I 
hl'^rty 1 he people «ere csrrled owaj t»y the tutriotit atid 
ni'pmnp speeches of (heir tciders They relied upon their 
'>Tn>> iNhich was v'3iuwd as one of tie most efficient »riny 
m I uiojic t‘i pToiev't them from the aggressor 

V. hen '•nlin di^covcrtd that tlm VVesierii Powers were 
'll % irj , ,11 llw sti p dobsiifcacy ofthe I’aUsh Covcrnnirn* 
t« ilic ltu»< an troops to itur«.h into Pelan 1, he was 
i* iniiiltd Ikai the dcnocmlic cm nines uet-uotiu earn 

* J ftl cut Ki B )pmng lb* leace rroni*, CoufrouTd 

* cL t p ru cut* r lib Ills I inzl cunBlog stn-ck i. 
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the VVesterH Powuis UJote they knew it. He Joined Hitler, 
•with whom he had mnchin common, and signed the Russo- ^ 
German Pact. The annownceiaent of the Russo-Germa« 
Pact astounded the whole world. At drat prople refused , 
to helle\ e '’it. Tliey argued that it was incredible that 
Hitler could throw overboard hfs Anti Comintern pohey 
over-night and shake hands with the man whom he 
denounced as the Nvorst enemy of mankind. Butin cooler 
moments when we eTamme the regime that preraiJs in 
Germauv aud Russia, ^ve easily recoghize the similarity 
between the two. It Is true that each has its own appar- 
entli’ different ideology, .at the same Ume both the Ideolo- 
gies, Kailsm and Bolshevism, aim at the establishment of 
Totalitarian States under dictatorship. The methods 
adopted by the dictators in both the countries are similar 
except for t(ie cliaoges necessitated by the composition* of 
the individual State. Thus a tbioking man will take it as 
quite a^nauirai occurrcuce, though the unexpected turn of 
evehls pittiled everyone. Whatever that may be, the 
sigmug of the Pact was a great diplomatic vicfory to 
.Hitler. He had secured the beueficient neutrality of 
^ Russia; he had solved the knotty problem of fighting on 
two fronts; and he had shocked the morale of the Demo- 
cratic Powers. It toot some time for Britain aud France 
to recover from this bomb she]). But surpnsingly enough 
, the Western Powers recovered tremendously aud reassured 
the world their delertnlnaubu to fight Nazism at all events,- 

On the heel of the Rnsso-Germau Pact came Hitler’s 
emand on Poland to grant self determination to the 
Germans iu Daniig D.-inzig is purely a German city 
administered bj a German Senate. B«t ft is coutrolled by 
Poland as it isihe only port tbrough which Polish t/sde 
. can flow out to the Balnc’Sea. Deprived of Danzig. Poland 
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be rtjjned ecotomlcalb and ber trade will ha^e no fr'-« 
ouUct. Gemau cotJtrol of Daos*^‘ will <1c«lfoj f'oHsl: 
trade and hence Poland refused to acceed to 
demand. « * ' 

* In Dauzigi Hilkr followed lite same policy as lu 
Sudetcnlantl. He selected a leader for the Danzig Germans 
ill the person of Qaulefiet I‘oer«ter who cfaimed freedom 
for h;s people to reiniii to the Reicb. Under his leadership 
the Gernians tn Danng were trfliited for Iaw«breafciiig, 
There were inanj street brawls l>etv*een the Polish Police 
and Genuaus. When the lactdeius were repeated with 
greater jnieosity Hitler Appeared to be much worried and 
troubled at the jnftUreatraent oieicd or: to bis countrymen 
bj the ' batharotts Poles’ Now he decided to free bis 
VUh and kina iu Danzig from the yoke of Polish atrocities.' 
As his wont he demanded (he Imtsediate cession of Dnnrtg 
(0 the Reich and free passage for the German troops to the 
German City (DauzigK The dem'iiul was in the riAlure of 
au nliimatiiin backed by the threat of an rueisfon. The 
Polish Go%eiiuttetit refused to comply with the terms of 
Hitler's ultimatum- aitd they ordered inmiediate niobllKa. 
ttou of their army. Oefore tbs Poles could man their 
defeuces the Germans in\aded tus country. It was oh 
the Ist of September, 1939. The Poles oOcred resistance 
and also requested fifitalu and Fraoce to ful&f their obU> 
gatlons Somehow It took three days for Britain to go to 
the help Of Pplaud On the 3nl of September the British 
Gorernmeut and the Prench Goterunieat stmultaneonsly 
declared war on Germany, and thuf- the Second World 
War began. ^ • 

. THE f ALL OF POCfttSD ^ 

The lightning speed 'with which Hftkr conquered 
speabs volumes for the* tremeaders efiicleucy of the 





Gerra’^n war macbuia The deslnictjoii ol I'nland war 
thorough as it was npul Fteii Churchill had tc 
admire German Uiroughiie-s In their scheme^ lor attacL A 
the German armj adtaticed into Poland it met with sto u 
resistance but It was enstli swept awa>. Within the 
three da>s ot the war that is, before the British and the 
French declared lumr intention to fi«ht the Gennans in the 
wa> of fuUilliDg their pledges to Poland Poland’s Air 
force was wiped out of e-^stence bj the Gennaii .lirmen 
Germany’s masters oaer the* air greatU crippled Polish 
resistance. Before the Poles were aware that the war hod 
started most of the Polish aerodromes with a large part of 
their plane equipment bad been boml^ed ind made useless 
(oranj kind of effectice opposition One obsenersaid 
that the German airmen did not eucomiter an> opposition 
from the Polish Air force throughout the whole period of 
18 da>8 battle They had a free baud lu bombiug open 
cities and civilian population demolishing bridges and 
land defences It Is also said that Poland was never able 
to mobilise her man power to the ful) B> the time tue 
men were called up to the colours Germans had enteri.d 
Poh«h lerrilOTj, and with their tembl* and continue u= 
bombiug of ciMl population completelv disorganised ill 
walks of life he obsener remarks that he saw Poh*>U 
soldiers wandering hither and Uniher with the rapidh 
moiiBg stream of ciitlians with the hope of joining thei- 
tegimenu rhe> coiitiiiued to nio\e eastwawl until the> 
met the Russians Man> a soldier who was anMous to 
make a stand and fire a shot lu defence ot his couutrj w is 
uUerli disappoiuted, for the Pobah troops wtre compIeteU 
disorgsnired, and the^ mot ed* with the mi Ulniis from tow u 
to town with the hope of Teaching voine defence Une< 
Th«*> were (imte disillo-oioneil abou* their i.ouiUr>’s nnl tnrj 
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theGctmaus 't iibUce it must be said tliit c.e:/Pohsa 
^ figUlfor the (reedom o£ his coiiutn'. 
Only the leadt , espccinlU those who controlled the 
nnllitary orgamz-. ou of the country, ware not able to give 
the soldier a chance to stnhe a bolw for his coniitry ^ 

B> the i4th of Se&tcmbet the Gerutaiis h?d already 
covered more than half of Poland. The remnautc of tlie 
Polish forces were driven far into the east towards tlie 
^tusslan border. It was at this time that the Rnssnii fo-ces 
-entered Poland from the east At first the Poles thought 
that the Russians were entering the country to drive back 
the invader*, and protect them from the Nazis Therefore 
It was with great feelings of comfort aud jnbiUtioii that 
the Poles welcomed the Russma> When tlie tnilb dawned 
upouthem a few hours later they had uollnng but a few 
words of abuse for the leaders who had failed to secure the 
help of the Unssiaus against the Nazis Tlie Polish Goveru- 
inenl flew to neutral countries and the people >vere left to 
shift for theroseUes The reroinnts of tiie Polish army w'ls 
captured bv the Germans as well ss. by the Rubsiaiis With 
the coming of the Russians to Poland the war came to n 
close Very suddenly and the mighty German w3r-m''Unne 
moved back Peace was established b“tween Ku-s-.ia and 
'Gertunny and the two conulnes^pvnitioued Poland. 

Dunug the flghleen days of the German Polish v^'arth 
Ptui«h or the I rench could not give any effective help to 
Poland The Western Powers declared war on Germany, 
but failed to take any offensive They waited lor th* 
Gerniati atuck which did not come so soon The French 
soldiers stood behind the Magioot "Line, white th" German', 
stood behind the Scigfned Xine, firing a few ’shots 
accisioually at each other. This kind of mild warfare Oli 
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:‘i- Uc^'eti rrotiJfW oot a«slst the Pole? lu nny wiy In 
4 e'*cdiMg ih'-tr counio 

I* H sn'd thnt RocsJn shbbed Poland al Ihe Inclw 
llu TU's ento Into Poland wfl-iconsjclered an net of nggres 
sioi irticb jusliGflbIc as the Nfl-l nggtessjou In a v n> 
tha slabbed it the back of Poland If he had gone to the 
i«sis ante of the Poles Lnor'int^ faff} well thtt the Poles 
couiJ not defend ihcir country ngniust lha Nans he would 
ba^e cou nhiited grefltb lo the peace of Europe Txeuif 
de«!Jod such n more j«si before the collapse of Poland, 
hi CO ild not hnTe douelt withoutdeclnring wnr on Geimany 
A^o^\ tfsp'vstn doubt ihni It tvas ihe Polvsh Government 
tiai “(ived to 'iccept Russian help when It was offered an I 
^li'O's ft caouot be said thit Russit wis coiupletelj at fault 
m do 20 ^ what she Jid to Poland 0;> the other hand there 
i suBic eut ^ustificaUoM on Ibe <f le of Stahu In the first 
, -ice when he co^raoianded Ins I'oops lomnicb jnlo Poland 
U\4t country was oliuo«i overrun b> the Gerronus audit 
\ owld htre h“«ti ouly a matter of hours l>«fore the Germans 
reached the Russian froutter It Stalin had not crossed 
n e roli«h border he would have victimized the White- 
Rns laitewndtic Ukianians before the alter of 11011 liuit 
\s tbe«e above lueutioned peoples have mBU> things m 
common with Che Russians, and as thej mtorally belonged 
to Russia before the Great War of 1*>1 4-18 Stalins more in 
i olaud saved tbii section of the peoples form the chilcbes 
r* the Nazis Again he did an act which was welcomed by 
i e Polish people OhJj the Polish Gorernmeut said that 
t e Rtiesiaus hid connmlted a waalQO oHtnga b) luai'chlng 
lu a Polish territory 

Again It was au act of self preservatloii By niarcbloe 
iLto I olnnd Stalfu not only xeseved the. \\ bite Russians 



X/kniiians, and ? large populnhou o! Voles from Uic Ji"a 
det*. b\tt also kepi the Nazisatasife distaucx. froir ilie 
kiordesa of R\xss\a TbougU the German lUissian botJe* \w* 
in Poland, winch was liqmdateil soon after its fall, Slaljn 
had the better part of the bargain as he gamed so much for 
so little fighting Besides, he took the Polish Ukraine 
wheat fields which if It had fallen into German hands wonlJ 
have soiled Germany b food problem* k. 1 ntope under the 
lender ship of Hiller mast have the Ukraine wheat field 
without which the Greater Gerraatij, or call it Plitler'b 
Europe w ill starve tmt of cMstence And if -Stalin does not 
conceed the 'granary of Europe to Hitler the latter '^ould 
settle accounts with the Bolshevik Dictator when h“ has 
finished with the smaller peoples Both the Supein.fin 
■know that they \mU Ua\e Vo (ace the day of reckon ng 
before long and they arc oulj»-tr>ms to aioid the coq^ict 
as long as they can help 

Stalin’s action tu Poland brought to a close Hitler’s 
PoUsh campatgu On Mth Sep emVi the "Russo German 
Pact on Division of Poland was signed The Germans 
anuoniiced the signing of ihe Pact as a great Mctor> and 
as a sign of friendly rclat on between Russia and 
thair country Apparently n seemed that the Germ-^as 
had come to some undetst ending with the Russians 
regarding the policy the latter would hh\e to follow 
during the war, bui in reality both Hitler and Stalin were 
Playing their own gi^aieb under the garb of mutual co- 
operaiioa and frtendhuess 1 hey not only do not lrii<t each 
Ollier but nre of altauV of oVUet and everv move each 
of them lakes IS with a vicar object of self preservation 
Staho Will be the la^t tuiu on earth to subject to nuotber’s 
dictates and Hitler wtd u tallow any other man to order 
uim \& such. whatever !»•> be the variations m the policy 



I<lne bt t \sou!d iiuaUe Belgiun and KolUiui m th* cortb 
or bwUzetland m the soath The«e niraour- uo doubt 
frightened the small neutral couttttte«, aud tUe> hastened to 
declare their determination td defend their ueuirallt>. 
Thcj nl<o mohlllred large bodies of meu aud took iieces*- 
arj piecnutions Except for these abote mentioned thiug'^ 
there was quiet on the \\ e^te'^u Front occasioinlh disturb 
ed b\ tbe roar of gnus fi»ed across the Ko Mau *• I and 

TheUntish organized the di-^patcn of the Bniish Lxp'^ 
diUonarj horce to France. Within ft\e weeks of lue out 
break of the war 158 000 meu hid been tri isport«d to 
France The phu for this great moiemeot had Iicen work 
ed out III great secrecy and tamed out efficieutU t lougb 
the operations had beeU'imch more difhcuU than tlio«e of 
1914 Tn 1936 the Germans started war with svbminne 
at'atks on shipping, and erer> ship ilutcirred troo^® 
from the different corner* of the Empire wiaei^po-^ed to th“ 
danger of I eitig torpedoed h} i German sulin fine -^gctin 
the Germans were Ireraerdoush ’powerful m ‘he -u*- Iroin. 
the te'> start The air menace coupled with the •‘ubinituie 
uidsince made the transporlition of troop-, i he culeau 
ta’^k Though there was i lull ou'*ibe land ir''-ei there 
waslauet os better siy, octiiitj intiated tl e German-, 
Wheti tUewaropened ihcwholeGeriuiu Nai \ v.n<i thoiigut 
to le In hs home waters Ini reilK the Getnun sub’-ianae, 
hatTWcu despitch*d well before the beginmrg of ho® iluies 
to poniious where tlit> ivould.be best pheed to p o-. 
Fnmh Meichiui^hips Just maelionrs after the beginning 
of ho«ililitics5aGernnn submaiiue which wis fn {h« A l-’ut c 
torpeaotd the Br tibh pi^senter mtet Aihcmn which wi 
bound (or Canada, it-i soni* 10 QUO passenger^, o bif 
wiUicn’t wiriurg \ number of passenger nun wer“ 
killed I It the ma 3 oiit> were ticked tp ly t! * 
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snbmo iiiej ntlncl-ei' lliem i«otoil>iIv. Tlio Brmsli Air 
1.0<ce nttacked tlie Gtrninn baltlesUipi lying in Gerraau 
lurlicnlt, at the Kiel t-aiial HOKerer, this \tasnot au 
r‘Tec*i\e lepti to the German U boat menace. Only the 
itiat;»nratioir ofcouvovs protected tbe mercbant sbjp<? to 
<oiue extent from the U boat toeiiace bven tUen they 
\\ete not completely tmmune^trom subnnriiie ntncks It 
bcetn'i iD'tt as long the War lasts the Bnush metchaiU ship^ " 
will be sunk b> the German submannes and howeever the 
Bnt>5h inaj Ir> they will not be able to completctj drive 
o(l the U boats from the thftAtre of <ea wai» 

1 lie 6rst serious casualty to the Bra sh Nat y occured 
on St-p ember 1 8ih when the nrcnfl earner Coiintqeous 
\sa‘» tornsdoed b> a German •.ulmianoe a littie away from 
t the bnush Isles Thonj-b here was not a major engage 
mental s-a the German snirnanes were dtsplayinp their 
uieUl» Another German su cess was the sinking of ihe 
ball H M S {to'/cl Oil at anchor in Scapalloiv. 

Ti l^ to I e noted here that Seapa blow is one of ih^ l>e«it 
defei i hirlrOtir-j so it must b admitted 

iha the eneuij snbmsniit \ Inch sank" the b iltlebliip 
PTion le I the most remnjkabl- and daring feat in'penetra- 
tini, thk. defences of th'^jiuchoMge, It is'inore remarkable 
ton ti that the German Mtbintiiie after torpedoing t^e 
bauit'chip e<caped tin&cathed Out of a company of 1,000 
men 1 1 lie Ri i tif 0 lA oul> 4,-t stirviaed Ihns the war at 
sea f m the German side was not without remarl able 
aioKri Though the IJritish Navy is the strongesit in 
lU“ wl tld, the Oetmni Mibmarines can go n long awav ii 
par 1> Tiutllatiug the ItritisU Isavy and greail> «lit>lncatuv 
If' te A long js the \ ar la ts the hriU i Xaty 
will li tv to b" oK ‘’bi I al o she slionll br r "ar^^d to 
gi\e as V *!l aa to t >ke loiw blow * 
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En<lern liurop* In Ws Uelchstag tjieevh Hitler 
■wtat be said at Daueig He 'tdded that Germans ^hc-jld 
hate a '‘living space" m Europe and if she could fad 
peaceful means of securing it she vyqnld ^top the war. ' B-* 
•Tilso advanced some vague proposal^? fo*- limiting certain 
binds of armaments Mr Charaberhiu, the British Prim- 
Minister, replying toHiilet‘s peace proposal said that he 
bad attacked Poland tn -.plte of the appeals made by 
President Roosevelt, BeiilioMi'S'.olliti,tb«* King of Belg im,' 
and the Pope, and tbsi belnd not given nnv proof that ai-. 
words could lie relnhle 1 be Premier said that tos British 
Govercaieui could not accept the pe-u'e proposals so h or 
as Poland was dommated bv Gernrioj In short, HiMe'**? 
t^ftce move was tliTOWii overboard bv thbam lud France 
and tha) decided to stand t)v Poland piui nght for tUo 
cause of J?«mocrac>. It was no doubt i diplomatic defeat 
to Hitler. The complete lailnre of Huleiss so called, 
peace proposals caused considerable ciuifusioa in Berlin 
Hitler consulted h’s military adviser* nnl sent a personal 
message to Stilm to acertaln the e'^aci imumtof help be 
would render to Ge'ntsny. U wn*ihoped ihvt Stahii would 
take the same hue Ivken by Hitler and declare from 
Moscow through his Forclgo Minis er »hit he 'was an 
•en-uiy of the Allies and tint bv reje ' ng HitJePs peace 
proyosils they were extending the war to neutral couutnes. ^ 
and that he would. regard the \llies as aggressors if the war 
coulmttsd. As if ro bint MoJofor \vh\t he should sav. ' 
Ribbrmtrop spcatiiig at'Hauzig on^4th Octolwr^ald tbit 
Great Buiamlnd s> stematicallv and secretlv prepared for 
ItATslo wage a terrible war agauist Germany. He p t>- 
phesied the downfall of the*Bmi«b Vniplre and added that 
. ortmu would challenge Gein>an% «he would*' share the 
Tils of Poland. Bntaiu Ignored Rlbbotiwop, nmi Moloiov* 
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BoIs,ii<iviks uuo the interior using the Jhiiinsh ports u\ i 
Atciit, as the naval bases. Again the vicftr'S of the Wo’-hl 
War sent armies throngh FinlanA to n«sist the Russuni 
'Teactionan^s to put down the Rus^inn Revolution. Stalin 
did not forget these facts. On the other band he i*- ex- 
pecting dauRefftom both Gelpixny and the Allies. St din 
knew that Germany desired wenkeniog of Soviet mfluenco 
in the Baltic and also Hitler wa'- sending to Finland arms 
and other war tuaterinls» up to the outbreak of the '30 » set 
Finland hostilities. yThough Hitler \vas helping F111I m I v>» 
stJiid firm against the Soviet demands, he wotiUl no' have 
honoured the iivlepeadeuce of Finland soou as Rus&ia *5 
influence in the Balkans diminished The .Allies detesiel 
the Soviet Uuiou and were wnilog to go to the length of 
declaring war on Russia Mr Hore Beh»ha, Bnia n’s 
^Secrelarj* for War openly advocated direct invasion of 
" Bus.,ia h> Britain. He wrote*~ What il tables are turned 
and ihe invader himself is invaded* Leningrad, the former 
■capital of Russia is within SO miles the Maonerheim Line. 
...... \ blow struck at Leningrad mignt well leave Germany 

witli the Soviet corps in her hand”. The above arti.le 
W4«! wnUen after the Soviet invasion started, hui it 
reflected the atutnde of Britain lowaids the Soviet Union. 
Stahu never trusted anyone, not even IJitler. He always, 
coosideiedihe ptobabliUiy of the capitalist States joining 
• bauds with oue another to attack tha Soviet Uuiod, Tii fact 
Uve- appcasemeit policy of Brluiu and France *VAC 
intended to set Hiller against Stalin, and Stalin knew it. 
He also knew that Huier would be quite willing to attack 
Rtis<;ia at the behest of Dritaiu iljouly Bn».\in would allow 
the Oenuans n free hand in Europe. Again, if there had 
^ been no war on the We^lem Front, Hitler would Cettamly 
iiavt challeiige-l Stalin's invaiiion of Fmbnd. Stalm 



oiilside the hnrbotir lor the bJUJeship to ^oiae otitofjb 
shelter Ou December 17« the battleship caina out of the 
hatbour Aud scuttled ber<;eU nuder orders from Berlin The 
Germans were ce"ttaia that if the ship uvere to ptU tn sea 
agim she would be etinl. or captured bj, the Bnltsh Xa^y* 
Therefore Bitler ordered the scuttling of the sbtp so that 
tlje enemies might uot get the ndx*BUtaee of studjiiig the 
latest niecbauism of the ship Ou the heel of the scuttliug 
of the Ornf Spec followed (he scntlling of a big OtTmab 
liner which sighted the Bniish cruisers tu the Atlantic. 
The scuitliug of the ships gave tii« uame of ' Scuith r ” to 
Hitler 

J hiS battle of the Riter Plate vvae iitiJoubtedh u t,rea( 
victory for the British Nnvv Tven the ciptaln of the 
Oernnu battleship, Captain TangHdorff gave \in<ttiti<ed, 
praise to (he audacity of tite aitacLlitg criiicers which 
“^losed with bis ship and smothered her with from a 
oibtaiice of no more than a mile and damaged her aevereb 
1 he battle has (rluinpbautl) vindicated BritiiD'''(. tmuuid 
of the seas With the scuttUng of the Grt'J the men 
At the Admiralit) were eased to a great extent Thev were 
able to destroy one of the three German lOiumerce r iidcrh. 
wheu it was prowling ID (be Atlautic and the Indi * ii-eiii 
■it destro) t-d 50 000 tons ol Brtti;>lt nieicbanl ships G-riumi 
'activity lu the hfkh ways, of the sea dfdnotcud wnii die 
scuttling of the Oaif S/M>e The German subni inne-, were 
active at short lUlervaK but they were nut 'i*' sncLes^fui us 
the raider. One of the cauj.es fqr the defeat pf tlic (jt-rmon 
battleship she waa managed and worLed l> 

espencuced sallofs. who werw just 5 ouihs 
(NVATION or fJORWAV 

\\ hile the RtWaO Fiolaiid War »ras hi progre^.^ H tier 
ns cOBt'CiP^ih^S launching of some offeniUc lu >lie 
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-Every oue iark a-? to Hitler’s 

iowmioas. The Hrilish iioluictans couU not ‘isolorc tlic 
vagaries of the German Cluncellot's mind, 'i'hey thovi),*ht 
that Hitler wonM concentrate on the Ei-jt to nnne?- the 
Balkan States, and wntild not invade the Low Coimtne-^ or 
the Scaudinavlnn countries, as Uies<* weak uetitral States 
•would form a protective ring on Germany's Western Front 
But as the Balkan States showed a •detcrminatiou to resist. 
Hitler would be very cautious before making an advam’e in 
that direction. Again the Allies thought tint Mnsschnl 
^ held the passage to the East hikI Hitler could not hoodwink 
■the Dmcc. Thus they came to the couclusion that Hitler 
would be forced to launch a diplimaile offensive tn the 
Balkans jn an effort to bring the weak neutral Slates under 
the Nazi heel, tn the meanwhile ibey hoped to intensify 
thetr blockade of Germany 

On April 7, a conference of the Bruish Envoys to the 
Balkan States was held in Loudou to discuss the ro*tsibibtv 
«f co-oidiuation between the AUi^n n»d the Balkan States 
lu tightening thee<:ouoimc wac on Germanv. On the neat 
day (April 8) the British Navy mined ceriaui Norwegian 
lerTitotlal waters to block Swedish iron ore retching 
tjcimauy through Narvik The N<itv\egian Goverunicul 
protested irf Britain for mining her waterb, b\iL before an 
answer c^ld be given to the Norw'egnn Government Hitler 
invaded Denmark and Norway, The rapidity with which 
Hitler invaded the ^Northern Countries showed that Hiller 
waswelWuformed about the British intemions to mine the 
Norwegian waters ami thus to block the passage of iron ore 
to Germany If Hitler Is to continue iha wa' he must be 
assured of the steady supply of iron ore nnd other raw 
in uenals. Therefore when Uic Alims ini.*iisiried the block- 
ade of Germmiy. Hitl„ thought of fighting out the 



,S.50je in t!in snirepder if tiolaocl ^ 

inllo«d n-second Mnmch. ,.,nt -s to sny jn a 

dictated by Stalm. By the smender, 1 ml ml 
mt re tb«n wbat was detuanded of Bet by Russia 
BATTLE OF RtVER PLATE 
ivannu the time trheu the Russo Binmsh J" 

irnsress, Genuan sobmafiues and laidets were acth e ^ 
Mlautic. One of the three German yocUt batlteslm's. 
t(fm.ral Orof Spe, was ptowhus m the ocean water w ijs^ 
and sruUus amt attaeUng many of the British iiietchaitt 
ships that earned cargoes to the Bnth Isles M heu out. 
leaierabers that the Bnlish Isles depends upon the Bntislr 
limpire and other countries of the Eos* lor set tiring all ilie 
ran iiictenals and food sioffs that betmdustty a id vopii- 
latioii tectnire, one Can understand the tremendous daiuage 
tile Etitlsh had siirteted in the loss of niauy ol their 
■ merChantshilis bringing the aery necessities liir their 


cxtMente. 

Ort l)i-cenib<‘r H tUte« BritinU ctulser^, li M S he-'f >. 
icfilk'^titidAjcx met the pov.erCul 10,000 ton Gennau 
Admiral Oraf hpee and drove her, in a seteretr 
dm at,ed conduion. Into Montevideo hubonr, a South 
Ainetvcim Pott hen the captain of the Quif Spe( sighted 
thu Srmsh tiiuscf-* be opeLed fire tiid tried to nm awa> as, 
Ihpre utis not enough fuel to give a stand and continue the 
hittle But when be found that there were three cruisers 
imd xh \i they wcte'surionndinB hi?> ship, he hid no other go 
t: icept to give battle Hisfiuns were sufficlout to sink or 
spccteW damage auj cruiser but in the preceut battle, lus 
gxinac'^ did not get the cruisers The British crmser« 
i.t{ ■••d in h the German ship and bammered it wUh shells 
Iinllugiuiwaj of escape the battleship took shelter mo, 
neutril hirbour The Biiiish cruisers follorved and watted 
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He that he would be e^posiug ‘be Geamn Na^> 

(fiL pftack oftli® superior forces af tbe Alifed riect, 
■^lowevBx he cotilci reJy upon the powerful German Air 
£ orce and the Army to win the battle. The succe?- of 
Hiller's cutnpaigii so far his been based on the prluciplo of 
laiinnhing a povierful and Itghtnfiig attack on somfe weak 
Z«iif c 1 his strategy helped the Germans to will tlie battle -r 
1 * 6(016 the cuemy could inoliihse bjs full strength -to resist 
the miasloii Again Hitler aluojs took care to strike at 
Ih.t couQir' which least expected a German mvastem. 

PiiritiG the Russo rinnlsh War Norway refused to 
oHon the JJrldsh troops to go to the assistance of Flolaud, 

'4 he NortNegiftu coumvaiice at the npe of binlaud by Russia 
was due to tvio reason* In the first place Norwnv ms not 
strong enough to assist riulaud ns well as to protect her 
I otiiidaries Iron a Geamso JnTa*iou which seemed immi 
iietii Geiiinm actunlb tbrealeixd to invade Normt> if ^ 
hhe would assist I mhnd directly orindiitctly in her resist 
fthcelo Russian luvxslait. Norwegians thought that the 
coming of the Nazis would be more dangerous tiiaii /lacrl 
ficiiig Fiulaiid becoiidlj Norway expected that she would 
1< spared her fieedoiu tf she would only Bjfree to conipleto 
the defeat of ruiliwd by objeclfng to the passage of 
nssistBuee to ihat c< untry through her territory 

Iheeten: that followed sliowed thit Hitler allowed 
{'tnllnto dale a free hand in rmlaiid so that he fftighi he 
itlluwed to Irca^ithe solidaiity among the bcandimMnn 
f»»ates'l*cfofr he could 1>rJhg Ihem under his heel Though 
^talin hnd when certain iia\nl lases and strategic »l t«J«n(U 
* mthcbaU'O Kins conquest of rmlaiid, ho bad unenus 
sioublj foigh' Hfilvr's bitile in the North hut forthe » 
dom nadou oT riiilnud b> Riwsia Hitler would hare been 
fuK-d to face the resisiauce of the com! Ined forces of th- 



of pro Gt;riu.«« groups in nil (he ati nil States borJeno' 
■Gerru3ii\ and lousc tbisbroup as a means ofRprenltnjf 
panic nniung Ibe Civil i>opulaiio» of the neutral c<niutnes 
llio»i,h Hitler bad pliutied ihp hnAsJon of th«- 
Nofdierii Countries at ibe very bt-frinnlng of bis re ;me 
the immedtUt cause ft the conflict tvas the ji/l <uk 
ujcident 'During the 1 miiisli (be Germanj thwatensd 
Norway and Sweden with invasiou if they helped Finlui t 
against Russia Meanwhile Germany was importiiij, tutI 
imltlarj matcnats through Norwegian territorial water-^ 
Tlie BriUsli Fleet by Mr Chamberlain s sense of lepnllH 
was constrained to look on But the patience of the 
AduuraliN \as tried too high Avhen the Norwesmn 
auUioTitle'« nllowcd the German ship dltuiar! cninind 
with Bnii&h prisouers to use this covered way O pNof the 
British battleships hoarded the and re** ued nil 

the British prisoner* This was n bold action uo. Ion’ t 
^sjoitlated b% Wjbs on CburcbiJ) the then First Lord rf ) e 
Adnijrfllt> 1 he J»orwegta« Government protp^ie ) but ui 
vflln Once tins fee of Jegahtj wn broken the Jlrrieh 
Nav^ took action to prci ent (be Genaoa ships using the 
Noroegian terntonj) waters The British wivon yie 
Norwegian waters and thisactlonpreelpitated (beapporeni 
ly tiiKldeiJ invasion of Nortberu Countries Iv 7^iHer ^ 
couple of dTjxf before the idvosiob of 23e«tuark, »i ns of 
the German Narj cere found In the ueighbonrhood of 
Naruk Tile British siarshtps pi't out to sea to eiig^ije 
the eiieiux 1 boiilJli the enemy ships showed a tlem pair 
of heels ihej conid not retura to their ports iniscithe 1 
Tins was pOMiive j roof that Germany was aciuilj) pre 
vanug for the invasion of Norway eieu l«(ore flie 
' lltnarl iiiudeui only Ibe Micrdeat gave the Nazis in 
imuiedlflit e\ use t ; pounce upon the defenceless co«nfri”«. 



c( -nd Kotwsi* 'ihe^Te^scUlo? of the nritish- 

pr'^oueT-^ from the' * ^ffmoiA,*'atid tlie imiihig of the 
^sorvregiau terntomt by the British Navy was 

in erpreted bj the Nazis as tbe first step for the iiunsion of 
t\ie NDrt\ietR Countries b> the flWtes, and vadet the guise of 
ttoiecimg these neutral coxiutnes against the uivasiou of 
the \Uies, Hitler inv-ided them 

^\U« on the 9th of April 1940, the GeTtiiaii troops 
imrched into Denmark that country capitulated without 
eveu a protest Considering the might of the Invaders, it 
would hue been Iniiting nothing short of complete 
mmlinailon il the Danes had decided to resist Ereu if 
Ihes danted to resist they had not eien a smiU army 
w OTth the mine Dcoimtk was one of the most denuhtans- 
ed countries In Enrop® though she was one of the most 
progressue «ud probperous countries during the postwar 
\ ears, she look the disarmament pros,ninme more seriouslj 
thin luj other memlwjr of the League of Nations Her 
disariii''iHeiit wis so complete that she was reduced to the 
status of the most harnile>.s State in Europe Ibns wjlbm 
24 hours of Gemnu invisioii Denmark MTUially b^ime a 
■piut of the German Reich 

Uie simultaneous iiu ision of Denmark and Norwij 
point's out that Hitler must hue nothing more than a ^walk 
o\«r 111 Denmark, and that he must hue despatched troops 
to Noiway before he invaded Deumnrk. This more was 
fuiiVier indicated by the rapid occupiliou of Oslo and other 
Soulin.rn ports of Ni)Twa> bj the Germm troops As lu 
tlie cH^ of Poland tbe fccupation of J^orway bv the 
G-riuan Xtmy was assutMlbj the German Air Fore** 'Uie 
njw>ion ol Norvinj vnth the bombing of the 

fr'ou'hein towns b> Gem lu planes and tbe lauding <ii 
— Genian soldiers on ih» Norwegian teriiiorj The Allus 





THE LOV; COUNTRIES FIGHT 
The rapid destniction of Norway’s defcncns hv tb^ 
Senuaii !orce‘> was caused due to the Fifth Column 
that cQuntrr. Hiller had alreadv prepateJ 
that country for attack By cle\er lyiiiff propifranda 

earned on for years he had created a sUouB Fifth Cohimn 
In Korway. and so at the lime when the Oerraao troops 
crossed tue sea andliiidedaiOslo.ihe Fifth Column had 
commenced the aclitities of cutting comimuucatiijns, 
spread ng panic aniong the civil population, niul furnishing 
valuable mformation'to the Gennan airmen to enahl- to 
land on suitahle grounds Besides, the German army wnij 
excelleutly trained for the battle of the North Hitler 
diaened the attention of the Allied forces to the Far Fast 
aud the Medilettaneau by hfa diplomats war in those 
iioarter-i. lie had carried on ‘the war of nerves in the 
Balkans and thus led the BtiUsU to Uuuk that he was 
thmkiug of striking there, while he roiicenirated all ^ his 
nilftht to strike Koiw »y *1 he British poUliciaus could not 
imagine what Hitler would do Ihcy were to some exteat 
-cffughllu the German propaganda net and they despatched 
1 fe,\v powerful Naial units to the Mediterranean tnereby 
weakening the strength of the forces in the homewater'., 

1 his was lualnlv responsible for the British avithdrawal 
flora 'Norwav 1 he la-.! but not the lea&t important fautor 
tint helped Hitler in his campaign was tUo weakness ot the 
Chduiberliln Cabui-l borne of the Cabinet nicrabersi, 
hicludirg the Prime Minister, were deftitists Th-y 
«lri*aiiit of ‘ opp-aseineiF’ and were not serious iboiit 
coutlucliijB the \\ ir, _ 

Wiifeti Hitler’s Notweftnn compaign was aboul to come 
to'n close, llntaui w as threatened by a Cabinet crisis Hitler 
moaihV Ill'll th* cc’sw won’ I develoyi mo a levoJot^Qf; 
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xMlh Britfliu aucl Frauce Again, ^Httler was clcaer enough 
to keep a few efficient Fifth Colomists fu key positions )U 
thes.e cutmtties 1 hese men helped to wait e ail suspicion^ 
of Hitler’s real intentions regarding these countries and 
tliUb kept these small would be \ictims completely dis- 
anne \ and niiprepared to resist auj kind of aggression 
'Jims nheu Hiller inaaded the Low Countries these coun- 
tries Mere hopelessly prepired to teaist the invader 

ihe daj previous to the German invasion of Holland, 
Belguim and Lu’s^bourat.e the German ui eless annoim 
ced that Britain after Norn a> was 'Ctkiiii, a new \ictiiu 
to attack This was clearly a sign tint Hitler bad decided 
to attack the Low Coinitries This tacuc is nothing new 
It IS the same adopted In Norway Before the Governments 
of the Low Countries had tune to contemplate on the pur 
f pose of such Gerhiaii propaganda the German, forces In I 
cross*d the boundaries and were advaucnig towards the 
coast The German bombers flew over the capitals of 
the-,« countries and rained bombs and hiKh explosives U 
<etuie 1 that the Dutch and the Belgians were taken b> 
surprise 

In Lui,embourge it was just a walk o\ er. In Holland 
the army resisted v^itU no eCcet ihe Dutch depended 
upon theit * Hooding devices for the defence of the coou- 
^ try, but these defences proved of little value against the 
merciless bombing and machine gunning of the cimI popu 
lationbi the Gertnau airman . German parachutists who 
descended ill hundreds struck terror in the iniiHs of the 
people and harassed the Dutch army from the rear This 
in denimied the morale of the troops which in turn brought 
nbough‘ he collapse of the defences* 

it was in HnlJaji l tb.atHbJftC W;-, “nircj 

with greater s’ics“ss and m greater number This we poii 


which was conoetverf by- the Russians proved to tie of 
imiuense agerlssive valire. Near!}' IS.OOO parachutists 
were dropped over Ho))aad. Sowie wore German umforras 
others wore .French, 'BriuSh or Belgian uniforms, still 
others were disguised as policemeu, workmen, peasants and 
women. The main task of 'these meu was to supply infor- 
mation to the German anihorities about possible lauding 
place] they were also to disrupt communications ^nd to 
fepread panic among the civil population. It is reported 
that one half of the Dutch casualitiee were caused either 
bj the parachutists or the Fifth Column. 

The political ofgauisatioQ of the Fifth Column in 
Holland fiorked ivith terrifying precision. Not only wss 
Holland a theatre of war with Germauj but that country 
Tsas in a state of civil war. DutcUnwu fired at Dutchmen. 
But for the assistance of these Dutch Fifth colntnnisti the 
Geriuau parachutists could not h.ave succeeded as rap’ldlv 
as they did, The Queen of Hollaiidleft the country and 
the ministers went to England and the armv slopped resist* 
ing. Thus the small democratic couuiry, Holland, became 
a German p'ovince The collapse ol Holland was compV’tc. 
The Gcnuan force reached the sea coast and captured the 
’*port^ they seized the nir ports and lines dfeommtmicn'ions 
" before they nere destroyed or damaged by the Dutch. The 
capture of Holland gave Germany the advaiitsKC of n long 
line of sea ports to coucentrste her forces for crabarktitlou 
when the lime for invading Englam^ oould coroe The 
invasion of the Low Countries was ilmeit to coincide with 
the Cabinet crisis in lUiginsttK Hitler invaded the Low 

Countries on the 10th of Msv. P> ^en Mr. Clnmberhlii 
InJ rc'vicued and the rnrlisineiit was considering the^for- 
inaiioii of a new Cnl'ioet. Hitler knew that a cIimge'oT 
' Cabinet would not be able to give mimcdufe csaisloiice to 



the low Countries, nnd tuus the Low Countries would l>e 
left to deiend themselves against the supenor forces of the 
Germans Hitler s plan worked with tremendous success. 
Before the British and the Prench came to the assistance 
of the Dutch Hollaud had been conquered and the Nazis 
bad entered Belgium 

On May 10th, the daj when Hitler hunched his atUch 
on Lu'eemboutage Holland and Belgium Rt. Hon Wins 
ton Churchill, who was the hirs. Lord of the Adnunlty m 
Mr Chamberlain’s Cahiuet, liecaine the Prime Munster of 
Euglaud England had chosen her rmn of destiny at the 
most critical phase of her bistorv Mr Churchill ls.,the 
only peibon in the Bniish Pmpire who can conduct the 
war against the dictators He is the only British politician 
who imderbtauds the words^f the dictators and who is 
capable of giviug Hitler or Mnssohni-, an apt reply, The 
name of Mr Winston Churchill will go down in history ast 
the greatest War Premier of England 

iMr Churchill s Cabinet was expected to revolutionise 
Fugland^s war effort and the Vreoiier did not fall short ol 
the e\peclatioiis of the p' ople boon after his taking the 
rein-, of Goaernment he offered all possible co*operatloti to 
the Low Co in nes in their re-,istance to the luvudiug army 
A f^cw houT'> after the invasion of the Low Coumries the 
Goaeru neat of the e couu lies requested the Goiernaients 
o! Bnnm and 1 ranee to !>eu I ihfem sufficient help in mater- 
ials fill I meu to enable tlj»m lo defend the independence of 
tbeir countries Accordingly the B E P erased the 
1 nghsh Chanuel aud lauded in tEurope The Prench 
Goieruiuei a] o t,eal their loopstnthe nssistancS of the 
kelgiaiis Bu tinlbitunatelv for the Low Countries tb^ 
ap di > oTlUe Genaac •id\\n<^ atvomplisheii by the terrible 
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stTilfing force of the mighty German Wat MScbuie swept: 
smay all resistauce. Even »tbe combined efforts of Ibe- 
Allied forces were not nWe fo stop the Geriiiau adiance. 

On 15th May, the biitcli CommaDder-iii Chief ordered 
Ins troopS\to cease figbuiig* With this Holland collapsed. 
On the next day the Genaans broke through the Erench 
Front north of Sedan ami invaded France The Gernnns 
had /ilread}* entered Belgitim and tvere n^aknig rapid ad- 
vance toAvards the const. The Belgians fmighl bravely 
pnder the cotennnd of their King. After ten days of 
jatiennons fighting the King of the Belgians capitulated to 
Genniii ruvaders. The Kt»g of BeJgiuDi was denonaced 
for Ins surrender by the British is well as the rreiich The- 
Belgian Ministers who had gone to Tendon sifJ that Kfiig 
leopold’s action was coustitutfopally iiualid. They also 
«iii£l that the Belgians would be ashamed of their King who 
pliyed the part of a traitor The Allied newspiiwrs cal}e<| 
The King ' tnitor ‘ some of them cJntactensiiig Inin ns King- ^ 
Quisling ' 

The Genniii ConuinoiKjiie issued from the hendquattrrs 
of the German High Command said — The King of thV 
Belgians, impressed lj> the deslnictivc effect of the Gftrnnn 
arms h&s decided to give op further seaseiefs Ttihtnare, 
He had complied with the Germao order to capitulate un 
couditiouall^ The Belgian army has accordingly lafd 
down Us arms today nod has thus ccasc^ to exKt ’’ 

If one will cxtnuiue the position with the facts avalln 
file one will admit that Ihe German CoMimiiiiu/hs has 
spoken the inilh for ouCe King Leopold cannot be called 
II irnkof. He surrendered to the Germans when Ijf found 

that Ids .army could no Touget resist enVcine)>, and that 
the help from the Alh's would not fee Qinilabletti cikJi 
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great qiiantuics as wmiU le nece<?aar> to clTeck the 
-jjuaaer:^ But tinlorhimltb tor the kujg iuan\ stone'? 
amputius i«auy mothes ctoiped Mp aiid the kmc; \"ho s,tBod 
i)i his ttoopi, at the hour of the tctnhle German oiisl night 
\ as denoiu ced lu quit'^mdcceiit terms 

loda> when the emotion and wrath of the momenthas 
di-d down the British people look at the action of King 
T^opotd with an mibia«-ed e^c and ire \eenng romid to 
it e opinion ttiat KIuk jLeopol ].ct>ukl not have rlone aji> 
thing el^c vi ider the terrible circumstances in which h-* an 1 
Ills arnij found theina^lve hreuch opinion !» reflected 
an the words of Romaiu kollinl who on behalf of the 
French Govetument wasen aj ed »o bnuging about p*ace 
•in Europe He had manj inierviews with the kings of 
Holhul Norwav aiil Sweden aiil be worked in 

rtollatioration with Henn de Alan who '‘xer'ed rreat Jiiflti 
euce over the Kmg '* 1 ^ Belmun Romani Rolland sajs, 
King Leopold 111 Ua I al Mys been secretly a Geriuano 
phile of TasCiSt tetidcncies> The siiQiieiice of hts mother 
QtieeiiTlezabetb and perhaps aUo the Bavarian blood of 
ttiat luotUer had finally co tnwred From the time n 1936, 
when he caused the break tn vlUance between liis countri 
and Qurs until the bcgimniwc of the war itself he hart never 
ceased fooling us vn conutv nee wituGeriinny A.t the 
tune of the German attack he hid pretended to resist and 
ippealed to the Anglo Fr^-ucii arnneb to draw them into a 
trap, "Now he had pin aside theiuisl mid with the help 
of a faociahsl Tascfst, Tlcnn de ilmi, who hoped to be 
right 11 ; hand he was cousututnv a roveiiimeut at 
G*nii nj b heck and call * 

Howe\<;t deplorable the t. attacks «,oiil I not bo avoided 
111 lilt circmnstancec I he collapse of the 1 reocb srjjj.ij?* 
slowed that their cln-fs were luauily responsible for tne 
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defeat of tbe Allies vn Belgiiuu Wjjen the Freuch Cojniu'»iJi 
failed to send troop> to (he assistancs of Belgium iii time, 
llie^siluition of the Belgian Arms bad become so critical 
that Its capituhtlon was imtuluet tor eighteen cla>s the 
Beltanes put tip stubborn resistance but thej «ereencirc3ed 
by Ibe Germans, they were depnted of food and supplies 
and tbs R A F failed to protect them against air attacks '' 
If tbs Ling would ba\e continued fighting, bis army Avould 
have been completely routed and then he would bare been 
guilty of slaughterhig many of hia men 

The Allied Command complained that Sing Leopold 
capitulated tvitbout their consent and thus preiented the 
British and the Freucit to take measures to check the entry 
of the Germans into France as well as their reaching the 
coast This grombliog has no basis Ou 27tb May the- , 
daj before the capitulation of Belgians King Leopold sent- 
a telegram to Gort “ The Afro> bos lost its heart, after 
four days unceasing ££bting under an intense bombardmeut 
which the RAF has not been able to present Aware 
that ‘the Allied annses nre encircled and that the enemy 
possessed a great super ority in the air The troops bellere 
that the situation has become desparate The moment a{ 
propches when they uill be i nnhic to continue the struggle 
The king will I e obliged to capitulate in order to avoid a 
rout. ^ 

How did the British and the FreucU CDniinander» res 
poud to this telegram ? On 28th hlaj , the British Mission 
sttnehed to the Belgian Atr Force left the field with all Its 
CQUipiuent and a French Division was conveyed on Belgian 
lorries towards the cost This proves that the British amt 
the French Commanders might have realised that the capi 
ulitioQ of IheBeJglflu Araiy could net be avoided 
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In fine one cauno* 1 !npo^e the gtfilt on King I,eopol(i. 
The only cau?e ni the failure of the Allied Arui*>m Belgium 
IS the supenor striking power and the not el method of 
German warfare Ihe Battle of Belgium opened the eyes 
of Britain and France to the fact that superiority In the air 
Is a deaduig factor in modern warfare As these two 
great powers did not possess that superiority they had to 
surrender to the Germans ^ 

Today l^ug I^eopold is a prisoner of war, He has not 
entered into any pact with Hitler He and his people ard 
virtually at war with Germany For this we have the 
authority of the Belgium Minister of Colonies M de 
Vleeschanwer The Minister broadcasting in Fleml^h from 
^Bondon ou 24tU October, 1940 said — Our brave army 
commanded by King Leopold defended out country 
courageously, and in an exemplary manner against the un- 
provoked assault of the Germans 1 be uneven fight lasted 
18 days Ihe capitulation of our army on May 2S» often 
referred to in a thoughtless and malevolent manner, was jis. 
confirmed by subs-quent events, au lueiitaUle ueceaaity 
created by the mill ar> situation 

^0 arrmstiae or peace has since been concluded^ 
Legilli and practically, we are still at wrt with Germany 
On the same day (May 28) the king the Commandenn 
Chief of our army, wai^laken prisoner and continues in 
c- pUvity together with officers And ins field army 

Thus the low Counliles were nnuexed bj Hitler It 
was a great triumpU for the Gennan Chancellor The fale 
of the 1 ijw Countne> threatened the independence of all the 
small n-itlous in Europe. Ihough the small btate*. were 
much weaker than Germany in all respects, they would not 
‘t’nwi-aiependence "hid they stood united to resist 



89 


liopp- w'otiia be f(.jlcdj>y the Gentnii Air Fores The 
s\iccesb ot the Germitns'iu Hollamt amt Bslgum and Iheu 
breahitt; through the French* l{ne<; coii\inced even the 
■veteraubOf the ItnltbU Fighting Forces that evicualiou oI 
troops would be Ixisel with various dingers Th^ BrilisU 
?IiDi*.ters hoped to rescue only 50,000 troops all told. But 
they ^\e^e determined to send ever> i esse I atailableto 
evacuate the troops troiu Fr.ince. As the German advance 
.penetrated the luletior of trance, the B.E F. could lie 
evaciwted only through one port, Dunkirk. Even that port 
bad been banunered t>y ibe Getmuvv (ronv the air As the 
troops concentrated on the beach vvii'ed for boarding the* 
•s^essels that were to «.irr> them torn^lmdr the Germans 
Tpjiied bombs over the port as wtH is the beach. The^ 
troops were liting under tiie heat' hirumer strokes of the 
enemy from the air. Sttll tbev sirtited the great ordeal 
mid mhinged to get to England. *1 ue CN.ploitb of the Roval 
Navy at Dunkirk wis a miracle .Ml the tessels from 
battleships to fishing boils, more thin a thousand in mnn* 
her, were engiged in the work of carr> ing troops Mnuy of 
the fisherineu put to sea, even withotit oiders, for the spirit 
of the sea burned in them. Amou« the own who \oluti- 
leexed to Iniidle the ho Jib aud smaller \ es‘*els were bankers, 
deulUt»>, tixv drivers, yicbtsraen.bov-'re’igir'eers, fisbermeu 
^ and cuibseTvauts. Uwnstbe spirit of r.iiglind, the spirit 
of the Engbsb 'Ninj that was TOobib*'ed to achieve that 
yreniest of tasks. ”* v 

Tlis ‘ great armidi* started from Ei'glandi cros^ed the 
t'hannel, and came to lluakitk- The Getnian I>boats were 
quite active trying to sink every ve-'sel, but they had no 
^ success. Though they claimed a few small veisssls the va-st 
'iiunlDsTj i/i'hw^ntpb anti'boats tint were einpioycU returned 
" mint lowled with men ttud materials. TUe whole operation 
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was earned oat tinder the heavy ‘AlrBIUz’ launched 'b^r 
the Gennaos Waves of GerniaQ bombers flew over the 
ships raioiug bombs, but the Royal Navy enrrieri ou the* 
work uriBiiudfiil of the Germans. After a week of s,treDOtis 
* work /he British Navy brought home 335,000 troops, 
British and French and Indians. It nas a njanelJous feat. 
Iirvasa miracle. It proved beyond doubt the superiority 
' of the British Navy. It also demonstrated the repeated 
saying ‘‘who command the seas command the world.” 
j6uakirk vas the only bright spot in the first battle the'^ 
Allies fought in Europe. 

The German advance continued into France. Tbe^ 
French Army gave away bit by bit after a Strenous batttC 
and the Karts occupied more^tban two thirds ofthecouu* 
try. Fans was bombed by German planes and the German t 
Army aud the German mecbanized units neie on the out* 
skirts of Fans. Ibe Germans occupied the whole of tlie 
^ French coast faciug the English Chauuel. The French 
\ Cabinet chauged and the power pssed into the hands of 
'milltarj coininaiiders OnlTlhJuue, Marshall Fcfam. the 
uew Fremier of France . announced cassation of fighting 
^ between France and Geimany. Marshall Petaia declared 
that France'had lost much of her lenliory and that further 
fightiog would be useless Again be obsened that be 
cot want to see the City of Fans, the foremost symbol of 
civilisation and Freedom in Europe, demolished by rullile^s 
German bombing. He demaiKled Hitler to sign an honour* 
able peace with him, as between soldiers Thus Marsha] 
Petam allowed the Genoao Aimy to enter Pans without a 
fight. The GoTernmect fled. firs> to Touts, theu to. 
Bordeaux, At pieseui Itjs in Vlcby. 

It is impossible to exactly slate the reasons tor the 
loiJjJary collapse of Fxancel however we cao point out- 



91 


ctilaJn Teltveni fact* 'whicli throve soire light on the loattert- 
In the first place the cfipUutation of France was efiected b7 
a group of military chiefs with Fascist tendencies. This- 
group aspired for power and desired to establish dictator^ 
ship in-Fiance. Secondly the Communists in France were 
spreading ‘defeatist rctnours with the avowed object of 
briDgitjg about a revolution in thecountrv. This group 
attacked the British and said that England would be a bnd 
ally of France. The cornmnnistsaimed at attacking England 
as the ally of France, because they v?anted to spread the 
fear pi Fascism among the public so that the country 
might be ready to stage a Bolshevik Revolution. Just 
before the capituation of France, that country was ou, the 
brink of a' revolution, ^he French Communist Party was 
a well'organised one baviug a large following. If the 
Communists bad succeeded lo bringing about a revolution 
they would have captured power. 

Fear of Communism certainly had a strong' defeatist 
influence on the minds of Petain, Weygand, ami many of 
' their military and political associates. These men feared 
revolution fax more than tUe> feared the enemy. Not that 
there was no danger of revolution in France — only the 
danger was mostb increased by the fear of iu Again the*<?e 
military chiefs did not know how to pul down the revolu*. 
tiou if one would break out. Further, the German * whi«- 
pering campaiu’ spread the words "England -is going' 
Fascist anyhow and what is the use of fighting wheu 
Fascism is connug just the baine?". Theje words, very 
adroitly spread among the soldljrs as well ns the civiJ 
population, created a general apathy. The people as a 
■whole were indifferent to ‘the result of the war. Thus it 
"es the internal trouble and the fear of Communism ths^ 
forced Marshal Petaiu to surrender to the”Na2fe. 



9 : 


It ^v'ls urn , ■;,,.^^Ueie«iosuneud«of i eta»u 

Maguiot 1 ” -iding Gcrmao Atm> 

^^ere foicpd to >i> the Gemnns tbit ^ 

M,Ln -mwars an.1 .0 all H-' r«ucH 

0.eT.aua..«^-J; ■’'' 

l„d not It toot a 

adta.itc , „„,,Ie «e ItatHly i 

Dutits tto '=" 1« ' ■;' rite. wb.o M Rty-’f 
,M.t.t..t.«o!tl..rr...cU A^» ' be 

tu. ^''"''' ':/r””S.M.c1m.«dUo.ts .MS d ^ 

jlr.neltAltl'”"!’;'’'’''' ^. P«son.l q'la"'!’ ““’°”® i® 

;rtrrodtu.:t««-" 

-rrrsr:.; — 

Stone-Al •ROI'”™' J“;rf..l> .....olallf; “ ‘'j' 

’"“T bT.be “■= , 

weet amWesist the bick of 

Xt ,s beUe%e4 that Jb ^ Fttncli resistance 

rr-iiice ho* quickened the \^^,^sohm declared tear 

Vhere is not v»«-h tiuU m this ^ t^s 


hnve 136511 •very serious The xesist-xnce of the British aud 
the French Forces miwt have-been formidable nud the 
*%ctlMt> of theRojnl AirForce mnst hate been devastating 
l^xcept for tnese reesoiis Hitler wonld not have thought of 
c'alUug MussoUul to-join him in the French carapaigu' Ft 
IS also possible that Hitler and Mussol in must hate agreed 
about the time of Mussolini s joiimn^ the war and 
Mussolini must hate acted according io a pre arranged 
plan Ihere^s another possibility The German success 
in F ranee mnst have told Mv'ssoliiii that he bad Hit best of 
opportumiies for making a gamble at d sharing in a \ictoty 
'iMthout actively engaging in a major battle Mussolini 
inUat hate been keen ou propping up his prestige in Europe 
and must have decided to join the war simplj to nju-tho’ 
laurels of vicloii \Mthout fightiug It Hitler alone had 
a%on the b'altle in Futope then Mussolini nould have lost 
Jiis face to-'use a Japanese expression m Europe 
Whateacr might hate been the reasons, that prompted the-* 
i^Mce to stab at the back of FraiKe by entering the war he 
has dug the grave of Italy and hiiuselT 
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PUBLISHER’S NOTE, 


This IS the second volume bf the chronicle . 
of the Second World War, It contains two 
parts which were separately published in 1941 
and 1942 . The third part with which this 
volume begins traces the course of the tvar 
from the collapse of France to the British with* 
draw'al from Crete. The fourth part is entirely 
devoted to the chronicle of the German in- 
vasion of Russia. 



' HITLER’S WAR 

(PART ni) 

After ito fall of France ‘ 

The collapse ol France wasa sever© blow to the Allies, 
it lelt England alone to bear the brunt ol the Gernian 
onslaught Now the war was mainly fought between . 
Germany and England and it appeared that the outcome 
ol the war depended upon the result oi Hitler's attempt to 
invade England There was much speculation in England 
and America regarding Hitler's next move The British 
politicians were certain that Hitler would concentrate all 
his energies to cripple end destroy the power ol the R. A F. 
(Royal Alt Force) as a prelude to the invasion ol England* 
The collapse ol France convinced America that she should 
go to the help ol England il she wanted to prevent Hitler 
from planting the Nazi standard in the Western Hemi- 
sphere The lall oi Franco gave a phiiip to President 
Roosevelt and his success in the ensuing presidential elec- 
tions was forecast by the American papers Many ol the 
Americans who were against entering or intervening in a 
European war now realised that England and her Navy 
stood on IHs way ol Hiller’s rcarch to the Western Hemi- 
sphere and veered round to support Roosevelt's decision to 
help England and the cause oi democracy. It canbe rightly 
said that the strength oi the Isolationists in America 
diminished greatly ailer the fall of France 

In the Balhens things loohed dangerous The small 
States wnlci have kept alooi eo lar end have vociferously 
announced iHslr deiermlnalion to defend their neulralUy, 
began to lose confidence in their strenglh to oppose the 


2 


J^azls Thfao S(a‘f9 bccftoo iearslhcken and thus pw 
vlded Iho mo3l f-ivQu*«bTe Ijeld for Gorraan propaganda* 

V/hon »hoNazllntrlguodftvoIop<^i In f'xj Balkans, 

In BumanJa, Slalln emoU danger and look Iho 
ol occupying Beasarabta and liorlhorn Bukovlna fhus de- 
priving Bumanla of pari of her fprriforr. Stalin's nio^ 
wa» nol at all appreciated by the Densecratlc Powers. Be 
was accused ol grablng Iho terrilories of weak nelghbonw 
But Sialln kno^ fflller well and he wa* certain that In 
near future ho would bo required to face Iho Nails In absl*^® 
field and that batllo.fiefd would bo Iho western frontier 
of Russia. Stalin's chief inctiTO In occupying BeesarabW 

and Northern Bukovlna was to keep away the Natls aafaf 

away Ironj proper Russian soli os possible He took line 
^ Iho forolookand gained adeftnifoedvantsge ever Hlll•^ 
Under the protection of the Russo.Gornah Pact, Sl9«s 
did everything his cunning could conceive lo defeat lh« 


*®Bon In Ru-aania, Stalin 
woSdS 1^1;.“'° lull? »«ll that Hill"' 

! to ODpo.e him |„ ,h, ,h5„ e,i,u„, elrcon- 

slancos. No doubt, Hiller could nol .lomech «uoh IrloleN 
on the perl oi his Bolsho.ll Irlend, bol he could nol oponlf 
eccuso Elolln ol onylhlng lor leer ol breoUng Iho Russo- 
bolno. Hlll6r'B bonds and 
nponloB 'f'p IRo 'greal Irlondshlp' holwoen Hi® 

ioDl mum n "od hl» sssoolsle" 

was ton! II d" t ®"*^®*®^RosI*yoIDr.Goebbel» 

LlcL drt T ''”f'>™si.ll„-smcv. inEumsnlo, 

?rfhrdis:?::z:& 

toZondf r ““•wllll’’ 'lh°i"'sonl Zpr.-”" ^ 

Lsrltno ? E-"- tulore 

Zored ft 1 " , Eumsllo, feormanShod 

entered ftol country under Ihe disguise ol lechnloiBns and 
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travellers and were organising a tiUh Column. TheV were 
undermining lha unity o( the Rumanian people and were 
planning Ihe destruqtion o{ that State as an independent 
entity li .Stalin had not advanced. Hitler would have 
advanced. Thus Rumania was between two ilres The 
Russo German Pact made her position very delicate Hiller 
to whom the Rumanian leader looked tor assistance and 
guidance could not check the Russian advance The British 
guarantee was practically Useless alter the fall of France, 
Under such circumstances Rumania bowed to the inevitable. 
For good or bad. she renounced the British guarantee on 
1st of July 1940, and openly associated wUh the Axis This 
j action was a blow to British polioy in the Balkans, for 
Rumania was the largest country In the Balkan group and 
besides she was one of the most important oil producing 
countries in Europe British oil interests in Rumania 
sullered a great set back but Britain, threatened by an 
{lamineot invasion o! her very shores could do nothing. 

Wilh the signing ot the Franco.German Armistice, 
France ceased to exist as a European power. The capliula*' 
Uoa of France made available to Hiller the whole of the 
Flench coast-line ^In the west facing the English Channel 
and the North Sea Italy was relieved of the fear of an 
attack by the French el her rear and besides she got more 
Iteedom oi movement In the Mediterranean 

In the meanwhile Italian troops were being transported 
to Libya and great preparations were being made by the 
Ilalians to launch onallack on British positions m North 
Africa and Egypt Marshal Graziani took over the command 
t of the Italian forces tn North Africa and a large concentra. 
’ ^ Hon of Italian troops numbering 22 000 was noticed on the 

' Libyan- border Also thd IWZarw were preparing fo launch 
an attack on Brlliah Somaliland Uom Abyssinia. 
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The fall of France found Encjland In a light comer 
On the one hand she was threatened wilh an iramlneni 
invasion of her very snores, and on the other Suez, her 
hfe-hqe to the East, was threatened by the Italian forces 
from Libya and Abyssinia. To add to aft these troubles' 

a few French battleships which vrera under the control 
of Marshal Petain seemed to be^going over to the Nazis 
There was every sign that Hiller'VouIdtry to secure the 
use of those battleships against England and Marshal 
Petain seemed too weak to hold the battleships Those 
battleships could be ot immense use to Hitter to cut and 
damage Britain's Mediterranean life line. This faol did 
not escape the shrewd Churchill Fi'ndlng ihai the Franco 
•German Armistice terms did not lay down any definite 
llns ol sellon la be lollowed rajerdlng Ihodjsposel ol ft®' 
irench ballleship,, a„d believing rlqhllv lhal Iher 
find Ihelr way lo Ihe German conlroIJed docks and harbours, 
Iho Brlllsh Premier ordered Ihe Brlllsh Navy to aleam Inlo 
Ihe French ports and scza Iho Frenon ballleships. It w»s 
a very wise •decision that Mr Churchill look. Ihouoh H 
greatly pained all English saUors lo sinks al their lotmor 
'’ in It 'heir hands lo do Ihelr duly, 

while Ihelr hearts wcnl oul lo Ihe French people. 


Fr.nm hinv“'' n n" °I '>■= F'ench ballleships, 

France broke oil diplomallc relatione with Brllalm This 
marked a dramallo diplomatic vlolory lor Germany. II 

wilfiTn , ‘"'n'’""'”” "■"* F'snoe broke Oil relallons 

wllh Brlla n. Now Britain had lost Ih, moral and malarial 
aupporl Ola big Power In Europe, and besides, ih. small 
Slalea In Cenlrol Eun>po.,who had some lallh In Ihe 
prowa.,of lhe VTo,l„rnPow.r..„l,a,ly,i„ conlldenee In 
n vielory lor Iho Demooralm Powers, and rapidly voarod. 


round to the Axis Powers. The emaU Slates lound them- 
selves caught between two ol the mightiest armies In 
Europe, the German torces and the Soviet forces. Strangely 
enough these States preferred a Nazi yoke to a Bolshevik 
one. In the hope ol saving’ their lives these States vived 
with one another in showing their sympathy with the Axis 
ideals and they proclafmed trom house-tops their willing- 
ness to get themselves absorbed In Hjtler's "New Order". 
Anolher slgnlllcant thing that occurred fust aller the 
collapse of France was that the Balkan Stales were atone 
another's throats, Rumania was the immediate victim. 
Hungary and Bulgaria demanded big slices ol land from 
Rumania. All the three countries appealed to Hitler to 
help them del6nd Ihelr claims. This allotded Hrller an 
•excellent opportunity to rope In all thc«9 three countries 
under the "New Order". Hiller was willing to act as 
arbitrator to settle the dispute between the Steles. When 
the States agreed to thld. Hitler under the threet of invasion* 
compelled Rumania to cede the territories demanded by 
both Hungary and Bulgaria. Thus Hitler had dismembered 
the biggest ol Balkan Stales, and had secured Hungary 
and Bulgaria as pawns In his game One who remembers 
the game Hitler played at the time of the annexation of 
Czechoslovakia, can easily foresee that Hungary and 
Bulgaria who had been satisfied at the expense of Rumania 
will be brought under Nazi domination In the near future. 
If these Stales showed any attempt to resist they would 
bo Invaded and destroyed and they would go the same way 
Poland went. Poland not only connived at the destruction 
ol Czechoslovakia, but also shared a part ot the booty. 
And wo know what happened to Poland She not only did 
not keep her booty but also lost 'her very independence 
In the same way by asking Hitler to arbitrate In their 


dispute with RuraanJa, Hungaty and Bulgaria signed their 
death vkarrant Today to all purposes these tv/o Slates 
are under the German domination and they are being used 
to help the Nazis In fighting tbeir enemies. Leaving the 
Balkans Ibera weishal] turn our attention to the events in 
the order of occurrence 

After the conquest of J^ranr» Hitler shoived his desire 
to dictate peace This peace offensive ivas a prelude to an 
attack on England Tnsra a-as nothing naw In ihis peace* 
offer. Hitler had offered peace many (Iizles bafore and every 
peace offer ivas followed by an atiack on the counlry lo 
which he oifered peace Now Hitler offered peace to 
England In his Reichstag speech on l^th-* July he said » 
"In Ihis hour I Feel tl to i>e my duty before my own 
conscience tc appeal once moretoreascnand common sense 
to Great Britain as much as elsewhere I consider myself 
In a position to mslre this appeal since I am not a 
vanquished seeking for favours but a victor speaking in the 
name of reason I can see no reason why this wa“ must 
go on. I am grieved to think of the sacrifices which ft will 
claim I should like lo avert there also for my own psbple. 

I know that millions of German men young end old alike, 
are burning wllh desire at lajl lo settle accounts with the 
enemy^ who lor the second time has declared war upon us 
for no reason whatever But I also know lha* at home 
there are many women and mothers, who are ready as they 
are to make Bacrliices oiall they have In life, are yet bound 
to it by their very kearls Possibly Mr Churchill will again 
brush aside this statement of mine by saying that It Is 
reoroly born of feet and doubt In our final victory In that 
case I shall have retlevod of rot conscionca with regard to 
•things to coma In looking back upon the last ton months 
we ere struck by the grace of Prcvtdenco, which has 
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allowed ifs lo succeed in our great work As for rpysslf 
I* I am deeply moved, realising that Providenoo had called 
upon mo to resiore to my people their freedom and honour. 

Reaaidlnq the outcome ol the war ho said, I do, 
however, realise that Ihls struggle, if it continues, can end 
only with the complete annihilation of one or the other of 
the two adversaries Mr Churchill may believe that this 
will be Germany , I know that it will be Britain " 

In short Hiller demanded the surrender of Britain 
Hitler said that he had conquered nearly the whole of 
Europe and thus had established his right to build up 
German hegemony In Eurbpo ^e wanted Great Britain to 
accept Germany's leadership in Europe Also he pointed 
out that if Britain would not surrender to the might of 
Germany, Britain would he completely annihilated 

Britain, however, refused to surrender On the other 
hand the Brillsn people under the leadership of their Prlrro 
Minister, Mr Winston Churchill told Hitler to go to the 
Devil Mr Churchill brushed aside Hitler's peace offer and 
proclaimed to the world England's determination to fight to 
the end and destroy Hiller and HUlerlsm Now It became 
Inevitable for Hitler to continue the war Hitler *Va3 
confident that he would be able to crush British resistance 
by Urst ciippUng the powerof IheR A F and then euccess- 
lully invading the country Heqave orders to the Luftwaffo 
to reduce London to ashes Now began the fierce battle 
In the air unprecedented in the hlsloty of the human race. 
Even the British people were terribly afraid of the 
Luftwaffe but they were dolennined to suffer the worst to 
The way in wblca 3:11810 
opposed the Germans intheeiran^ the coolness with which 



hor people saffored the {enlb'le lo3s ^d destrucUon caused 
to their homes during the three months of the alr-botde fs 
admirable. Beforegolnqlnfodetallareqardingthe air bait!® 
over England, we shall cast our eyes to another theatre of 
war. Hiller had planned \o teungb slmuIJaneous altachs 
In the East and the West. White the Luftwaffs was actire 
over England, (he (all-end ol ihe Arle, the Italian forces, 
was active in Africa. The Italian forces invaded British 
Somaliland from Abyssinia. '' 

The Fell Of British Somaliland 

On August 6, the Italian fcrces Invaded Qxfttsh Somali.^ 
land. Geographlcallr British Sorealilands. lies wedged 
between French and Italian Soroalilands The collapse 
■ ol France deprived the British ol theasBistenee of the 
French forces. Besides, French Somaliland observM 
, neutrality ihareby esposihg the western part of British . 
Somaliland to Italian ettacks Over and above all these, 
the British had stationed only a very small number of 
troops In this Protectorate The British forces were mainly 
concentrated In Egypt to prevent the Italian attack from* 
Libya. In short. British Somaliland put up stubborn resist* 
ance to the Invaders V Ub the main object of cutting the 
enemy communjcalions and inflicting heavy losses beforo 
yielding ground The Italian forces were tremendously 
superior to the British forces In number and equipment, 

, and had the advantage of powerful mechanised units. 

The Italians advanced in three columns and retained 
the initiative throughout ihe ten days of battle. No doubt, 
they auHered heavy losses as they advanced along the 
coast being shelled end bombarded by the British Navy In 
the Red Sea and the Arabian Sea The bailie progressed'' 
.to the advantage oi Ihelnvaders and the Brlllsh prepared 
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for the evacuation, of the Protectorate. This was, no doubt, 
a vicloTV for the Axis and defeat for the British We can 
say that it was more o! a defeat for British prestige In the 
Xast than for British arms The evacuation of British 
SoroalilanH lowered British prestig^ In the eyes of the 
Eastern Nations and for the time being there was anxiety 
and tear, it not panic, among the people of those countries 
which depended upon the British Army and Navy for their 
protection. In England the British defeat in Somaliland 
was accepted as inevitable , at the saiiie time the Prime 
Minister was cnllolsed for his conduct of the war It even 
seemed possible that the Axis forces would launch an 
atlaek on Aden, Egypt and Suez The British people knew 
that everything depended upon how they would resist the 
Italian attacks tn those areas and they knew v/ell that the 
• only way ot reviving contldence In the minds of the people 
in the British possessions In the East would be to deal a 
heavy blow to the Axis forces in Libya For the time being 
there was a great cloud hovering over the whole ot the 
British Empire. There was doubt end suspicion in the 
hearts of all> about the outcome oi tbs war The British 
Emp^ was In the greatest danger and the Axis propa* 
ganda gave out that the Empire was on its last legs and 
would crumble down at any moment It must be admitted 
frankly that thousands ol the subjec's of His Majesty believ- 
ed that Britoln would ial) In those d^rk hours when every 
thing seemed to be slipping from our hands there was one 
ray of hope, and that was the magnificent way in which 
the RAF drove back the German eagles from the skies 
over England In the Battle ofBrUalnlbat was raging fierce- 
ly, it seemed that th« Germatm for once had not been 
successful, and the BrlhaH people, in spile of the severe 
damaga intlictsd on them end their homes by the German 
eirnendld not loss their piotal- Tt-ey bore Iho brunt of 
^ the attao*. defiantly and rregnanlmously. 



Th© Tironlh ol August ended wUh one notable Incident 
in the Balkan^. KingCa^oI of Huntania abdicated. The causa 
of the ebdioalion Was th^ coeston of part of Transylvania to 
Hungary. Rumania was forced to cede this terntof y uridet 
the threat of a Nazi tnvaalon. Asihave already painted ouf» 
Rumania agreed to accept Hitler's verdict regarding the 
long<8tandlng disputes between herself and her rtelgbbobrs. 
Hungary and Bulgaria, and Hlllar. to serve his dwn 
• tnlerpsts. decided that Rumania should ‘cede part of 
Transylvania to Hungary. Thiff decision of Hitler was hailed 
as a betrayal fay the peasants of Transylvanfa and 
tfiey rose In revolt against King Carol who had oUowed 
such things to happen The rebellion was put down wllh 
the help of the German Gestapo and the Iron Guards <tha 
PascSst Army of Rumania) King Carol who W4s partly 
responsible for the Nemesis that had overtaken his country 
lound his throne untenable and hence abdicated. The 
result was catastrophic to Balkan untly. If the Rumhnlaris 
had settled thefr dispoles with their neighbours poacefully. 
then there was a possibility of all pi8 peoples of the 
Balkans Jolnllyformlng ab/oc lb delerd Ihnfr fndependancB 
against any foreign aggression Tha Balkan .States wert> 
atone another's ihifoat for years and thfelr (allure to unite 
even at the critical hour when their very Independence 
was In the balance decreed Ihelr doom The surrender of 
Rumania to Axis arbllraflon destroyed the last ray of hope 
o! Balkan unity and placed Balkan and DanubJan countries 
at the mercy of their powerful and aggressive ndlghbodrs. 
Germany and Italy. In dismembering Rumania Hiller had 
scored a victory over the. Allies In the Balkans; also he 
liad pronounced capMal sontonceon these countries. 


. The' BalUe ’of Britain . 

When Churchill brushed aside the peace oiler ol HlUer, 
the dlclalcr decided lhat Enqland should be defeated at 
any cost. He commanded Marshal Goetlnq, to let loose the 
Luftsvaffs over England. Thus began the Bailie ol Britain. 
Nothing like the air Bailie olBrllatn had ever been louqhl 
before in the history of mankind. In the Great War of 
1914-16 there were combats In the air between bmall 
'formations ofllghler aircralls but the fight was between 
Individual planes. A decisive victory was decided by the 
slow-moving Infantry In Flanders. In the present war 
things have changed greatly and the Germans, who have, 
perhaps, the largest number of aircrafts, hove decided to 
.score a victory In the air before atferapHng an' Invasion of 
, Britain. The Gorman airmen were confident of victory/ 
^or during the ten months of baltle that had gone by, the 
Germans bad scored victory after victory mainly because 
, of their superiority la the air. It was the alr^Buperiorlty 
j ot the Germans that enabled the German lank and 
mechanised columns to penetrate the enemy lines in 
Poland, Belgium and Froncel In the campaign In Norway 
• It was Ihe German air-force that drove the English troops 
out of the country. Even the British Navy could not stand 
her ground and support the British land-forces against the 
German attacks from the atr. Thus drunk with the victory 
of the past ten months of war in Europe, the German air- 
men thoujht that they would bo able to cripple the Royal 
Atr Force and destroy the ports and aerodromes In 
England thereby lascllltatlng the German array fo land on 
English soil to strike at the British land defon ces.‘ For once 
the German airmen were defeated. Their confidence was 
rudely shaken by the magniflceat resistance of the Royal 
Air Force. * ' 



altacVs ior a weefc, but she kpow ihal Hiller bad not given 
up the bailie and that il would be resumed wllh qrealer - 
InlensUy and violence. In the meanwhile the Brilish air* 
cralls were reqylarly Hying over the French Coast and 
bombing Ihe invasion barges and army conceniratlons. 

It is to be remembered here that Hitler was so conlldenl of 
success in the air»baltle that he had concentrated specially 
trained Invasion -Iroops and barges at the French Ports. 
He was ready to Invade Britain end ca'riy the war into Ihe 
enemy country, but everything depended upon the smash- 
ing of the power of the R A. F. Well, so far the R. A- F. 
had proved a match for the Luftwaffe and for the first 
time the German blitzkrieg over England failed. * 

. When the second phase of the German altecTc was 
launched it was on a wider sHpete. this tlme'the German 
airmen did not concentrate on coastal toAnsand ports, but 
' covered a wide range paying their altontton to all the 
inland aerodromes and alrcralt taclorles This^ time a larger 
number of bombers escorted by a greater number of fighters 
than on the previous occasion made a determined attach. 
The attach lasted lor twelve days commencing from 24th 
August and lasting up to 5lh September. During this period 
more than 35 major attacks were delivered by the Luftwaffe. 
The altachs were successful In so far as they caused great 
. damage to property and civilian life, but it was once again 
a failure as it did not succeed in its objective. The 
Luftwaffe set out to destroy the R. A. F. but to the groat 
consternation of the German leaders, the R A F. gained 
the upperhand In the battle and German aircrafts turned 
tails and fled. The second phase o{ the Bailie of Britain 
cost^ the Germans neatly 600 aircrafts and hundreds 
of pilots. 

In spile of such heavy losses Vlsrsh.il Goetlng would 

not accept defeat. Now hewas determined to reduce the 


c,pU.l .0 ==he= "" ^en 

the Battle o! Britato * ® „„,i ,,„,a theughUhal 

„,ta=V on J=™ ,„a caualnp terrible deelruc- 

byialnlnobor^be the 

tion to property qteally mistaken In such 

Britons to ,q. The British .people ^'h 

tZafh and do'™ “fto moraU 

hearfaeiontent. still no could not break 

oI the the end the 

nicted '‘os’l’ J ,hS„ unwillingness to encountei 

°°?rtr«aTs London did not emerge unsMlhotl from 

®' S Ifdellyered by the Germans. The Germans In- 
j' damaao on docks, buildings, several laclorlos, rail- 
nmScatlons and eleetrle plants. Great and famous 
bulid'ngs such as Buckingham Palace, SI. Paul's 

a the Houses ol Parllomonls were damaged by the 
Germ nl Thousand, ol live, werh lost. The Germans 
?uld not accomollsh the ruin they had wrought easily. 
, They paid very heavtly. They lost nearly 900 aircraft 

during the 32 malor attacks the, launched between 6th 

Seolomber and Sth October. Allot the 51h Oclolmr the 
German ollenslve lost its vigour and the R A. F. tocame 
the master of the air over England. The Gctmjns ^>e®P'‘ 
ed a few mnfo altacks but the, wore met over Iti" Channel 
IhnSolllltesand Hurricanes and driven back. TO", 

™,e n=fall^ed.og=.ny,.ro„e.r th.lr oblecllve. Thu. 

Ihe atlock died down and tlowly ca-ne to an end. 



BallU oi BtlWn was over. Thb battle resulted in Iho 
deieat ol the Luflwaffo aAd the victory ot the R. A. F. ^ 
Hitler's Invasion plan had to be ^lostponed for sono future 
period. England was for the time belna saved from the 
danger of invasion. In .truth England, got a now lease o 
life and this she owed to the E. A. F. Before casing the 
account of the Battle of BritaiB I should not fall to mate 
a mention of the offensive part play&d by the R. A. F. 
Besides protecting England from the German mass raids, 
the British airmen were also engaged In launching attacba 
on German porta and Garman occupied ports In Northern 
France. ' Also they raided Berlin to avenge the German 
raids on London Though the R. A- F. olleosive on Berlin 
was not so intens'ive end fierce as the German raid on 
London, at least the R. A. F. demonstrated to the German 
people that their capital was not Immune from air atlacIcS. 
They gave the Germans a Uste of what to expect in the 
future. The R. A, F raids On Berlin dtd cause dpmages to 
properly and lives, but more than that it shook the German^ 

. moral. The Germans were assured by Gootlng and ' 
Goebbels that Berlin would be safe from alr*Bttacks and 
that the defences of Berlin were so stiong that it would be 
ImpossWe for any enemy aircraft to penetrate them. Now 
the R. A. F. raids brought home to the German people that 
in the near future they should be prepared to take all they 
had given to the British people The raids told the German 
people that Britain was resolved to destroy German 
industries end factories and other defences in the same 
way in which the Luftwafh dtd tn England. 

• To sum up. In the Battle Britain, the Germarrs met 
their equals. The complacency end confidence* they had 
gained due to Vnesr easy viclory over weaher nations 
received a shock from the blows of the R. A F. The 



Germans learned from the Battle oi Britain that the Bil'is 
were as tough as they themselves were and to win battles 
against Bnfaln would not be eoeasy as it had been agslns 
other peoples Hitler seemed to have realised this 
beiore he launched the atr attach on England seemed 
to have come to the conclusion that there were only two 
great pd?/ers In Europe and they were England and 
Germany He also had resolved that tt was Impossible tor 
Both these to be the leader ot the world It should be 
either England or Germany In hia speech on July 19 ha 
had admitted this fact When he otiered peace to England 
»he virtually demanded her surrender thereby recognising 
Germany s leadership ^ When England scorned at Hiller s 
peace oiler the superman of Germany resolved to fight 
out the Issue Thus the present war is a war for the 
domination of the world and not one for the revision of 
the Versailles Treaty and Hiller has resolved that Germany 
should be the leader end ruler of the world In the bailie 
of Britain the English ^ople backed by their Dominions 
and Colonies had challenged Hitler s claim to dominate 
the world By winning the Battle of Britain the English 
people bad dealt the first blow to Hltlgrs leadersh p of 
the world 

V 

Here and There 

With the cotnmenceraenl of the Battle of Britain 
Hitler intensified the war at sea When a war rages on 
more than one front and in more than one form one Is apt 
forget the lesser Important events From the very 
begirining of the war the Germans concentrated on the 
attack of British merchant vessels Bailing the high seas 
Once Britain B sea coiamunfcatlona are cul and her 
merchant ahieis destroyed ehe will be starved and Blarva 
tlon Will force her to surrei aer One of Hitler b aim was 
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lo blocTcade Britain by slntlng nnd attaching vessels 
mg cargoes to Britain. Tbls b© Intended to accorop Is 
to launching a submarine attacV troin under 'the sea on 
bombing troTJ the air V/hllo the Luffwaffo was poun n? 

■■ the British ports and seltinq ablaze British cllleS/ t o 
Gorman raiders and submarmes lay In wait on all the 
important ocean routes topounchupon tbeBtllisn convoys. 

To some extent the Germans succeeded in this campaign. 
The Brlllsh losses were severe but not much as to crlpplo 
Jior sea communications As the days passed Britain 
seemed to master the situation in the Atlantic The Royal 
Navy ploughed the deep tn search ol Nazi raiaors and 
submarines and destroyed a good number of them As a 
result of the vigilance of the Brlllsh Navy and the Fleet 
Air Arm irost of the Nazi raiders were driven to shelters 
In ports, and British shipping losses began to be on the 
decline. However, it was not possible for Britain to 
completely eliminate the Nazi raiders or submarines from 
the ocean hlgh-ways, nor was it possible lor the Nazis to 
cut oil the British sea communications ThiMea v er will 
ba Vioged till peace comes lo be established and both 
sides will have to be prepared for losses 

The Battle of Britain did not turn out as Hitler expect- 
ed. The iollure ol the Battle ol Britain found a huge con- 
centration of Nazi Troops on the western ports of France. 
These troops ware brought lo Invade Britain as soon as the 
Nazis would establish air supremacy over the R A. F. 
Again. Marshal Grazianl failed lo launch the much felted 
of offensive. The large concentration oi Italian forces in 
Libya qnd the movements olltalian troops from Abyssinia 
to the border ot Sudan gave^ the Impression that Hitler ’ 
and MussobnV were planning two major oltenslves to be 

launched against Egypt to synchronize %/lth the tnvas'on 
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of Brilflin. Tha failure of the Laflwaffe to destroy the 
power of fhe R* A. F. upse! Hiller's Uraefable. Though 
Marshal Grazfahl had more than 300,000 troops under him 
ho did nol launch Ihs allack. Tho Italians 'moved slowly 
along the North Atrlcart coast uplo Stdl Barranl. Their 
movement was hampered by the Mediterranean Fleel and 
the R- A. F. stationed at Cairo The British battleships 
shelled enemy troop concentralfons along the eOaal and 
the R* A. F. set on fire dumps of amoniUon and stores, 
while the British advance petrol engaged jhe advancing 
enemy In skirmishes. In the meanwhile the Imperial troops 
stationed tn Egypt and Sudan were greatly reinforced and 
slrenglhened to Jaupch an attack on Marshal GrarlanI's 
forces. 

In the Balkans things were heading for Irouble, Every* 
thing that happened In the Balkans helped Hitler' in hts 

chief object the deatnicljon of Balkan unity. Trouble 

started' In Rumania in connection W)lh the cession 'of 
territory to Hungary. The Rumanian peasants rebelled 
agalnsl the Government end there ware signs that the 
country was heading for a civil war. The pro^Nazi-Prime 
Mlnlsler of Bumania appealed to Hitler for help and the 
Nazi Dictator ordered hfs troops to march Into Rumania 
and occupy that country in the Interest of peace.* This 
decided the late ol Rumania. Wilh the occupation of 
Rumania by Ihe Nazi troops that country became a district 
of Germany. The Rumanian G5vernment did Hitler's 
bidding and the Gestabo dealt with all the anil Nazi 
groups and individuals tn the country In theircuslomary 
manner. 

On September 4, the United States transferred 50 
destroyers to Great Britain and In return she secured air 
and naval bas-^s in Bptlsh possessions In the Allantlc- 
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These bases were leased lo the U. S. A. tor 9 years. 
Britain v/as In urgent need cl deslroyero to prolocl her 
convoys and so the United States destroyers wore welcom* 

©d hoaiUy by the Royal Havy. Though the Iransler ol 
destroyers v/as an Inalqnlllcant Incident In comparison 
with the mighty events that were happening over the 
British Isles, it went to prove the cordial relations between 
the two English speahlng countries. It also made bnown 
to the world that the United Slates was ready to render all ^ 
possible help to Britain to enable her to win the war. 

In the meanwhile Hitler Was busy planning his diplo- 
matic oHenslve. In order to combat the gesture ot British- 
American friendship that was exemplHled in the destroyer- 
deal, Hiller was trying 16 bring Japan Inlo the Axis. 
Negotiations and talha were going on between Germany 
and Japan for some lime and the Japanese Foreign Minister 
paid a visit to Berlin to discuss certain points personally 
With HUler» As a result o( these tallrs Japan recognised 
Hltlor^s * New Order ' tn Europe end In relurxv- Hitler 
recognized Japan's claim lo establish her own order in 
Asia. Thus the Berlln-Rome-Totyo Axis cam© Into being. 

This Pact envisaged the division of the world among 
the three aggressive countries Germany Is to have the 
whole ot Europe; Mussolini will be Emperor of all Africa 
and Japan will baco^me the leader ot the East.” By folning 
the Axis, Japan demonstrated to the world that she was 
determined to continue her aggressive policy In the East 
, and that Isho would not lose the opportunity offered !by 
the vmt to gtab whatever lerritory ah© could -lay her 
hands on. Also U seemed that the Axis Powers wanted to 
frighten^ America by demonstrating their solidarity to 
destroy democracy.^ This Pact had one reacllorj. American 

opinion^ hardened against Japan and Afnenca decided not 
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to submit to the Inllmtdalton of the Axis Powers 
Hitler tt was a suceese Ha was able to keep America®* 
worrying about the situation In the Pacific * Japan s 
joining the Axla forced both Britain and America to keep 
a Bufticlent number of troops In their possessions in the 
Pacific This prevented the British from using all their 
man power and maletiafs against Hitler in Europe Japan 
was given the task of catiyinq on a war of nerves In the 
East while Hitler wont on with his aggression In the West 
The pact made the problems confronting Britain more 
compH''ated and difficult Britain has more possessions and 
Interests In Asia than that ol any other country Next conies 
America But at the time of the signing of the Berlin Home 
Tokyo Axis Pact Brltam was bearing the brunt of the Gor 
man onslaught from the air Sho was lighting against odds 
She had lost the support of her allies and ituod alone 
against the combined forces ol Germany and Ital^ and 
the Quisling armies of the Axis in the occupied countries 
It seemed {hat England was facing the whole worldjtngle 
handed Though she hoped for malerlal su port from 
America, she was not certain of gelling any Immodlatoly 
The American people were undecided and public opinion 
in America v-as not unanimous in supporting President 
Boosevelt 9 third term Russia seombd to bo hoIp*ng 
Hjllerlo iuriher his aggressions In Europe It Was well 
tnewn that Slotlln did not In the least like tho Beilin 
Borne Tokyo / sis Pact but If was loo late lo undo Iho 
mis-hlot It did not suit Slalln^o brake of! rolalJons wlfh 
Hlllar alihouqh ho know Ihot Japan i joining the A*l< 
made his poslilon very de’lcale Ho wet presented with 
a fai* 0 “CO"-p// ha tnoutd etthor Join tha TrlparUte 
Pact or should be prepared lo fight G*>r~any end lapse 
Onlwolronl* "^hal was wl at iho Pact meant |o Stalin 
In the Pa^{ no rnenll rwesmaJeo'B ja'aotharo In tb® 



division ol Ihe world. It nppoarod that Russia was meant 
to be-flbsoTbed in Hiller's 'New Order ' in Europe. This 
means that the whole o! V^estern Russia/ with the vast 
industrial and agricultural areae, will be under the direct 
domlnallon ot dermany, white Russia wilt be allowed'her 
treedom to bo master ol the barren and snow-clad Siberia. 
Stalin decided to alt on the fence for the time being. This 
allllude ot the Soviet Dictator only encouraged Hiller's 
designs in the Balhans 

By Joining the Axis Powers, Tapan hoped to Impose her 
aggressive designs in the East, especially to Burma, French 
Indo-China, Boinoo, Philippine Islands, East Indies, Siam, 
Sumatra, Malaya and the coast ofChlna. She dreamed of 
establishing *' Eastern Hegemony" now called Japan's 
New Orde- In the East. In short, Japan wanted to carve 
out an Empire in the East and she found that the European-' 
War which had embroiled all the V/eslern Powers, had 
prevented the English and the Americans from actively 
resisting her designs in the East. She hoped that her 
neighbouring countries which were too weah to defend an 
invasion would surrender to her will Just like the Balkan 
countries surrendered to the will of the Nazi Dictator. But 
Japan had been engaged In along war with China for the 
last five years and she had not been able to achieve any 
appreciable success Also she was not prepared to 
encounter a battle against the combined forces of Britain, 
.America, Australia and Ihe other small Eastern Islands* 
^ She knew that she was not playing a .successlul' game ; at 
the same time she was encouraged by Germany's successes 
Jh the Vrest. Her "chances depended upon , Germany's 
congue'ring the whole of Europe, and besides, the Russo 
GermAn Pact a'ssured her that Russia would not interfere 
^ v.ith her designs In the East She knew that she 
gambling, but she did It.* 


was 
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Hitler had succeeded. He had forced the B'Ulsh to 

maintain strong forces in the Far East ^ Japan would pro^s ^ 
at least of some nuisance value Again, America ^0“ 
thlnt twice before entering the war. If she enters | ® ^ 
War, she should be prepared to fight against Japan in ® 
East and to help Britain to carry on*the war in the ®* 
Hitler hoped that America would not risk so much to ic 
Britain's battles 

• ^ Italy Attacks Graeco 

On October 4 the Dictators met at Brenner Pa** ^h® 
official statement Issued from Berlin regarding the meet'nc 
simply said that the Dictators were agreed on issu®* 
regarding the conduct of thowarand the Axis was strong®^ 
than ever before The events that followed the ne9tli''5 
said a different tale Hiller must have been greatly 
satisfied with Mussolini's failure to launch the ollenaWo lit 
Libya fio must have taken Mussolini lo fast for 
to play his part The defeat the Luftwaffo had suf’crad 
in the Battle of Britain was not pleasing to the Nacts and 
hence It was Imperative that some thumbing victory must 
be won in somoolhor field lo servo as a screen to hide th® 
defeat. The Jmmedlsto result of the Brenner meoIJnu 
that Hiller began to press Marshal Potaln to co operafa 
fully with Germany In her war against England Muijollnl 
ordered fhe'lfalfan Press tocarry on a vigorous propigan^® 
against Greece It seemed that MuasolinI wanted to find 
some excuse to Invade Grease which .was within «a»y 
approach of the Italian forces In Albania Mussolini rrusf 
have thought that Grif«* could bo oailly overrun as H 
was a small co*4ntry and ea Us iorces Ware eompsrnU'ftjly 
weaker He depended upon the numerlclsl superiority of 
hU forces and the safe lines ol co’nraun!catl‘'ns through 
AtbsftJs lo liunrh * v}-“‘''r*e IS }rv<«!on of Orerc® While 


he v?as preparinq {he ulUttialura to be presented to the* 
Greek Government/ the Italian Press accused Greece ol 
helping the Allies to Ilqhl'agalnsl Italy and Germany. 
Greece was accused ot having oHered facilities for the 
British troops and Navy in the Greeh ports In the Medlter*"" 
ranean and of having allowed the British warships to use 
her territorial waters to pul into action their aggressive 
designs against Italy. The Press gave out to the world 
some hints about the nature of the ultimatum that would 
be 'sent to Greece by the Duce Along side with the Press 
campaign against Greece, concentration of ftalian troops 
along the Albanian Greek frontier Vas observed. Exten* 
Blvo Iroop-movemenls were reported from Albania end 
thlsjnade known to the people of the world what was 
ahead. Mussolini was determined to invade Greece and 
the whole world was oxpeclan*. The Greeks who were 
fully aware ol what was coming prepared to resist the 
invader. They were confident that with the assistance 
ol Britain they would be able to rout the Italian forces 
and keep them away irom the Greek soil. The British 
Government stood firm by the guarantee they had given 
to Greece. 

On the 28th October lha Italian Government sent an 
^ ulllmalum to the Greek Government demanding passage 
lor troops through'^reece so as to occupy certain strategic 
Greek Islands during the period of the war. The Italian 
Government accused the Greek Government of aiding the 
British and thus not observing strict neutrality. In the 
Interest ot Italian security and as a guarentee of Greek 
neutrality the Italian Government demanded ot the Greek 
Governfcent that the Ital^n armed forces should be 
a.U/ifl'a'i 'oaviiTfj Greek Is'iends and Yna't Yn© 

Government should rot obstruct the passage ol 
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• troops. TfioNofoalso eddod fhaf if tho Italian /orcft 
oncoiinl6r‘'d any retrlalarco. such raalslanco would Iw 
mol by arms and Iho* Greek. Government would assume 
lesponslblllfy tor Iho consequences. 

General Meta*«s, the Greek Premier, replied to 
Note oayfnq that It amounted to a declaratton of war on 
Greece and refused to surrender without giving flghh 
Thus the invaelon of 'Greece by Italy commenced on the 
29lh of Oclober. 1940. 

Italy’s attack on Greece was undoubtedly an un* 
provoked aggression. , Mussolini'* excuse 'tor Invading 
Greece was Just similar to Hiller's excuse tor invading 
Bolgluo) and Holland. It seemed that Hiller had 'forced 
Mussolini'* hand ioairike at Greece immediately. During 
the three month* lust preceding the invasion o] Greece/ 
Mussolini wa* Irylng to pick up a quarrel with the Greek*/ 
but he-coold not succeed. As a last resort ho determined 
to b'a as unscrupulous as Hitter. By attacking Greece, 
Mussolini broke the pledge gave to Greece at the time 
of Italy's declaration oi war against England. He said/ 
"I solemnly declare that Ilaty ’does not intend fodrag'in 
other peoplea who are her neighbours tnto this conflict. 
Let Switzerland, Yugoslavia Turkey, Egypt and Greece 
take note ot these words of mine." In.spjte of those solemn 
words the ZJuce invaded Greece ThoU is nothing much to 
comment on the action of the Fascist Dictator. The success 
ot Hitler in Europe greatly undermined Mussolini's 
strength. He was only playing second fiddle to Hitler." H 
was a great fall to Mussolini ' the giver of Fascism to 
Europe 'Ift was shrewd enough to realise that If he 
opposed Hitler and joined the Allies he would dlssppoar 
into oblivion and his country would be over-run by the 
Nazis. Ha knew full well the might of the' Germert* 



war-machine, and belnga’nexl door neighbour to Germany, 
he dared not go against Hiller., By playing second fiddle • 
to Hitler, the Duo© hept hisjwsllion In Italy and more-over 
he hoped to share In the spoile'the Nazis would bring at 
thb end ol the war. In order lo save his skin Mussolini plun. 
gad his. country into the conlllcl. There is no doubt about . 
the fate ol Italy at the end ol the war. 11 theNazis'wln 
Italy will become a vassal slate-to the Third Reich, and If 
ihe Allies win Italy will cease to be a Great Pov/er. 

Dllferenl .motives were allnbutsd to Mussolini for 
.'invading Greece. But the main purpose was to dissipate 
the British ioices stationed at Egypt* The Axis Powers . 
know that Britain would keep her pledgo^lo Greece and 
would send ioices from Egypt to assist the Greeks. When 
the BtlUsh iotces would become weaker In Egypt the 
Italians would launch their attack from Libya. That was 
the plan. Also the British Mediterranean Fleet would be 
called upon to help the Greeks in their fight against th© 
Italians and so the Italians would b© able to transport 
'troops and materials lo. Libya lo slrenglhen their forces 
there so as to achieve a detlnll© victory when th© attack' 
'would be launched, i 

' ‘•The'spreading ol tho war lo Greece threatened the 
• whole ol the Balkans end the Near Easl. British people 
Were greatly anxious lo defend Egypt and Suez. It Egypt 
and vSuei wers'lo tall to the Germans, then that jWOuld be 
the beginning ol the collapse ol the BtiUsh Empire. With'^ 
out her, Eastern ■ possessions Britain would be starved to 
deaih, and it appeared that Hitler was decidedly aiming at 
striking the most vital cenlro o! the British Empire. The 
Invasion ol Greece by Italy presented the British, Cabinet 
' with greater end acute problems. Britain declared that 
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Woutd honour her pledge !o Grease and would send 
possible help The gueallon was how much help BriJol*' 

could give. At the time ai the Invasion ol Greece 

had been pounded by iho Luftwaffe and many ol her 
armament lacloties had suffered heavily thereby slowing 
down the production of war materials She was virtually 
dependent on her Domlnjon# and colonies for auppli®* 
all kinds of war materials. Even this was not easy of access 
..as the Nasts'wore intensilylng' the war at sea Tot, Britain 
decided to go to the help of Greece The British warships 
steamed into the Mediterranean and hampered Italian 
,* transport of supplies to AJbAila Meanwhile the small 
' Greek rfrmy fought Ueotaiy with 'ita Iradibonel Spartan 
couragff end hung back the invading forces The Jf«t 
thrust of the Italian fo'rces from Albania did not achieve 
any success On the other hand the Italians began a 
losing battle against Greece Mussolini's Invasion of 
Greece vas parallel to the Soviet Invasion of Floland 
After the first few dgys of lighting the Italians realised that 
the Greeks were rather a harder nut to crack than they 
Imagined. In spite of the initial losses they threw in 
battalions after battalions only to be mewed down by' the 
Greek guns and charged by the Greek bayonela The war 
against Greece continued for five inoaths resulfino in 
tremendous Josses to the Italian forces end glorious victor' 
ies to (he Greeks. But forifheNaal Intervention at a laf®f 
stage Ihe Invasion of Greece would have ended in UoHan 
Ignominy From a purely military point of view the in- 
vasion of Greece was an inglorious defeat for Italy, lor so 

long as Italy fought alene> Ihe gallant Greeks threw them 
baedt and boeldes carried the betlle to ihe enemy's soil 
find it was even feared in Homo that the Italians would be 
forced out oj Albania in case Ihe Hezis would not he’^ 
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While Mussolini was engaged In a losing baltleagalnsl 
Ih© GreeVs, Hiller was preparing to dazzle Ihe feyes o{ the 
world by attempting to gain a victory on the field of 
diplomacy. He roped In Hungary and Rumania into the 
New Order" ai\d announced to (he world that those two 
countries had joined the Tripartite Pact The next move 
was to rope In Bulgaria and Turkey If Hitler could 
succeed in doing this he could hane won the battle against 
Britain as well as against Russia Once Russia Is isolated 
irom all her neighbours she can be easily attacked and 
defeated This was the object of Hitler s move in the 
Balkans This move was thwarted by the attitude of Russia 
Stalin disapproved Hungary's joining the Tripartite Pact 
and he did not coerce Turkey Into Jolnlnq the Axis group. 
Again, Russia, Bulgaria and Turkey were greatly encouraged 
by the success gained by the Greeks against the Italians 
and this helped to stiffen the attitude of these countries 
against Hiller The net result was Bulgaria refused to Una 
up with Hungary and Rumania Turkey stood firm to f’ght 
any aggression and Soviet Russia seetned to bo trying to ' 
oust HlUer from the Balkans For the time being Hitler's 
diplomatic drive failed. This was a defeat to Mussolini, 
for the Nazis could not go to Ihe help of ‘ho Italians. This 
they could do only by allecklng Yugoslavia, and it seemed 
that plans were not complete lor such a drive Bulgaria's 
refusal lo join the Axis, protecied the rear of the Greeks, 
and Yugoslavia's firm stand to resist aggression prevented 
, the Nazi hordes Irom descending on Greece from the 
notih The sUuallon was well suited for the Greeks to 
deliver heavy and massive blows on the Kalians and this 
they did to the admiration ol the whole world 

FortheUist time British asstsiance to Greece was 
given In the bailie cf Taran»o In o-d®- to elfeclively 
assistGreeoeagainst Ualy It wasnecessary local off Italy's 
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BOfl comnjunlcaltoni lo Albanh and Libya. At the t 
whan Ilaly'invadod Grace© aho had Six powerful bal ®* 
ships anchored ol Taranto* ono of Ihn most imporfanf * 
of Italy. So long as these batffoihfpa were alJoweo jo 
have their way In IhB.Medlferranean, they would cnab ® 
Mussolini to transport a large quanlilyof men and materia 
to Albania and thus provide the Italian forces fighting In 
Greece. Therefore the flrat task of the Srlflsh Navy wag 
to cripple the Italian Navy W«th this object In ^few two 
of the Brillah aircraft carriers. The llluslrhusand TJiQ 
Eogfe. steamed outside the Italian port under lbs cover of 
night. The bombers from the mother-shlp look to the 
aky and when they were Just over Mie Italian battleships, 
they released their torpedoes. The bomhsra launched a 
fierce allaek and the enemy who was taken aback by the 

British eftaek could not defend properly The result of the 
alteok was (hat three of (he six Italian baftleshlps were 
severely damaged. This not only reduced the numeneal 
superiority of the Italian Ueel. but also made the British 
“Navy supfemo In the Mediterranean The damage Inflicted 
on the Italian battleships had a great effect on ihe Italian 
Navy. The Italian ships fought shy of the British Navy and 
were not at all prepared to give battle. The Italian sal&rs 
relused to sail across the Mediterranean wjth either troopa , 
or cargoes so long as the British ships were In the vicinity. 

It was a Diaterlsl and moral blow to the Italian Navy, and 
besides. It greatly slowed down the Iransport of Italian 
troops and materials to Albania and Libya. This In turn 
resulted in the defeat of the Italians In Greece as well as 
In North Africa. The battle ol Taranlo was not only i 
violory to the Royal Navy but also an Allied victory against 
the Italians. A.s it was the first blow struck at the enemy 
In the Intergsl of Greece, It was the first victory for British < 
arms In the bailie for the freeao-n of Greece. 
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Battle of Libya. 

The first week of December 1940. found the Imperial - 
Troops stationed In Egypt launching en attack against the 
ioicea ol Marshal Graatanl. The Italians bad already 
occupied SldlBarranl just Inside the eastern border o! 
Egypt. Jheyhad been moving slowly along the coast. 

The British were aware of Iho advances of the enemy, but 

did not go out to meet the enemy and give battle. The ^ 
R A.P. bontbed the moving columns, the Navy shelled the 
troops marching along the coast, while British petrols 
conducted skirmishes to slow down the advance of the 
enemy. In the meanwhile. General Wavall the O-ln C of 
the Imperial forces In Egypt planned the attack aaainst the 
Italians. The Italians stopped at Sldl Barranl end were 
conslgictlnq defences to consolidate and strengthen the 
port belore preparing to launch an attack on Alexandria In - 
the mjidst of their preparations and constructions o! defences 
the Italians were forced to defend themselves against the 
the weight of the British altack. General VTavalTs attack 
was well planned. Alter two days ol severe fighting the 
Italians showed a clean pair ol heels Sldl Barranl was 
captured by the Imperial forces. By the 13lh of December 
20,000 Italian prisoners, among them were three generals, 
were taken and large quantities of war materials fell into the 
hands ol the Imperial troops Here it is better to romernljpr 
that in all the battles fought In North i^frica and Abyssinia 
against the Italians, Indian troops-dlstlngulshed themselves 
for their valour and undaunted cquraga and earned the 
' admiration of not only Ibelr countymen but oJ the world. 

The fall oi Sldl Barranl was the signal for the lightning 
advance of the Imperial troops Into Libya.* The African 
xnmiptfft,njTJitx.Wuvb‘to‘hieacivari!age o't fheTftiperlal troops. 
The Imperial troops advanced into Libya capturing Bardla,* 



bnd the Italians lojjnd tHeir-posillon very dangerous'. The 
fall o! Libya and the control o! the Mediterranean by the 
British Navy cut oil every Vtnd o! help frogj Italy and the 
Italian troops In Abyssinia were comp'elled to light a losing 
battle. It was not done In a day. The progress made by . 
the troops v^as slow, but they won all the battles and were 
'able to wrest Abyssinia fromj^ussollni. Italian resistance 
In Abyssinia was over only in luly, 1941, but the fall of ^ 
Addls'Ababa practically ended Italian domination over 
.Abyssinia. On the 6th of May 1941 Halle Selassie 
triumphantly entered the capital ot his kingdom ‘ which he 
lett five years ago. Thus after five years of military 
'domination Ilaly‘s African Empire crumbled. 

In short, Mussolini was lighting a losing battle every* 
where. The Imperial troops recaptured British Somali- 
land, drove the Italians from Italian Somaliland and 
Eriltia, thus scoring a great victory in the numerous battles 
In East Africa. In the African war the Italians lost thousands 
of men killed, wounded and captured. According to Italian 
Official figures, the British took 244,000 Italian prisoners 
In the different battles in Africa. 

The British victory In Libya. East Africa and Abyssinia 
removed the danger to Egypt and* Suez for the time 
being. But it was hoped that Hiller would send the Nazi 
battalions to assist the Fascist end a fresh offensive would 
be launched by the combined forces Of the Germans end 
Italians. General Wavell, who was in charge of the lotces 
in Africa and who had'won the admiration of the" British 
Empire for his rcatvellous and Blitzkrieg attack against 
the immensely superior forces of the Italians was trusted 
to dofeal any fiirlher enemy offensive In the African Front. 
^ The British Cabinet had coxr.plelc«:onfldence in the abOUJa-i 



o{ General Wavell and Ihey; believed thal ill® 
would not resume "O big oHensIve in North Africa Just 
their colossal defeat there. ' 

. Collapse of Bufjfart'a ' 

Sine© the /allure of Hitler lo force BuIoarJalo sign the' 
Trfpa^lto Pact In November, ^1940, Germana have been 
entering Bulgaria In large numbora. They sntered Bulgaria 
to orgartfso a Fifth ColuoiiT there The Bulgarian Goye^H' 
mont spoke bold words of defending the Integrity of th® ■ 
country, but did not lake any step to prevent fho /nflur of 
Gormans who poured fntothe countryand reatehad out like 
on oc’opua to extend tholr hold over (ha military prgpa* 
ganda, ppUco and the government Itself. ^ 

In the tneanwhlle Kitfer was massing large columns of 
Nazi troops on the Rumanfan>BulgarIan border ai If to 
suggest to the Bulgarian Government that he would invade 
their country if they would not yield to his wishes. Hitler 
was planning to strike terror into the hearts ol]the Bulgars 
to compel them to submit In spite of ell these Attempts 
King Boris stood his ground and declared to ihe world that 
he would defend his country et any cost. But even King 
Boris could not check the InJluence of ihe (yhlefa of the 
army over him The Bulgerlan mHjlarisla were decidedly 
prb'Nazia and they desired to Join hands with Hitler in 
order to carve out alittlelerrilory from Greece and Turkey- 
The peasants of Bulgaria were pa».Slavand they looked' 
to Moscow to give them a lead. Hitler won over the 
Bulgarian army.and the array compelled King BoWs to 
submit to Hilier'a demands. Another faefor that contyibu* i 
ted io the moral collapse ol Bulgaria was that she knew 
that neither Englapd nor Buscla would ho ablo to assist ^ 
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her egalnst a Kazl aggressJon Even \{ England would 
have promised esalslanco she was not capable ol rendering 
'much help, and before help would come Bulgaria would 
have been o/er run by the Nails who had already massed 
their troops on the border. In short, it wasfear lhat made 
Bulgaria to tall an easy vjcllra to Hiller's threats ol 
Invasion* When Hitler found that tho Bulgarian Govern- 
ment had not the courage to rests! his troops, ha ordered 
his battalions to march Into Bulgaria He gave out to the 
world that ho was occupying the country wllh Ihe consent 
of the king and that his mol've was to protect Bulgaria 
against a British invasion ' Thus Hlffe" repeated the old 
story ot protecting a weaker ^tate against an Unsglnory 
ivaslon by tho British and brought one more neutral Slalo 
ndot hts heel, The epUapoe ot Bulgaria changed tho 
irospeols of a victory for the Greeks Now It was certain 
hat Hitler would not lose much time in coming to the 
isststance ot Mussolini There was only one barrier that 
jtlU existed between his tfoops end Greece and ihat was 
Yugoslavia Though the Gorman Radio gave out lo tho 
world that the occupation of Bulgaria by tbe Germans was 
meant to prevent the spreading of the war to other 
countries, tho world knev/ what the Germans roally wanted. 
They wanted lo embroil as many countries as possible in 
the struggle In order lo grab more territory and malerials 
to their advantage The Brilleh blockade was telling upon 
the ImpoTt ol materials to Germany from overseas and so 
It was necesaaiy ipj Hitler to rob the weaker Stales oi 
Europe ot everything that would be ol uob to him lo 
continue the war. On the 2nd of Mofeh, 1941 the Nazis 
entered Bulgaria and from that dole Bylgaria became q 
province of the Third Reich 



Amcrio Emm th» War 

The n,omh ol March wi.aaaaed » h« 

Ihe President ot the Umled ‘ ° ^,5, of Iho v/oiW I' 

policy of aiding the demomallo presiden' 

light Totalitarian olaies On yU was 

Roosevelt signed the ooantrles to contlnw 

designed to help ° yho passing of the Lease 

their fight against the d>=tal«« “J>^^^ ^ „a,ni Ice" 

Lend Bill h, the "°„„e It was a cballeng. 

victory lor the Allies, at the .am. ,, 0* 

to the Dictators of Europe Bill, salt 

President Roca.vell, „ » untied nation realts. 

"the world has been loW hat ''’*"*1"’°'.°“ 

the danger which The American President 

democracy has'gone lot , tartan eggresstoaand 

orsdeesweeplngdenuncuh democratic countrtes 

pledged all P«f'f,QStngs "By pa.slngthe Lease and 

lighting W” s 7 ales entered the war against Hitler, 

Lend Bill the United St ^Bvlous to 

but It was an ""''’’t ’ „ain tosis ol the Gorman Navy .h".'^ 
Hitler that on. of the m caching England for with the 
. be to prevent Ametl America, Bntorn would 

enormous ““‘""“f * ^ronp 1° t”" “i® 

become s“*'“='°" J ,|„„ed American help would Increase 
her advantage Brillsh and would enable them lo 

the slrllclng P'’”'' the Germena It this should 
secure would bev. Icught In vein and at 

happeur then Germ y colossal 

the battles all purposes and intents Hlllef 

d to" Sips curving supplies to 3ri.«tn 

was resolved to Kg a reply to Americas pa«sing ol 

' item the Nev^ Lend Bllh Hitler ordered his U boats to 
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InUnslfy Ihelr acllvlUes In the AUanllc. Also ho sent two 
ot his mightiest batUeshlpa, Schorn/jorsi and Gneisenau, 
to the Atlantic to act as commerce raiders. Though the 
British were conlldent that they would defeat Hitler in the 
Batlfe oi the Atlantic, they fully realised the great havoc 
the German raiders were capable of causing. The British 
replied Hitler's announcement of a U boat campaign in 
the Atlantic by raiding and bombing the industrial areas in 
occupied Franco and Northern Germany. Thus the battle 
began on the sea as well as on the a*r As I have already 
pointed out. the battle at sea and in the air will continue 
throughout the duration o! the war, and perhaps, these 
battles may decide the final outcome of the conflict. Since 
air battles and sea battles are going on simultaneously 
v.lth operations on land U wtW be difficult 'to give a 
donnected chronicle of these battles All the same Import- 
ant events^at sea and the air wUl be dealt with in detail in 
'♦the following pag^?8. 

American action against the Dictators had a great 
moral Oflecl on all the peoples of the world The subjugat- 
ed peoples of Europe saw a ray of hope stretching out to 
them from Ihe New World ashing them to be bold and* 
courageous to strike at the Nazi tyrants Vhen the next 
opportunity would arise The peoples who were undergo- 
ing intolerable and Inhuman sufferings at the hards of the 
Nasi bandits were convinced that America's active support 
to the Allies would qulcVen the final defeat of Hiller and 
thus would bring salvaiion to them. Even the Germans 
and the Italians realised the significance of American help 
lo the Allies They hn^w that the greatest industrial 
country of the world was determined to help all the nations 
lighting Hitler and Mussolini. They were convinced that 
continued material help Iro^ the United Slates /’would 



prolonq Ihs war, and they feared ftal !n 
Gatmany would bo cocnpollod to acoept a=to“‘- ' 

fearowereconlirmed by frequon. 

which warned the people to bo prepared lor a lonq 

In spite ol all the yictotles the Nazis won in , 

enormous American help to the British. 

'' Yugoslavia 

. a hfe U boat coromahdsrs to carry on 

Alter cotnmandlnQ Ws shipping In fhe Atlantic, 

a vigorous campaign «»'” The only Slate 

"‘.r pTans rtmstoed -u.,!; was Yugnslav.a and 
rnthaBa - (j, jopo In lhal country Into his New 

Alter the lall ol Bulgstla, Yugoslavia lound . 
II ,n a very dangerous poslllon She was surrounded 
rin sides by the Asia Powers. To her north and easl'the 

G.rmanr had massed their mechanised lotoasand jo the 

fK and vtest ahe was Ihrealenod by Mussolini a forces 
twoh^ re-rhen fighting a Greeks. She kne« 

tull well that If she resisted Hiller s demand sho would be 
ovet-run and destroyed, and ahe would jhare the same fate 
lhat ol other.Balkan countries. While ahe was in a cfreat 
Hiller ordered the Prime Minister o! Yugoslavia to go 
to Berlin and etqn the TnparHIe Pact. Prince Paul, the 
Rcacnt, 9*nl the Prime Minuter to Berlin to sign the Pact. 
Prince V-'ul was clearly pro- Axis and Ihought that h« would^ 
proUl much by lotnir.g hand* with Hitler. On the other 
h«nd Ihe oeoplo of Yugoslavia strongly opposed |he Idea 
of joining the Axis Powers. They wanled to keep out of 
the conllicl; at the same time aero prepared to dhlond the 



iiiddpQn4eTiC® t>{ the country with arms They realised the 
m qht ol the^Nozl V.^ar Machine, sllll. they preferred to die 
on the battle field rather than to submit to Nazi domination. 
When the Prim© Minister lelt lorBerllntohave an audience 
viith Hiller, the people reauested him not to sacrifice the 
freedom of the country at any cost. But things look a 
diiierepl turn Once in KUter'a clutches, the Vuqoalavian 
Prime Minister must have found it difiicult to escape Hitler 
must have threatened the minister vnth an immediate 
Invasion of his country snd must have forced him to affix 
his aignaiore to the Pact at the point of bayonet He must 
have been tortured, like Dr Schuschunigq of Ausltia The 
' net result o! the so called negotiations was that Yugoslavia 
signed the Tripartite Pact The signing of the Pact 
virtually ended the existence of Yugo-’ v*a as an Indo* 
pendent state. 

Thenews ot the signing of the Pact was received ift the 
country with a storm ot Indignation and prolesls from the . 
people They were hug© demonstrations against the 
Cabinet ot Prince Paul and there wos anger raging In ©vary 
heart al the treacherous act o! the Prime Minlsler. The 
peoples' ii dlgnalioTj resulted In a roiUlaTy coup d' elai. The 
Chiefs ot Ihe army vrtth the ass'Slan''© of some ministers 
captured the Cabinet and arrested all the mlnlslersf of 
Prince Paul's Cabinet and coicpellsd the Regent to flee 
from the country, Ktng Peter was Installed on the throne 
and a new Governmont composed o! military Chiefs and 
pro.BrlUsh TRlntslars was formed The coupe/' efat was 
BO sudden that It look the whole -wotld by surprise. Hiller 
[ was more surprisAd than any other statesman In the world 
Change ol Cablnal was a blow to the Ttlparllle Pact that 
, was hwt signed by Prince PauVa Cabinet Though the 


new Governinenl did not denounce the Pact Hitler 
that he would not succeed In having hfs own way with I » 
new Government Therefore the on’y way opened to Ww 
was to invade Yugosfavte This will solve many ol hU 
problems In (he Ilral place he will be able to assist hi* 
partne* In hla fight against the Greeks secondly he will 
eaplure fhe matetial resources ot Yugoslavia and thirdly he 
will end the menace of neutrally In Europe In a way Hiller^ 
lost Yugoslavia a signature to fh* TrJ;3arflfe Pact only to 
gain the whole country The one set back he suffered was 
that he was forced lo fight In order lo conquer Yugoslavia 
he could not eafrf.out a bloodless conquest as Tie did In 
other countries * 

With dramatic suddenness Hiller declared war on 
Greece and Yugoslavia and the Kart battalions marched 
into Yugoslavta on (he 6(h of April Hitler put forth fhe 
stale excuse of German minorities being maltreated by the 
Yugoslavs under the Government of King Teeter It Is 
really strangeihatineverycouniry Hiller finds the Germans 
disliked and hated and treated badly Does it not suggest 
that Germans all over the world possess qualities that 
Inspire hatred Viewed from this angle on fhe aulhorify c?l 
Hiller hlmselt it can be said that Germans cannot inspire 
admiration or appr^ciationoreoy ^ther lovaBIe and humane 
instinct tn human nature they can only make themselves 
hated and scorned by all who come In contact with them 
When Hiller admits this fact when he says lhal German 
minotitfes are treated badW in all European coUnlries there 
need be no doubt about IbebroIalUIes the Germans coamll 
in the occupied countries Tt la the brutality ol the 
Germans who behave Uke cannibals when they conquer a 
weaker^tate that make them universally despised V* 
better example ol fhe N«{s lust for blood and -conqueJl 



Ihan Ihe diabolical Invasion o! Yugoslavia and Greece can 
be given. Regarding Greece the Gormans had no excuse 
lo give lor their declaring war on that country Evon when 
Greece «bb Ughllng Ihe Italians. Berlin tnalnlalned regular 
''diplomatic relations with Athens- ♦ Greece did not present 
an acute German minority problem to Hiller/ yet Hitler de- 
• dared war on Greece on the liimsy excuse that Greece was 
an ally ol Britain. In short, Hiller was determined to con- 
quer; the whole ol Europe, nay lh» whole world it possible, 
end he was goading on the German people to spll their 
blood and cause unfold sulterlng to millions ol people all 
over the world in order to salisly his lust for power and 
conquest. 

» * The llrsl Impact o! IheGerman onslaught on Yugoslavia 
was stubbornly resisted by the Serbs, but the Germans 
possessed superiority in men and malorials end besides the 
German Air Force v/hlch was ol tremendous strength when 
compared to the small Yugoslavlen Force, won the battles 
for the Germairs. After fifteen days' hard lighting Yugo- 
slavia surybndored thereby compelling the Greeks to bear 
the brunt of both the German and the Italian onslaught. 
Though the people of Yugoslavia were conquered by the 
Nazi hordes It should be remembered that they, being fully 
- conscious of the German might, chose to qivebalilo before 
losing Ihe freedom of Iho country which thoy gained ol 
the end of the last v/s^ ondlhe world cannot forg«jl that 
stark fact that those brave poopie laid down their livos 
at the alter of freedom, 

A Speck of light ‘ 

. The Second World Wer brought nothing but misfortune 
to the Allies Irom the very beginning. The Germans were 
terribly prepared and from the succossivsvlctc^ea they he'd 
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Won throughoul {he sirugala one cannot but adraire 
fhorougKness of Hitler 'a plans for conquest. From a pure)/ 
military stard'poinl HjtJer had won vjcfory aJler victory# 
while the Allies, whatever may be the reasons, sust«tn®“ 
defeats on all fronts except one, Tbrouohoul tha last two , 
years of war England had proved repeatedly her eupedorify 
over the Germans at sea and for the English there v*®* 
nothftig but thetf naval victories to be proud ol Amidst 
the heroic but losmg, battle the Greeks and Yugoslavians 
were fighting on land, the BrltlsANavy scored anadrofrable 
victory In the Mediterranean In the first week of April 
the British warships patrollng the 'Italian Eake" sighted 
a few Italian warships tknd cfuis&ra near the Greek 'eoeat 
and lured them Into battle The Ifallansgusdron conslsllng 
ol bafllesflips, cruisers and destioyers advanced towards ^ 
the British warships hoping to win an easy victory It must 
hava boen possible that the Italian Nival Commanders 
must not have known the real strength oi tha British 
squadron, or must havo belittled the might of the British 
Navy stationed at the Mediterranean bases. When the 
Itallan^hlps were within range of the British guns. Admiral 
Cunlngham s battleships opened lire In the battle that 
ensued the Italians had a eolosaal defeat Three of the 
heaviest Italian cruisers wore sent lo iho boftom of tho sea, 
t*.o destroyers were sunk and one oJhar best and mlghlJesl 
ballJoships was daoaged The Italian shtpa showed a civen 
pair or heels and thus iusUIied their- repuletlon for speed 
This was one of tlio henvjos’ blows that Britain delivered 
on the Axis Uaval Poner and It o»n be easily said that IM* 
Hedlfertanean encounter resulted Jn Iho cilpplJng olthe 
Italian Navy. T-ia Iiollens bad already loaf a few baflJe, 
ahjps In prevlcrJi ercounlers a-d »ms had lost l-iolr eflvf 
five poster at sea Though.t*-o BrHlih victory Jn tho MedI- 



ierranean demonelrated lhat Britain remained master ol 
the seas, ll could not stem the avalanches ol Nazi troops 
streaming aoulh-ward lo Greece irom Yugoslavia. The de. 
feats sustained by the Allies on land and air made thorn 
realise that Naval Poxver alone could not secure the defeat 
of Hitler. And England cannot possess a huge land array 
and so she cannot but depend upon hot Naval and Air . 
supbnorlly, which she h^pes to acquire, lor the final victory. 

. April and May 

The month ol April 194l eav the Naval victory of Cape 
Matopan narrated In the previous pages, eclipsed by the 
surprisingly rapid British rlversa in the African thealre. 
l Tha BriUah people viete heaving a algh ot rcUet over tho 
achievements ol the Imperial Troops In Libya and It seem- 
ed that the danger to Egypt and Suez was averted, end 
besides Britain had secured a stronger hold In the Mediter- 
ranean by sweeping away Ihe Italian lotces out ol Cyrenalca. 
Tho fact that Britain considered the success ol the Imperial 
Troops In Libya as a tnalot victory end one thel gave 
Britain a strategical control over tho eastern Mediterranean 
end the Near East was evident from ihe Prime Mlnlslsr'a 
statement that with the capture of Benghazi all threat lo 
Egypt and Suez had disappeared Theretore the unexpected 
Gsiman llallan otlensive against Benghazi trom Tripoli was 
more than a shock to the British It was one of tho surprises 
o! the War and the evacuation ol Benghazi was the severest 
blow to British complacency as It came from a quarter 
where they lelt stronger and safer The utter collapse of the 
Imperial Forces to hold Ibe positions they hao captured 
alter great sacrifices brought the threat lo Suez nearer. 
The oiilcer commanding the German Italian forces General- 

^lommaL soemeddo have assurod hla men that they wpuld 
be the ot a forinlghVira 



commencement of the offensive, an^ theMpjdUywHh wUcK 
the Impenal troops withdrew from one town to another 
convinced the world that the Otermens ware bent upon 
reaching the Suez In the new offensive they had Jsunchetf 
In Libya, Though It ts Impossible to explain the suddsn 
collapse of th^ British occupation of Libya, the fact remaloi 
that Ih spite ot the defeat of IbelTallsn forces In Libya and 
Abyssinia, Germany is capable of IntitAlive and possesses 
superior armaments to launch a Blitzhrieg attack agaliwl 
superior enemy forces It may be argued that part oHhe 
Imperial forces were hastened fo the esststance of the 
Greeks andithus the British Troops occupying Libya were 
InauHiclent to put up a strong resistance against superior 
n^chanlzed units of the enemy forces It we admit this 
argument it is.obvlous lhal the British did not expect an , 
offensive in Libya fust on the bee}s of ths fteften oV^acAi / 
In that very theatre ot war. This In turn CTuesliona the 
efficianey of the British Intelligence Service. Were ths 
olllcers Commanding the Imperial Forces unaware of the 
German and Italian iorces stationed at Tripoli? It eoams 
that despite the vigilance of the British Mediterranean Fl9et. 

, the Nazis were able to cross the sea end land troops on the • 
African roll to assist the Italians. The Gsmians edoplind 
the tactics that were used by General WaveJl to drive off' 
the Italians, swept in an arc through the desert, occupied 
Bardla and reached Solium on the Egyplian Frontier. 
Tobruk, however, remained in British hands Up to thi* ti'S® 
it has not surrendered to the enemy. Ths British are using 
Tobruk to harass the enemy concentrsUons and to daslrof 
the lines ol communjeatlon behind Ihe enemy lines. Though 
the gallantry of Ihe Icrporfal forces cannot be gucsMcnr^d 
U should be admitted iWl battles are not wen by craeus* 
tlons. to repeat .Mr. ChuichtU. 
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In Ihe Balkans Ihe Allies suHered doteat The Germans 
drove a wedge between the Greek and the Yugoslav armies 
^ and Ihus broke the main delenc*' line and {hen descended 
Wllh lightning speed to Athens The Greeks surrendered 
end the British troops withdrew to Crete The Greek King 
had already gone with his Government to Crete, to 
conduct the war !rom that island Thus In Llb/a as well as 
In th» Balkans Hiller scored a victory over the Allies This 
victory was of tne greatest strategical Importance to Hiller, 
iof with the Balkan countries under his heel he could dash 
to Turkey fend then to Syrl^and Iraq and could launch an 
ollenslve through Libya and Egypt and Sues Into Arabia 
to synchronlce wllh hla Balkan drive Thus Hiller was 
in a position to translate Into reality a possible pincers- 
movement to smash the Empire life line in the Hear East 
There was ample evidence to show that Hiller was 
contemplating a move to Iran oil tields as soon as hts 
troops were tree trom engagements in the Balkans Nazi 
diplomafs were aollve In Turkey to rope In that country 
and secure the passage oi troops to Syria which was b 1{*>- 
ping Into Axis control A good many Germans had already 
intlttraled into Syria and Iraq and were very active In 
creating a tilth column in the Muslim countries The first 
proot ol German iilih column acllvlUes !n Iraq was the 
coup d efaf ot Rashid Alt Rashid All an array man, seized 
the Government and dismissed Ihd former Regenb 
Emit Abdul lUah At thrt moment It Was considered a 
domestic affair but it did not escape the shrewd observer 
as a significant Nazi move The Nazi complicity In Iraq 
was past a doubt as the coup <f e/af coincided with ihe 
German Spring otfenslve in Libya as well as In the Balkans 
The Ge-rraans and Italians In Syria were using, the w/t 
dromes In that country as I! they belonged to them The 



flo-calJsd Vfchy co-oparaUon wJfh Gannans aroounla^l * ; 

to acKve aaafatancs to ffght the BfUtsh. The first evtdeMs' i 
of this active support was fttuafrated tn the manner W , 
which Vichy allowed the Germans to conduct anti British 
propaganda in the Near East from Syria. The Great 
cfohacio, the Libyan reverse end the coup cf' elat Jn Iraq 
constituted the greatest threat to the oti-fielda In^Iraq en<^ 
Iran. There was every reaeon to believe that Hiller would' 
elate everytbjno to smash the BrJiJsh postlJons Jn the Near 
East and capture the oil wells of Iran and Ira^, and then ^ 
to prcmed to Baku Hence it was clear that Rashid ^li was | 
a Nazi agent and was preparing to assist a Nazi invasion 

of that country. The loss of Iran and frag \/llI certainly ' 
secure the defeat of the Aides. In order to avert the , 
’irnmlnenl threat to Iraq which, if neglected* might have 
added one more stunning blow to the Allies, the British 
decided to send troops to Iraq to protect their Interests in 
that country. At first Rashid All welcomed this move, but' 
soon he changed his mind and offered resistance to the' 
f British troops. He threw oil hla mask ,and openly xegu'est* 
ed Hitler to go to hU aid. Now it was abundantly clear 
fljaf the rebellion in Iraq was a Nasi move. 

Hillerdid not send much help to Iraq though the 
Germans in Syria sent guns and rifles arid olhet war 
materials fo enable the Iraqi forces to continue their 
resistance fo the British Also German planes, from their • 
Syrian bases, assisted in bombing the Brlllah positions 
This much was not suificlept to inflict a major defeat on the 
British iorces, and besides. Hitler was refused passage 
. - . ... alfemafiva was efiher to attack 

Jefences of Creie. and Cyprus and 
in the Eastern Mediterranean to 
end offer achieving all that, land 

* I 


through ' 
iMiey or to ' 

ihsnl.unoh.soo-hotl'o 

cnpptelh=B.m*N.vy, 



Iioop 3 \n S^tia end then proceed to Iraq to help Rashid All. 
Both these mo^es did not promlae an Immediate victory 
and.her:c 0 Hitler did not respond to Reehld All's appeal 
lor help; all the same he launched his allach on Crete. 

The BjlUe’lor Crete was a trial o! strength between the 
Wavy and the Alt-lorce The German attack on Cret^ 
began with Intense bombing ol Suda Bay, where there was 
’an anchorage lot the largest ships. The British had landed 
troops in Crete as early as November, 1940 and It can be 
' expected that they might have strengthened the delences 
pi the Island. The pounding of the Suda Bay and the 
nslghboutlng aerodromes by *he X-u^lwof/e was the begin* 
mnq ol the great air offensive that the Germans launched 
before landing their troops on the island From the very 
commencement ol this War, Germans had demonstraled 
their superiority In the air The fall of Belgium, Norway, 
Poland and other countries was mainly due to the 
aggressive offensive ol the Lvftwalfe Now the German 
alr-olfenslve on Crete foreshadowed the fall of Crete unless 
the British could 'despatch a very large squadron of R.A F. 
to defeat the Luftwaffe The easy way In which the . 
Germans bombed the sea*porte and aerodromes In Crete^ 
indicated the absence ol sufficient R* A F. planes over 
Crete. The British were depending upon their Naval 
Poflar to defeat the Germans In Crete but In this they 
> were completely taken aback by Hitler's new tracUcs of 
landing a large number of troops borne by air. After a 
severe hammering of the aerodromes In Crete, Hiller landed 
in tha* Island nearly 7000 alr-borno troops to launch an 
attack on land. This large numbsr was over and above the 
hundreds of parachute troops dropped. When a suffictenlly 
strong German force was landed on Crete^, this force 
supported by the Luftwaffe assailed the British positions 
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on the Island. SimuUaneouslf wUh the sendlng'ol troopst 
air, HltleV tried to land troops by boats Hs used ^tna 
boats, but many ol tb^ni Tbou^h he suffered tremandov 
losses In this particular enterprise hs was able to keep th 
British Navy busy wUh alntmg and attaching the Genna 
troop-boals, and thus the British battle*sh»ps were unabt 
to render effective assistance to their land'/orcea operaffn 
against the Germans who attempted to capture the port 
from Inland. The battle for Crete raged furiously for ten days 
the Geeeka and the British Itoopa defended their pos}Ho:n 
valiantly, but in the end they were compelled losurrsnde, 
to the superior farces o! the enemy. It was the fnck o 
proper afr force to support land and sea operations tha 
compelled the Allies to accept defeal. Crete was one mori 
denonstratlon^ that only superiority tn (he 6Ir could ensue, 
final victory in this tnachenlzed war. 

The montKol May, provided more than orve notable 
incident. On the 12th May, Budolf Haas, Hiller’s Deputy 
and the Naci Prince of Wales. landed In Sci^land. Hess 
actually baled out of his plane on a Scolish farm end was 
taken priaonor by the British Guards Rudolf Hess' flight to 
Scotland was the most eenssllonal story of the war end It 
dumb-foundod the whole world, particularly the German 
people.* The real purpose o( Hess' Ulghl to Scotland cart* 
not be brought to iJaht bctere the conclusion of the war, 
•and even tf the British Govotnmenl are tn the knoyf of Ific 
real object of his flight to Scotland, It Is certain It will not 
be made publto as long as the war lasts We were oWrn 
to understand that Harr Hess had differences with the 
ruahrer regarding the Gemranaltitude towards Russia, and 
that Hess waastronalyoppes-rd loBusso-GornancollebOTa*^ 
lion tn ony form Hess, the tdeallsl Jn the NasJ Camp, could 
^,..^ 5^1 agree with the opportonisr.pgiicy of the Fue.href efld 



besHeg, the tren^ oi evenla insida ond oulsldo Germany 
convmced Depnty oi Ihe llnal dcieal ot Hitler, and tin 
Ing that he was powerless to prevent Hiller from hurrying 
to his doom, he'ercaped Iron the llarl nest. This was cm© 
ol the many explanations oUered {or Hess' desertion ol Is 
countrymen Tne Bnhsh, had called Rudolf Hess a mur- 
derer, a swain and roque" and now Hiller called him a 

traitor and said that he was tnsan® to have taken th© slep 

h© took. To th© German people who worshipped Hess, his 
desertion was a great blow. It must have shaken their 
morale and must have lorced them to thlnV that there must 
have 13600 something rotten In the Nazi core which gave 
room to such happenings. Anyway this incident did not 
shake Hitler and his other osscciales so severely as to make 
them alter their plans ot conquest* The Nazi propaganda 
ChtehC'r. GoebeWs must have had a hard time to corwtnco 
the Geima^eoplo that the 'Hess incident' was not to be 
taken seriously, though it was unlorlunate ior Germany 
that such a popular leadershould desert them at a moment 
when they were engaged in a tile and death battle with 
their enemies In spite ol Hiller's denunciation ol Hess as a 
traitor, it Is quite possible th^ Nazi leaders must have some 
rflnlsler motive in sending Hess to Scotland and making 
all Iho luss about his insanity lot the one thing that we 
know about the Nazis is that they will never allow their 
enemies to gel even a ghost ol an idea ol their motives. 
And when v e consider that Hess ehould ha iq select- 
ed Scotland out ol all the countries ot the world, as h's 
asylum, u is evident thnl Hitler had n deiinile purpose in 
planning the ' Hess incident" Whatever the truth may 


The second notable Incident was the sinking ol the 
P/smarok, th© 30, COO ion Gorman batUeahip The Bismarck 



wbb {be besl bailleshlp Germany possessed and It can be 
ritjhtJy said that ahe waa the apple of the German 
AdmJrally'a eye. More than opce Hitler had apoken of the 
B/smorcJ: as the unainkable ship and the German peop^® 
were very proud of her The Briffsh Navy scored a htsforJc 
victory in Ihe sinking of the Bismarck, though the Joss o 
the Bismarck dtd not atop Ihe German sea offensive against 
Jhe BrllJsh rrerchantmon With the sinking of the 
Bismarck the German Navy was greatly crJppIod. A31 the 
eame the British had paid a high' price to secure the^ 
mastery oi the ocean In spite of the Navy's victories in 
various naval encounters the slark lad remains that the 

British shipping losses are conllnujng lo be severe. The 

gravity of the situation was pointed out by President' 
Hoosdvelt when he mentioned In his fire side talk that 
the Gorman U-boats were taking a toll oi British ehip’plng 
at three limes its replacement rate This indicates that 
the Battle of the Atlanticremalns the star turn of theNarJ 
war piogrammo and that Hitler la bent upon destroying the 
British Navy at any cost 

By the end of May the Crete campaign was over. One 
ol the bastions In the Eastern Mediterranean that barred 
Hiller sway to the Suer Cana! had fallen The British 
position in the Middle East was greatly threatened. It was 
feared that Hitler's next move would be to Syria where bis 
men hod already dona spade work Hitler is one ol the 
best strategists the world has produced, and he will not 
Jail lo exploit the advantages gained by a victory however 
email It may appear. 'With the whole of the Balkans under 
his heels and with the active co operation of Vichy In 
Syria, Hiller might have raetked out- Syria aa^ the most 
favourable jumping oft ground for hts march lo Baghdad. 



The Berlin-Baghdad programme has a sinister and 
familiar ring. This programme was envisaged by Bismarck 
and Kaiser In the past and It is Just possible that one of 
Hiller's ambitions may be to realise the Berlin*Baghdad 
vision o! his predecessors. The most opportune moment 
ior translating the Berlln*Baghdad vision Into a reality 
presented Itsell just alter the tall of Crete. There were 
two possiblHlles of developing an offensive towards 
- Baghdad. ^The first was through Turkey and the second 
through Syria.- Hitler had already failed to rope in Turkey 
Into his 'New Order", and he knew that it would be 
futile to make an attempt to coerce President Ineunu, the, 
man who defied the combination of Lloyd George, Presi- 
dent V/ifaon and Clemertsue at the Peace Conference, Into 
Qlving a free passage to German troops. Instead of v/aging 
e war against the Turks, Hiller will choose the easier way 
m ^pying Syria with the connivance of Vichy end then 
proceed to Baghdad. The possibility of such a move 
was not at all lost on the British. Therefore as soon aa 
• ^shid All was driven out of Iraq, the British forces with 
8 co-operation of the Free French forces decided to 
wisest steps taken by 
he British Government. Mr. Churchill had given Marshal 
n a ong rope, still, however, U was becoming as clear 
Marshal Pelaln was nothing more than a 
Nazl.rw-n ^1 Admiral Darlan, who was playing the 

^ tnachlnaUn " British were aware of the Nazi 

tune 'waiting for en oppor- 

sngi5emenl"*oJ,j '''°™ “'1 
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fhs British were eompellacl t<r hght tha French who were 
their ally at the commencemenl of the war It was a pain- 
ful operation .but the situation deroailded a successful 
'coijplellin of the operation. The progress of the British tn 
Syria waa Very slow and It was explained that for political 
reasons the British did not launch a severe attack against 
the Vichy forces On many occasions they brought home 
to the Vichy troops the futility of resislancein order to 
make them suctendat wllhciut much bloodshed, and only 
when the Vichy forces continued to resist, an offensive was 
launched against them Though the operations continued 
lor roo*e than a month, the British and fhe Free French 
forces were •successful In smashing the Vichy resistando and 
thus freeing the country from Axis dominallen fn taking 
the Inttiatlye in Syria the Allies upset the Berlin Baghdad 
programme ot Hitler, el leat lor the time being and be 
tides, filrehgthened their position In the Middle East 



' (PART IV) 

Crmada against. Bolshovisni^ 

The Inciadlble has happened nl Iasi The 'eternal 
irtendshlp’ baUeen the peoples ol Russia and German? 

was broben b? the invasion o( Russia by the Nazis. In the 

smaU hours olSundar mornlno. 25n^ luna, 1941. The 
Invasion ot Russia by the Nads toolc the wind out ol many 
a statesman. It caught Russia unprepared with the result 
that Ihe !lrat Impact o! the German otlenslve forced Ihe 
Ruaalana lo vrtlHdraw to the old Russian border It appear- 
ed to the world that with the elqning o! the Russo-German 
Pact In 1939. Hitler and Staltn had forgotten thetr mutual 
anlipathtea and had cotns^io cerUln deilnlle understanding / 
with regard to the policy to be pursued tn Europe. Jt 
aeemedthat the (wo dtctators had folned hands lo destroy 
the British Empire first end the democratic principle second. 

I have aliead? pointed out In my earlier booVs Hitler's War, 
Pori ///, and the Blogecpky of Stalin, that Stalin -was 
driven to Hitler's camp by the democracies, and ihe Russo- 
German Pact was nothing more than a temporary truce bet- 
ween the peoples o! Germany an^ Russia. A war between 
these two peoples was Inevitable and Hitler, as well as 
Stalin, knew that the peacd o! Europe and security of their 
respective countries could not be and will not be secured 
so long as Nazi Germany end Bolshevlc Russia lived as 
neighbours- Thus the Russo-Getmsu Pact helped Hitler lo 
destroy the smalt ^Ikan Slates, while it helped Stalin to 
keep the Nazis as far away from the Russian soil as was 
possible At the same time these two dictalortf wer© well- 
ing and preparing tor the ol reckonings * 
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From the broadcaais oiSlallnand other Russian states* 
Kjen it appears that Russia vms caught unprepared- 
M. Molotov said, 'This un-heard-ol attack on our country 
is without example in the history of civilised nations." 
Such statements from such a hard-boiled diplomat 
M, Molotov, may convey the (mpresaton that Russta did not 
expect the' evasion so early. It is probable that oven 
Hitler must not have thought of attacking Russia at that 
stage, but he was compelled to attack Russia because of 
the failure of hts Fifth Column activities in Syria and Iraej. 
The war so far has been won by the Nazis by their policy 
ol encircling the victims one by one and striking them, one 
at a time, with the iult weight of the German Military 
Machine. Knowing, aa he did, of the tremendous man- 
power and resources of Russia, Hitler would not have Invad- 
ed that country If he had auwoed^d in establishing his 
domain in Syria and Irag. With* these ecuntrJes under his 
hoe!, he would have roped in Iran, whoso ^ruler was definite- 
ly pro-Kazi, and would have advanced to the Caucasus '' 
^through the back-door. This would have bean an easier 
victory and be would not have been required to sscritlce 
enormous quantities ol men and materials as he ts compell- 
ed to do now. 
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lime; and, as HUler hlmselt observed, the German High _ 
Coirirnand could no longer vouch for the conclusion ol the 
* War in the west, paTtiCulati’f as regards aitcrall. This meant 
that Hitler was not strong enough to wage a war against 
England. In such circumstances tho temptation to turn to 
the east where 120 German divisions were hollday-raaklng v 
On ‘the Russo-German ItonMer, to secure a military victory ' 
was very strong On the economic aide of the lure— the 
corn o! the Ukraine and the oU ol the Caucasus -was 
obvious. The corn ol the Ukraine might have been got by 
blackmail but HUler has always been coveting the soil. Ho 
wanted to incorporate the Ukraine In the Reich. This he 
has made abundantly clear In his Mein Kampf. The way to 
the oil-Uelds of the Caucasus without an invasion ol Russia 
was made Impossible by the failure ol his Filth Column In 
Syria and Irag ; and hence the only way opened to Hitler 
was to Invade Russia or to sll silent To sU silent will not 
suit the Nasls. for the Nazis can exist only in continuous 
warfare. Again there was the third mJtlve— the psycholo- 
glcal Hiller thought that a war against Bolshevism 
would divide opinion In the United Slates, v?ould appeal 
powerfully to Franco's Spain, and wpuld even shake the 
resolution ol some elemenfs in Great Britain Hitler knew 
lhat Britain and America held Communism In terrible 
halted and perhaps, thought that his crusade against 
Coramunlsn would rally a large section o! the British end 
American people to his camp\ and thus would create a 
delinite split In the war extort of the democratic countries. 
It Is past a doubt that Britain and America hale commu- 
nism in any form, at the same time they have come to look 
upon HUlerlsm as a deadlier and more powerful enemy than 

Communism and In a war against Hltl^lsm they are pre- 
pared even to coUaborale with Uie Communists Ulbe latter 



will light the Nazis. Thla was evident frora lha altitu^® ® 
Mr Churchill and President Roosevelt towards Soviet 
Russia. During the short period of nearly fwo years when 
the Russian people ware enjoying the sunshine ot blJssiul 
Gorinin Jrlondshlp, the British Envoy In Moscow was iryind 
to bridge the difleroncee between the two Governments. 
Britain, perhaps, might have been hoping to /mpr^ss upon 
Stolln the Julllliy of trusting Hitler and hts treatJe?. 
'Mr. Churchill had warned Slalln on .many occasions .that 
Hitler would slnho at Rusale'whan a favourable opportunity 
would arise, and judging from the turn ihe events took, 
we can say that the British Premier was right In warning 
Stalin of the imminent danger of a German invasion df his 
country. , 

Hiller ordered the invasion of Russia with the blew of 
Itumpela and fanfare and announced to the world that he 
was launching a crusade against Communism. -He declared 
that Communism stood In the way of humfn progress and 
civilisation and unless Communism was swept off the face 
of the earth the world would know no oeaca Though ho 
was successiul in rallying all his Quislings to the standard 
of 'Anti Bolshevism , ha faded to impress the democracies. 
On the other hand the democracies hastened to extend 
their helping hand to Russia In her light against Hitler end 
Hitlerism In a way the German Invasion of Russia raised 
the strength of the Allies In Russia they found 160,000,000 
people to carry on a vigorous war against the Nazis, their 
only part in the battle was the equipment of the Russians. 
The vast resource** of Russia, no doubt, can materially 
strengthen the Allies and the vastness of the country will 
enable Stalin to fight a long and never ending battle so 
long 88 his armies are assured of supplies from ‘the demo- 
cratic countries. ^The Russian mlUtary strength was a my- 
steryj'aller the bad perJornjanee of the Russians in Finland 
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the world did nol consider the Russians capable onougb 
lo sletn a weighty Geiinan advance, bUU however, it was 
possible to rely upbn the traditional Russian stubbornness. 
Alter the'' poor perlormance ol the Red Army m Finland, 
Stalin started a vigorous leorgamzatton ot the fighting ^ 
forces, but he could nol do it In a day It required some 
time and before he could cofnplete iKeworb Hitler launch. 

' ed the attach •Hiller must have known the weakness 
olthe Red Army, and hone© must have decided on the 
Invasion ol Russia balorethe lighting forces of that country 
would be In full trim for a defensl’^e battle 

Mr. Winston Churchill broadcasting on the same day 
whenHUlet Invaded Russia said that Britain was willing 
to give all possible help to the Russian people to fight the 
invaders His words had a powerful effect on the part ol 
the American opinion that was still fluid, Mr Churchill 
was too ehrev.d for Hitter end he swiftly shelled Hitler's 
crusade by categoticaUy denouncing Hitler s 'Antt Com- 
munist' colour He said, 'This is not a class war. We are 
resolved to destroy Hitler and every vestige of the Nazi 
regime From this nothing will turn us, nothing', fhla 
timely speech convinced the Russians that Britain Would 
help them to fight the Kazis viho had treacherously invad- 
ed their country, and also it hardened American opinion ^ 
against the Nans Mr Churchlll'a lead was followed by 
FieBidenl^ Roosevelt who promptly assured Russia that his 
country would give all aid to the Russians 

Mr Churchill's words vigorously excluded every hint 
of false optimism He said that the attack on Russia gave 
no ground bo tar for neUher optimism nor the reverse The 
addition ol the huge population ol Russia to Germany's 
enemies d’d not bring an Allied. va-wi-w. ’ 

• deperdod on the form and degree ot Russia's roslstonce. 



Wer early collapse would leavo Hitler elronger i&aft 
ever and the leqand of his InvineibllUy would gain new 
currency. Besides, ho would secure fmroedfate access to 
the natural resources he needed, and he would be able ICi 
dlrert to service elsewhere the greater pari of a raillioa and 
a hall men he had been keeping for months under arms on_ 
the Soviet IxonlJer. The ^rlme Minister warned the British 
people and their allies that those contfgencles must be 
reckoned with and they roust have strategic and political 
plana ready against tha event of German success fo the 
Bast as well as a German failure. ' 

Germany's Invaslod o! Russia had cerlain dsflnlte 
political conseguences In the Far East. Japan had under* 
standing with both Berlin and Moscow, -but Japan had 
al^Mdy loined the Trijjarlile Pact and the Antl'Comlnfern 
Pa«, and It was possible that she would try to strike at 
Russia from the back If the Germans achieved a speclacular 
vjcfory agalflsl the Russians. Japan was welting to act In 
her own interest In spile of her understanding with Russia. 
Withth^ commencement of hostllifjes between Germany 
and Russia,. Japan assumed on aggressive attitude In the 
Far^East. The democratic countries realised that they would 
be forced to face a gr^ve situation in the Far East and, un- 
less they adopted a strong policy towards Japan, they 
would lose everything in the Far East. Britain and America 
were determined to resist any kind of aggression by Japan 
fja the Far East. 

y By invading Russia Hitler has followed the footsteps ' 
of Napoleon. In spite of the wide divergence between 
these two men, their career of aggression had "followed 
quite parallel lines. Both Napoleon and Hiller were'baffled 
by Britain ; both of them fftund that Britain would tiever 
accept defeat unless hep very soli was invaded end her 
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ciUes razed lo lb© QTOwd both o! them failed !o accom- 
pMsb tbl 9 greal tasb whlcb alone could aecure o final victory, 
and bo\b ol Ibem In deEpsratlon lutnad to the East History, 
Blranqely enough has an uncanny way of repeating itself, 
il has reoeated Us®U eUet a lapse of one and a quarter 
century Today Hitter has ordered his Panzer divisions 
to march Into Russia In the same way In v/hfch Napoleon 
matched hta Grande Artnee 129 years ago The invasion 
of Russia decteed" the doom ot Napoleon will it do the 
same in the case of Hiller ? Will Moscow burn once again? 
Will the terrible Russian winter freeze the Germans 
death and thus force Hitler ‘o withdraw from the Soviet 
soil? Only future events can answer such questions But 
one thing is certain and that is Hitler is not going to 
'have an easy victory in Russia ai\d unless Hiller conquers 
the whole of Ru<8la including the vasiness of Siberia/ 
Hitler can never secure (he mastery o! Europe 

Hitter's invasion ol Russia has surprised thousands but 
this latest German aggression has convinced the people of 
lb© world lhat Hitter is Hitter and there can be no change 
in him Though Hitler h*s thrown many a surprise during 
the past few years ol his dictatorship*, he fundamentally 
remains the same Hitler is without any shadow of doubt 
a man with an /efeo {lx -and that idea Isamply Illustrated 

by the Aryan racial theory of the Nazis Hitler desires 
nolhing short ol world domination and he will rtol hesltalo 
to employ any amount ol treachery and conceit, for hlia 
the end lusllllss the means however foul and heinous they 
may be 

Here ta what Hitter wrote about Slalln and his Govern* 
menl In his no « iamous boob Mein Kompf ' One must not 
forgot ihSi the rulers ol present day BussJs are co-paon 
blood bospatlerod criminals InaXwo aro concerns^ wjih a 
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cities razed lo the ground; both o! them failed to accom- 
plish this great task which alone could secure a final victory; 
and bolh’ot them In desperation turned to the East. History, 
strangely enough, has an uncanny way of repeating itself* 
II has repealed Itself after a lapse of one and a quarter 
century. Today Hiller has ordered his Panzer divisions 
to march Into Russia In the same v?ay In which Napoleon 
• marched hla Grande Armee 129 years ago. The invasion 
« ot Russia decreed- the doom ot Napoleon, will it do the 
same in the case of Hiller? Will Moscow burn once again? 
Will the terrible Russian winler freeze the Germans 
death and thus lorco Hitler to withdraw from the Soviet 
soil? Only future events can answer such questions. But 
cr,elhln5lscetl«ta,«ndth»l Is Hitler Is not golna to 
hsvs on essy victory In Russlo. ond unless Hitler conquers 
^e whole ot Russis, Includlnq the vastness ot Siberia, 
Hitler can never secure the mastery of Europe. 
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German Blitzkrieg in Russia 

The Budden German invasion o! Russia had the advan*^ 
tages ol surprise and hence the Germans achieved consi* 
detable success and caused the Russians heavy casualties. 
The Germans launched their offensive on a front 1700 miles 
wide extending from the Black to the White sea. It was a 
colossal struggle unprecedented In the history of the human 
race. Even Napoleon's march into Russia 129 years ago 
» dims Info Insignlllcanco before the gigantic battle that Is 
raging In Russia.' In the first twelve days of his Blllzktieq 
against the Soviet. Hiller had driven the Bolshevists to iHe 
pro September 1939 border Whatever Russia had gained 
In Poland by the partition end the Baltic Slates which she 
«nexed were lost to her before the hrsl phase o! the 
erman itikrleg came to a hall Germany was not alone In 

subjugated 

natlonsjo declare war agalnsHhe B'oUheviks With Hitler' 

Finland, Italy, 

Caches 0 ,»ki,. Vlchy.Fr,„o. ,nd Franco'. Sp.,„. The 
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lh,.HlU.r„.s beaten. Tho German, announced that the 


Russians oUered valiant and stubborn resistance to the 
Invaders and (ought every inch ol groundr* The losses on 
both sld^s were tremendous, but the Germans coald not 
destroy the Red Air-Force as they did” in PolandT They 
algo Jailed to annihilate the Red Army The Russians with- 
drew in order and maintained their defence'llnes. ' Stalin 
adopted the same policy adopted by the Russians against 
Napoleon. He advised hfs people to adopt (he "scbrched 
earth'* policy, to destroy everything Ibat would be o( use 
to the enemy, and to carry on Intensive guerilla Warfare in 
pieces occupied by the enemy. He snld, "Unbearbble 
conditions must be created /or the enemy and all hfa acco.-n* 
pllces in the Invaded areas. Nothing animate oMnanlraa to 
must be left behind, which Is likely to prove ol the least 
help to the Invaders. Guerilla warfare must be adopted on 
e mass scale and all mesns of Iranaporl and conmunlcaMona 
must be demofishod wholesale. Then there are fho vas'f 
spaces of Russia Into which the doienders can retreat end 
the invader can ba lured to his dooTr”. Also Sialin appeal* 
ed to his people to defend their soil, their 'Folhorland' and 
the new 'aoclal order that they hod e. lablished. Tho 
'Tatherlar.d Phase" deeply sUrred the'poople of the Soviet 
Union and they nsarched as one men to destroy the Nari 
Invader. They knew lhat the Nazis were ferocious fighters 
and were equipped wUh the most ra'>dern dealrucllve 
weapons, all Iho same they were confident that they would 
be able ibslem the Invading G'*rr»an« and drive then back 
lo Ihetr homes to weep out their sorrows The Husalans knew 
lhat the strugg’e wejld be hsrd and long end that they 
wore up against ihe mightiest nllitary mas^-Ino of the world* 
nevertheless Ihey were prepared !o sacrlhce their all to 
cripple end destroy the tnvlnCih’* etf^y of Germany. Th^T 
knsw Jhat th^lr Isrolslherhs laecb-spMsh* 1 In the past’ ih« 
incredible feai of drtvi.'sg Lack fho Crc.ndit Arna^ cl 
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Ncino\eon, ftn(l.lKoY woto conUilonl lhal limy could UVowIflo 
bficlc. iho Gcrinnn Pjvnaor dWlslono. Thoy ncc'ftplnd 
Iho tnUlsl Mv«r^«9 «» InovUablo bfW'auao ol Ihi* Irciobcrous 
atlarV bul loiKjbl ovory Incb ol arouod otubbornly. Hiuy 
tattiod \Vio ’Vcotchod ntkuh’ polwy IobucU potl^oUou Ihftl 
vjh«n<svflt U\Q CfltTOau'v c^plu^o \ ^ vlUaoc or town thtiy 
lout\?l that IhotQ wni notUtno loH tor Ihoiu A OoriTian 
olllcer, Major lohunn Batd ‘W» eto ticitdlny Qcjalnat 
dl*ro who, whalhcf Irom blind hnltcd polUlcnt lanallolom/ 
soldtady obpcllonQo or eimpto loar. ll jhl wltho tnftnotouo 

»ut\flr»na*» ottMa when aUunUon U Uopnlyfta. doilto^ ovoty* 
thVno, oven IKMc clollUnq. lu ordor ti» provcnl anytldtui 
uatalul Itom talllnqlnto ovir hand# 

nattlo et Smolenah 

Allot « month ollnton»(* UlUrVrtftoOftrnmnn Could not 
claim tho capture ol even a ainglo key etly ol Hunsla Their 
odyancoBlowodd-rsvuaml ottlftlmnMoreftvdtn t ThwClorman 
lladlo oxphln-’-l the lull In Iho Uahllaq by caytuo llmV 
numoroui "pf>cK«ta" ol nuaaUn Sddinra worn Imrooalng 
tho Gnrniana in tho roar on I IU*» Itno* ol communlotllonn 
Btjd Irnnsport behind tho Gormon Itno# woro bocomlnj 
motf* ouvl more dllticutt duo to thodtllerenc^ In the quiyo 
ot tho vat\» tn Ttuaata and duo to Iho mounlatnoua noturo ol 
Urn country Now Iho tall tall ol (tnUhtUQ tho RuRatau cam 
paiqnJn 10 wooVa waa ^ubitltuied by tho Corman'# rlcatro 
to anuthllate tho bed Ann), Tho Cormana did not deslro 
qreal terrltorid gatnt Ihtft ohanqo in tho dcaho ol Gorman 
troops ^ as V>touQht about by \h0v7dhut rMhlanco oMho 
Rus»lsusoldl''rsalth#lrontMvyoUa»\a the teat ol the 
Gernvm llne^a Tho Rnaalan '*1 ocholR*’ behind the Gocman 
linos worn roHsolMod qronpt ol •oUtota waMinq to bn 
ccncjuon>d by the Gormans. Tbeie pochelauoM compojwd 



Nepoleon etnilhsy 'weT8coMid**nlthsltVisY could Utev/lse 
back iVe German Panzet divisions They occepled 
the mjUal T'^veraes as InevUnblo because ol the treacherous 
atlact but iought every Inch ot ground stubborn’ y. They 
carried the * scorched 84rth policy to such perJection that 
whenever the Germans captured a village or town they 
tound that there was nothing latt lop them A German 
olUoer, idator Lehman said WeareUqhttnq against sol- 
diers who. whether trom blind hatred political fanaticism, 
soldierly obedience or simple tear light with a tenacious 
sullenn^ss ollen v/hen situation is hopeless desltoy every- 
thing even their clothing m order to prevent anything 
uaelul IrQm'*ialUtxq into out hands 

Battle ot Smolensk 


Wlet a month oV Intense BlltiktlegGermans could not 
claim the capture ol even a single key oily ol Russia Th^lr 
advance stowed down and a stalemate t«»su\led The German 
Radio ozplftlnpd the lull In the lighting by saying that 
numerous ' pockets ol Russian Soldiers were harass n 
the Germans in the pear and lh“ lines ol communications 
and transporl behind the German lines were becomfn 
mote and more dllhcuU duelo thedllferenca In lh‘» ou ^ 
ol the rails In Russia and aue to the mountainous nalura^^ 
the country Now the tall tali ol llnlshing the Russ\qt^ ^ 
nalgnin 10 weeks was yub*Utu‘ed by the German s 
to annihilate the Ked Army Ine Germans did not d 
great territorial gains This change in the desire o! Ge 
troops was brought about by the gallant rosisiat^jg 
Rusalan soldiers at the {font as well as In the q, 

Germsn lines The Russian * pockets behind the g° ^ 


lines were cot isolated groups ot soldiers wanjjjg ^ 
conquered by the Germans These pockets were ^ 
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o! gallant fighlera detached from the main armi^ acting as 
guerilla bands and carrying on a death-defying battle 
against the Nazis On many occasions these "pocVets" re- 
joined the main Russian Army m spite of Goebbels’ encircl- 
ing and annfhl’adng them through the ether- 

A lively -diversion during this period of lull In the 
Eastern Front was caused by the occupation of Iceland by 
the American army and navy. Iceland Ilea north west of 
Hnqtand, and between America and the British Isles If 
Iceland were to is}] Into the hands of the German?/ they 
would have made capital uspot the strategic position ol the 
island to launch alr-Blltz on Enqland as well as America. 
The occupation oTIceland was ol prime Imporlance lo the 
defence of America In ordering the American troop? to 
occupy Iceland, President Roosevelt had challenged the 
Axis Though America did not desire toenter the \snr,iho 
wanted to know whether the Germans dared to challenge 
their right o! 'freedom ot the seas' Just before the occupa* 
lion of Iceland by the Americans Germans tried to build 
up a Filth Column there A German plot to erect a secret 
wireless slatlon In Iceland was discovered and a party of 
Germans who approached (he Island In a Norwegian ship 
was captured and interned Germans were planning to land 
troops in Iceland/ but the Americans were ahead of them 
• While (he Germans were engaged In the (Ilanfc balJle 
again'st the Russians, the R. A F canducled an incessant 
batlla over occupied Franco and Germany^ In fact Britain 
had opened an air front in the West But strangely enough 
thoR A F. did not encounter alrong oppostijon from the 
Germans This must have beendao to two reasons In (he 
first place the Zq//M'a//a must hrvo been shifted wholesale 
to the Bast to deal a crushing blow to the Russians or iKo 
British alr-oftanslve must not have been so serious as to 
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o! lann''^!i campaign and along the wide lyonl 

enni^, Ruaalan airmen were aclleo In deslroylng 

and *’0'0"leg conconlrallon ol Iroopa 

Beed *° ommunlllon dumps behind enemy lines, 

with Ih"' r /. “ 1 "" 0 " "ere engaged In alr-balllea 

Uhlhe Iuf,„g//a „i,h Germans failed 

bv ‘;'“'*““‘'.‘'=>'<>»°Ibenlngrad. Kely or Moscow 

V OTbhig Ollen Ihe German commanders' Ihieatened to 
laze Leningrad and Moscow lo Iho gr-bu'nd by bombing but 
wangely enough Ihelr threat did not malerlallse. Ol 
urse, the luftwoffo made serious allempis lo rain bombs 

bacril Ib ““'“’“'“''‘1 "i'ove theij 

^oMn tf'’'e ‘hey could cause any damage. 

, .'n ‘’ 1 *'°, •" lb' Eoat clearly Indicated 

Bull 'd 1^ Brtloln the German A[r.lorce had 

L I ‘"“Pfbable losses with Ihe result that it could 
the laToI f ‘be This explains 

andiheO ’"'be West 

and the German failure lo rule Ihe Russian sky. 

IbeG^ri®"*’'' 'be West did not relieve 

were .h“ror ."„Tr Ibe Russians 

Speedily suDDliaerl f unless* these were 

that they could England or America, Russians knew 

po emisl ar "“'r'™"""'’"’" Ru»»l«'e war 

Industnes Unl^a tL'Am'”“°'“'' 

wsr Rtinnhaa a. ^ guarantee a steady stream ol 

»«r supplies, especially lank, and planes. In the* shcrlest 



poaslhls lime the coloSes, Ihrit is Russia, may crack and 
crumble under the weight oHhd German MachanlseS Atlila 
There is another chlet lactor that can rally 1o the assistance 
of the Russians and that is the Russian morale From whet 
one knows ol the Russians they maybe trusted lo maintain 
their morale, however giievoua their losses and defeats 
Even this moral© can be preserved only If the Ifrimense 
polenllahUes of Ameiica and the British Cdmroonweatth 
ate trailalated fmmedfafely Into guns, tanks planes htd 
ships end speedily despatched lo lb© Eastern Front 

Britain could have launched an offensive In Libya and 
could have driven the German and Italian forces back to 
Tripoli This would have opened up a second front In the 
East and would have greatly relieved the German pr9»sutB 
on the Russians tfow a golden opportunity waspresenf^d 
to Bflta'n to regain her lost positions In Libya but s'rsnge 
ly enough Britain did not leVe Ihai epporlunlty She was 
not prepared to mea' the strong tanh unlla el the Gormans 
end Ifatlana stationed in Libya The British people want- 
ed that JheGovernmonI should open e recond front either 
In Libya or tn Franco so that Hiller would bo compelfod to 
fight on two fronts In the absence ol such d second front 
^ Hitler can have hfs own way tn Russia Though Russia (s 
a very vasi country It is doubtlu) wholhor she wjU bo eb|o 
to continue the war even affor the Joss of Ukraine arfd 
jjfjjcr Industrial areas The British Havy In Ihe Mediterra- 
nean scored 'r'Snv successes In sinking (haltaflen trananmiR 


ellect on the German Industries, byt that cannot relieve 
the tremendous pressure on the Russians Once the 
Russians are accounted for. Hitler will be able to use the 
vast resources of Russia to inaTce good all the losses he 
has autieied In Jbe west 

The causes lor Britain's not opening a second front 
were that she was short of materials and she was not getting 
as much as she wanted from America The President of the 
United States could not spe€d up tlie production due to 
numerous strikes in almost all major industrial plants 
This means Hitler's Filth Column, through the agency of 
Isolationists like Colonel Llndburg, Ex President Hoover, 
was carrying on a war ol sabotage m American industries 
to cripple American help reaching Britain This inevitably 
forced Britain to remain inactive / 

During the iourth week ot the Russo^German war the 
Neals claimed the capture ol Smolensk But the Russians 
denied the German claim and stid that the city waa*«ln 
their hands. Anyhowu was beyond doublthat theGermans'*' 
had penetrated deep Into Russia They bad driven numerous 
wedges Into the Stalin Line and had pushed back the 
Russians all along the iront. In the Ukraine the Nazis were 
pushing towards Kiest and Ir the north their objective was 
Leningrad In the face oi claims and counter claims it was 
dllllcuil to Judge the actual position o! the armies at the 
same time it seemed that the Nazi threat was assuming 
dangerous proportions The very fact that the Nazis had 
reached the outskirts oi Soiolenskconsllluted-e great danger 
to the Russian capital vVch was only 150 miles from 
Smolensk. In spite o! the g<)nent resistance ol the Russians 
the Germans seemed to Vse progressing Beiore capturing 
the dly ol Smolensk the- Nasts paid dearly in men and 
matorlats TtoRussUns hailed the German oHeniivo el 
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Germans could nol progress beyond SmoIensV/ and besides, 
the Russians, under the command o! Marshal Timoshenko, 
scored local victories In their counter attacks In the Smolensk 
sector Mashal Timoshenko's dynamic defence, punctuated 
by vigourous counter-attacks, heartened the Red Army and • 
It Inflicted tenible losses on the invaders. The Germans 
claimed to haVe Infllcled colossallosses on the Russians^- 
and Dr. Goebbels went so far as to assert that the Bed 
Army had been partially annihilated. But GoebbeVs words 
should be taken with e pinch of salt for in many cases he 
makes the Nasls annihilate more armies than are really 
existing Commenting on the German claim oi having 
broken through the Stalin Line, the Soviet Information 
* Chief pointed out that Dr. Goebbels had attempted to 
create a legend about the existence ol e powerful, fortified 
Stalin Line toconceal the heavy German fosses Dr.GoeHbels 
found the exislonca of the Stalin Line on the whole 
front and the fortltlcatlons were Impregnable wherever the 
hfazis'encounlered stubborn resistance and suffecred partl> 
cularly heavy losses The Russians pointed out that fortified 
points existed on the Russian border, but there was no 
Stalin Line extending over the length of nearly 2000 miles. 
The Russians characterised the German claims as fanta- 
Stic and absurd, and said that the Stalin Lino was a Nazi 
invention. The Russians also declared that the SoviQl'war 
prisoners included the Soviet population, men and women 
iotclbly seized for hard labour. According to the ^Russian 
figurGs, the Russians lost during the six weeks ol the war, 
600,000 men, while the Red Army eoized and destroyed 



While ihe filanfc struggle waa fn full swing In ihe Eai 
the blue waters o! the Atlantic was astir with draoat 
and historic events The President ol the UnltedStales an 
the Premier ol Great Britain met somewhere In the Allant 
to decide the war and peace aims of tho Allies Themeelin 
was kept a closely guarded secret Mr Winston Churchi 
accompanied by high mihlary, naval and air officials saile 
on board the British battleship King George V and mi 
President Roosevelt on board the AmerfcancraIser>Joga5/tf 
It seemed possible that there m'ght have been held severs 
conferences between the American and British ofhclal 
concerning the compilcaled problems of fighting Hitler ent 
Hitlerism as well as the problems of th“ post war world 
White the actual text of the talks were kept a guardec 
secret, a Joint declaration was made seltlog forth the wa 
& oeace alms of the Allies The declaration reads (1) Theti 
countries 8®ek no eggrandtseroent, lerrilorial or other (2 
They desire to see no territorial changes that do not accord 
with the free’y expressed wishes of the peoples concerned 
(3) They respect the right of all peoples to choose the form 
of government under which they will Ilye, and they wish to 
' see sovereign rights and sell government restored to those 
who have been torclbly deprived of them (4J They will 
endeavour with du** respect for Ihetr existing obllgatlona^ 
to further the enjoyment by all states great or small victor 
or vanquished ol access on equal terms to trade and to 
the raw materials of the world which are needed for their 
economic prosperity (5) They desire to bring about the 
fullest collaboration between alt nations tn the economic 
Held with tho object of securing for all Improved labour 
standards economic advancement and social security. (6) 
After the final destruction of Nazi tyranny, they hope to 
see established a pesca which will aliord to all Rslfons'the 


means o! dwellinij In safely within tholrownboundatles and 

wWch svUl afford the assurance that all men In all lendo 

nay live oulihelr lives In ireedom liom leer and want, (7) 
Such a peace should enable all men to traverse the high 
seas and oceans without hindrance. (8) They believe that 
all cailons ol the world, for reallaUc . as well as spiritual 
realons, must come to the abandonment of the use of force. ^ 
Since no future peace can bo maintained If land, sea or alf 
armaments continue to be employed by nations which 
threaten aggression outside their |ronlIera, they believe 
pending the establishment ol a wider and permanent 
system ol genetalsecuTlly. that dlsatmamenl ol such nations 
is essential They will, likewise, aid and encourage all other 
practical measures which will lighten lor peace loving 
peoples ihe crushing burden ol arraament 


I have given the tuU text ol the declaration so that the 
reader car study all the eight points carefully and form hLs 
ovm opinion On my part I believe that the declaration Is 
vague at the same time Ihe principles laid down are 
magnificent It these principles c^en be acted upon In the 
spirit In which they are laid down, then a prosperous and 
free world, where all the nations will live side by side In an 
'eternal brolhurhood', can come into being at the end of 
the war The British Dominions hailed the declarallon as a 
' Magna Carla" but In India where hostility to and distrust 
ol the British Government exists, the declaration could not 
raise spontaneous appreciation Still however, the people 
of this country hoped that the Prime Minister of Great 
Britain would clatUy the question ol the application ol the 
• "Atlantic Chatter * to Indie and the different political 
parties and sections In this country requested Mr Churchill 
to issue a slaiement to the elfect. The^ Prime Minister 
inslead gtraUing Ih^pes ol Ihe Indians shattered them 
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,y 0 coleaorlcol iilsleraeiil Ihol tha AHsnMo Charter did a 
illocl India at all, and that the rolallons between the ^ 
Indian people and Britons were .jovernod by the pr nciple 

“the rule, and ruled, wh, oh „a, Metalled In the Vloeroy 
oi India's August 'oiler (1940) 

Berlin characterised the declaration as 'old 

„rd!d etoolr Irom the mouth cheat of *>’' '"’"'“'“f ' 
lea dialetlo, hearing the Geneva hall-wark wh.oh has been 
hauled out and relreahed up'. 

In spite of all the vagaries ol the Allanllc Charter, it 

swerved o’ dr.w these two statesmen closer and at the 
only ^«„„inee the world of the meanness, Indecency 

iS^nake^d brutality of the Nazi idealogy. The 

for the Allies. 

The'Battle for Kiev & Leningrad 
Ihe drive towards Leningrad and Kiev was of the 

greatest significance lo the Germans H.ller W that he 

could not avoid a winter campaign In Russia and so he was 
determined to damage the Soviet's war Industries so 
a severely that the Red Army would be unable ade^ately 
to re-equIp UseU during thecold weather. Onceihe Russian 
Industries are destroyed before the winter seta In. the Red 
Army will nt>t be able to carry on a sustained campaign. 
Thus Hitter's plan Wat to capture Leningrad and the whole 
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o! iha Ukraine boldre Uecombcr. The Gormans had already 
weakened Russia's war potcnllal when they occupied iho 
qreat bend of the river Dnieper. The Russians were forced 
to doetroT the famous DhleperDam to prevent the Germans 
from crossing the sWe/. In the (lest rush towards the heart 
oi the Ukraine the Germans had deprived the Soviet of 60% 
of lls Iron ore, 35% ol lla manganese and 40% of ils alomi* 

^ n!um. But across IheDnleper even greater prizes «r© avail- 
able. There are the rich manufacluring centres of the Don 
and Donetz baains; Kharkop. the heart of the industrial ^ 
Ukraine; end finally the oil of the Caucasus. That Wes the 
booty Hitler wanted to lay hia hands on in the Ukraine. 
In the north Hiller wanted Moscow and Leningrad, both 
• important Industrial cities whose loss would be a severe 
' blow to Soviet economy. Hitler thought that if he could 
'eccomphsh the capture of Moscow, Leningrad, the Ukraine 
including the Caucasus oil fields, Russians would be unable 
to continue their resistance with the assistance of Russia's 
remaining resources in the Wrels and Siberia v;hore Stalin 
has his shadow iaclodes 

This was tho grand strategy ol Hitler. It seemed that 
the Germans would acceftnpUsh this gigantic task in spite 
oUbe dogged and lanelic resistance o' the Red Amy. Tho 
oiiensive towards Leningrad was launched regardless of 
losses. The German forces creeped slowly towards tho bity, 

. but they had lopay dearly for ©very inch of ground gained. 
Jho Russians counler.attacked with heavy tanks and the 
Soviet Air-iorca hampered the German advance. Thg 
Luftwaffe was on longer superior in Ihe alt. The Soviet ait*- 
inen showed plenty of pluck and cleared the sky over the 
Leningrad Front of German planes. This heroic defence 
showed that Ihero was plenty kiok left In the defence. 
Marshal Voroshilov's men were of lough calibre end it 
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aoomod lhal they would hold the city for anotbei’ month. 
The Russians in this sector wer& confident that they would 
disrupt the northern part o( Hitler's grandiose plan But 
they were short ol planes and they expected that Bilta^ 
would not fail them In Ihelrhourof need. Brllalnweseager 
to see the Russians emerge victorious in the baiiles, for 
thetoss of^usaia esa stubborn fighting unit would not only 
strengthop the ^azfs, but alsowould*greatly weahen Britain ; 
Under the splendid leadership of Lord Beaverbrook, Britain 
was working to her maximum capacity and doing everything 
in her power to supply the Kussians with fighter blanes and 
tanks Belore the battle for Leningrad reached a climax 
Bnllsh planes v/ere seen over Leningrad and the suburbs 
fighting the Germans The defences of Leningrad were 
euperior^to the Maginot Linn, both as regards to the num» 
ber ol fortlUcations and their adaptation of swampy terrain 
The defences presented extraordinary severe obstacles to ^ 
the invaders There was complete cooperation between 
the forces of ctvll and military defences and the factories 
in Leningrad turned out immence war materials la spite of 
German bombing ol tho city The workers ot factories which 
had been rendered unworkable formed themselves into 
powerful fighting units to defend the city Leningrad stood 
as a rock Against the mighty onslaught ol the Germans Tlie 
Germans threw tn columns after columns ol new forces to 
the front only to be wiped pul by the gallant defenders of 
the city A savahe battle raged for many days in which 
victories and defeats were sustained by both sides The 
nearer the Germans approocned the dty Ine greater the 
resistance they encountered. In spite of alabng a largo' 
number of divisions on this particular sector Hitler could 
not succeed in piercing the defence of Leningrad In the 
first few days of the assuall Germans sulletad 700 bUlcers 
and meii killed in tho batSo held, Marshal Voroshilov 



sounded o clarion call lo his iren ashing them to defend 
Ihe oily to the lost man. The soldiers ns well as the citizens 
oi Leningrad responded as one man and prepared them- 
se ves o ay os-n their Ihes In defending the famous city 

iwoM "7"‘^”‘Wth.ttt was due to the fanal.c 
patriollsm and stubborn resistance of the Russians Lenin- 
grad defied the Nazi hordes 

.T found that this force was in 

lmniin*nl danger of being annihilated 

*“ •'■“PPod more than 20 000 

enemy wuh ho process of annihilation of the 

were Llet Ii,hi tho°ir w*’“‘.h 

-loin thetlml^a 'rLT ^M^ht 'u 

.o tS^t ma^ G:, »Wp 

onoetheGermans succeeSmi^^lf ““r' 

every time, to toe great dlstay 011^ r ” ° 

and lolheoreat ,, Geraon oommandets 

■niHsnaLTlHtrortd -he ^ 

iscaped enclrolenientand ' ^ Russian soldiers 

mlumas lor the cours™ , . T*'*’ ^P'O^^ 

si Hie Russians The hall’l unshatablo morale 

"Ore demonsTrate" t tt ^lew was one 

lha Russians as lleroe and vT"'! f ""'""P Oualllles ol 
Senerals ol Napoleon wamlril' Once one ol Ihe 

Russians and loday the Rii.t fe"»lloisul ol the 

rol mere lanstics but L.n . "'P'' "'e 

?uosllonoldelendloolh«i ° ““'f "Ren it t, „ 

ooieuding their aoiltheywUl never yield nor 



w 


lay down {heir arms untess and unfti every German is 
driven out of the Russian soli. If this spirit liveg.— -and we 
hope it Will live—- Russia will survive, not only survive but 
will hurl the Germans back, not only will burl theta back 
but will pursue them to the depth of Germany, not only 
will pursue them as -they retreat but will annihilate them 
and destroy the grand German military machine before it 
reaches its home ^ * 

But the stark fact that the Russians had retreated far 
behind the river Dnieper and that the combined forces ol 
Rumanians and Germans had stormed the Biack Sea port 
of Odesssj remains Odessa was well defsnded but if was 
doubtful whether the defenders could hold on Incessantly 
tn the absence of reinforcement and supply of a powerful 
airforce The Germans launebad an of/enelve on the whole 
southern front, from Kiev to the Black Sea They crossed the 
Dnieper arid advanced towards Kharkov and developed an 
oUens'vo Jowards Crimea It was obvious that the Germans 
Intended to storm Crimea by lend, sea end air In shorL 
Hitler haa gambled once again and only iuture events will 
show whether ho will bo able lo succeed end reach his 
obfectlvas In the teeth of tremendous opposition from the 
Russians 

In the central sector thero was not much change The 
baUle continued round Smolensk Marshal Timoshenko 
]aunche(& local counter allecks with soma good results 
though not spectacular In IheextremB north Ihe Finns wore * 
making some progress and were trying to attack I-onIngrcd 
Iron the north Thus at Ibo end of the second year of Jhe 
war Russia was engaged J» a life and death tirugnle wllh 
tha Nasis who were IhoJr 'eternal friends' fust a couple ol 
years ago At the end of (wo years of war the Germans had 
conguereeffhe whoIeolEuiope wlta the excepiicn of Russia. 
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In Russia Ihey had made qreaf Inroads. ' More than half oi 
European Russia had fallen to the Nazis and the great Don 
and Donelz basins were threatened The loss of Kiev was 
the severest blow the Russians had sustained so far. The 
loss of Kiev was unfortunate as U was a bastion protecting 
Northern Ukraine The retreating Russians demolished 
eveiylhihq oi va\ue before they withdrew, at the same time 
the coal and wheal of the Ukraine were lost to them. 
Stalin proclaimed his d^^clslon to enrol the whole manhood 
of the country lor military eervlce and thus demonstrated 
his determination to continue the vmr to a final conclusion, 
The Germans claimed that they had advanced far beyond 
Kiev and had captured Poltava, soipe 200 miles north of 
Kiev. In' fine at the close of the second year of the war the 
Russians were bearing the brunt ol the Genmen onslaught, 
practically slnqlehanded They were flahtlnq iorprotectlnq 
their Fatherland, and more than that, e new system of life 
which they had bulU up alter yeprs oi strenuous slruqgle. 
The qallant resistance of the Russians will go down In 
history as the tloccost and terrible battle fouqhl aqainst 
the mightiest and deadliest nUlltaty force of the world in 
the cause oi Freedom 

Climax of ihe Russian campaign , 

While the war was raging fiercely on the whole front, 
en Important conference met at Moscow. Thbugh the Nazis 
were slorminq the Soviet lines Jus* a hundred miles away 
from Moscow, the capital was calm and the people went 
about their work as if nolhinq serious or unusual was happ* 
enlng Evety man and wp^an of the Soviet Union were 
aware ol the dangers that threatened their country, but 
they were confident that they would be able to drive the 
Nazis out oi their sacred soil They went about their work 

. carrying their lives In their hands and with a calmness of 
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mind that was cljiiraclerwHc of the people who knew what 
they wete Up against and whal the final Outcome of the 
great baffle In which thetr countrymen were fighting wlfh 
Unprecedented gallantty. would be The ThreesPowerCon- 
lerence met In a tranquil atmosphere The representatives 
of Great Britain, The United States of America end the So 
Viet Union met to discuss ways and m^anl of saving the 
world from Fascist and Nazi aggression Though America 
was not at war with Germany and Italy she Vas ready to 
give all assistance to the countries fighting to save the 
democratic way of life from being trampled byfhe ruthless 
mllltarisfa of Kasldom Hits conference reminded the' Axis 
Powers that America wasdeterrained to see that Russia got 
all the material assistance shecould give and also remind* 
ed the sublugated countries of Europe that America was 
very teen on fi'beradng Me people of £irrape from ffffferf* 
am and Set them free from the aggressive forces which had 
brutally enslaved Jhem Germany end Italy Were nervous 
about the turn things were taking ' They knew ihe potential 
strength of America and redlsed that, if America would 
throw her full weighton Ihesideof the AlJfes thayeould not 
qatvlcioryendhencethoymade every effort to iediculo the 
Impoftanc* of fhe Three PowerConferonce ^rGoebellsset 
his machinery going and told fboworld that America would do 
nothing more than lalkand IhatbeforoAmerlccm helpcould 
reach Russia that country would be under the Gormanheel 
and the Rad Army would cease to eilst In gpue of Dr 
Goebells'e propaganda the conference wasa success Stalin 
took an active part JnlbedlseussioDS and the Russians were 
oleclrtiled when they knew that the people o{ the United 
Slates were determined to send them all the asslslance 
they could to help them drive the Germa;j% out of the 
Russian soil The Russians redoubled thetr ciforts to stem 
tho Nazi advance while the Nazis made an all out effort to 

^ a 



bring the war Vo a successiu^ toncluflVon'Be!?R*<fe*Eegln*_ 
ning ol wlnlet. 

Speabing el Vhe Conlerenco M. MoVotov said, ' The co- 
ordinaVloD such greaV Poweta aa the United Stetea, 
Britain and the Soviet Ifl a dedaWe laclor guaranteeing the 
ilnal success in the alcuggl©i despilelhe temporary HUlerits 
successes on this or that sector otthe !ront The conference 
has shown that the supply ol aeroplanes, tanbs, end other 
weapons ol armaments and raw ineteTiale wlU be further 
extendedand galmnlmpoftance. Hetelhehopesof Httlerlte 
robber bands are frustrated. HtUer. contrary to his Intent- 
ions, has only succeededinspeedlngtheuniflcatton of efforts 

ol the greatest democratic nations against tyranny 

However, many eftorls the Hitlerites rray mahe to rob, 
beginning with a second year of oppression In France and 
ending with B’^l^arla, now transformed by the wiU o! the 
Bulgarian leaders into a bsse for new Hitlerite adventures 
against the Soviet, all iHts will not give the Hitlerite 
annexationists enough resources to continue the v?ar. Our 
conference wlU go down tn History In connection with the 
alorlous destruction of Hul^, the enslaver of peoples It la 
not sufllclenl locate these Goerlngs Hillers and Rlbben- 
trops, but It is necessary to finish for ever this criminal 
band of enslavers apd annexsltonists at the head of which 
stands the curse ot mankind." M. Molotov concluded by 
saying,'*! assure the British end theAraerlcanrepresentaltvea 
that our will in the struggle Is unbending, and lhat our 
conviction ot victory over the enemy ol all Ireedom-lov'ng *" 
countries Is unshakable/* 

ThereacUontotheThrea.PoweTConferenee in Germany. 

was one of freniy.The Axis propagandists did nothing bat 

abuse the leaders and people of the democratic countries. 

. But on the batUe.front the Germains used their ulmosi 
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•esourcos and alranqlh In on'elfort In iroash ths Had Amy 
and then lo subdue the Soviet Union, before Iho^eautfs of 
Iho conference could take a manscfn^ shape. 

Another taportant oveni that happened Jutt a Iltlle 
away from the baltle'front waa Iheentry of the Russian and 
the-Brlltsh troops Into Iran. For some llirje past Germans 
had been pouring Into Inn under one pretext or the other 
end were working In collebprallon with Rashid All ol Iraq, 
who had lied to Iran after the failure of his revolt fn his 
own country, trying lo foment trouble. The British and the 
Russian authorltle”, being anxious to prevent a revolt in 
Iran, decided to occupy that country. Iran was In a very 
strategic position as it could bo used es a ^acl-door" to 
the Caucasus oil fields. Thereluctancy ofReraSbah Palhevl, 
the Shah ol Iran to eject the Karls from his country made 
the Antes believe that (he Shah of Iren must be hand and 
glove with the Nazis to foment trouble behind (be British 
lines In the Middle East. The British and the Soviet 
eulhorllles mad© It clear lo the people ©f Iran that they 
did not'in the loasl wish fo occupy their country and bring 
It under their domination, but they were.,delerffllned to 
prevent Nazi machinations which if they would allow to 
“develop would certainly dlsrupltheJrlinesofdefence With 
the memory of the Xraq*revoIt fresh in their minds they 
were not willing to leave any thing to chance, on the other 
hand they were resolved lo nip Iho Nazi plot in the bud. 
The Iranian forces under the Instigation of the Nazi agents 
'put up some tesislano© to the Soviet and the British forces, 
that advanced into Iran, but their opposition was shorf- 
lived. The BtlUsh and the Soviet torees advanced cautiously 
taking care to Inflict as little !n(ury as possible on the 
Indian troops; all the same they concentrated thsir energies 
;S.^lo round up all Nazi agents. The iMnlart trouble ended with 
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Iho expulsion ol Reza Shall. Tho Shah abdlcalad in iavout 
oi his son. but 11 wa? not « voluntary abdication. He waa 
con^lled to Isavo the country for foar that his complicity 
Iq the llazl plot would come to llcjhi tf ho conllnued to bo 
at the Head ol the Stale. It waa doer that bo had boon the 
dtolator ol Iran end that ho had aympslhlaed with tho Axis 
Powers and aosuch h\s presence in the country any lonjot 
would be certainly against the Interest ol his own people. 
Besides, tho British and Soviet Govornments would not 
penult him to be the Head ol tho Slate alter hi* open 
■rebellion. The prompt seitllrfg of tho lran*trouble was of 
the greatest value to the Soviet, especially at a time when 
the Hexlswere advancing menacingly towards the Caucasus. 
Tho ndhtary occupation ol Iran and the capture ol ell the 
■ ’Next Agents in that country- there were hundreds ol 
Germans In Iran-'ellmlnated the posslbltUy of a German 
drive to the Caucasus from Iran. 

With the approach of winlerHltler decided to launcKa 
. mass offensive along the whole front. In his ffpeecK In BetUtv 
he said a great new offensive designed to settlo the issue 
in Russia was In progress, and secielly gave orders to the 
commanders of the Battalions to push forward. This lalest 
oflenslve was ol enormous strength and vigour and drove 
r the Huaslans bach considerably For over a month Marshal 
Timoshenko was counter.attacktng the Germans In the 
central sector. Though the counter.atlocks had nothing 
njore than local Importance, they worried the-Germans 
besieging Leningrad as well as threatened the helotogencoua 
forces under the commarvd of vonRundsledt pushing Into the 
^ Ukraine. Hitler's plan was to capture Leningrad ar^d Khar* 
, kov so that he could encircle Marshal Timoshenko's forces 
In the central sector The stubborn resistance ol the Russian 
ioTces In the notlh as well as In tho south thwarted Hiller’s 
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In the Brianafc and Vyasna dhcctlons conslderablfi lorcea ol 
their air iotce, armoured tanh Iroopi and Infantry. Having 
hurled Into the balUo thelf reserves, having used ItaUanB, ♦ 
Hungarians end Finnish troops, the Germans have scored 
numerical superiority In a number olseclors and ha'^e driven 
a vredqe Into the posMions ol out iotces In some places. 

Ihe enemy has suHefed enormous losses, but It would bo 
unpardonable flippancy to undereslimato the gravity o5 
. the situation.'' 

The Russians foUov,ed their oft repealed tadlcsof allow- 
ing the German lanb unlls to pierce Ihcirlines and advance 
a Utile Into the interior and then surrounding them and 
destroying them. These tactics were highly successful In 
Inflicting severelosses to the mechanized units of the enemy; 
also It enabled the Russians toseparofe ihe German Infantry 
from the tankunUsand thus tocut otfco.ordinallon among 
the lighting units of the enemy This method of warfare 
definitely slowed down the German advance, still however* 
the Germars advanced. Altera couple of weeks of fierce and 
erablUered fighting the Gormans had reached the galejs of 
the Russian capital— Moscow the clly lay only SO miles 
away from the enemy It was the ruthless concern of the 
■Russians, men and women, to Ughtlo thelast before leaving 
the^capltal. They were resolved not to allow the Germans 
to set fool on the capUat so long as a single Individual y^as 
alive iolight. Realising the'grovllyoj the threat to Moscow, 
Stalin declared that vMoscow was in a state, of eelgo and 
also announced that the capital had been shifted to Kuiby- 
shev. This did not In the least mean that the Russians were 
preparing to evacuate the capital On the other hand they 
were bringing out relnlorcemenls to the Moscow front lo 
. stem the German advan«^lothe capital The'Geimans were 
developing an onclrcUng icovemonl in the Moscow front* 





while they were launching a fierce attack in the south , In 
the northern sector the Gernjanscould not accomplish much 
success and Len'nqrad held out in spite oi trenjendoua 
German pressure The soldiers of Leningrad were aware of y 
the grav^e situation prevailing at the Moscow front and knew 
that li Moscow would fall to the Germans they would be 
completely cut oU from the capital and would be encircled. 
But Marshal Voroshilov's men knew that the defenders of 
Moscow would push the Germans back and would not let 
the capital fall to the liazis 

The German drive in the Ukraine assumed very serious 
proportions The Germans had captured the industrial 
capital of the Ukraine^ Kharkov end along the coast of the 
See of Azov, they had reached Taganrog some 35 miles 
from the key city of Rostov el the mouth oi the river Don, 
k the gateway to the Caucasus through which i-an the pipe 
ffnean^ important rallwaycommunications It was essential 
t^at the Russians should make evei^’y e//ort to prevenf 
Rostov falling into German hands Simultaneously with the 
drive in the Ukrelno the Germans were pushing towards 
the Perekop Isthmus at the entrance to the Crimea Odessa, 
after a month oi stubborn resistance had fallen and was 
occupied by the Rumanians These days were the most 
trying times ior the Pusslans andil the Gern'ans succeeded 
in reaching Moscov/ and Rostov then the oils of the Cau* 
casus would be wlth'n Iheir reach and If the Germans got 
the oil they would cer'atniy win the war against Russia and 
It would be very dllllcult for Iho Russhns to regain iheir 
lost territory. 

The battie agalnit Russia had reached a clitnaic- The 
G»rmana had been giving' caul to the world that the battle 
in Russia whs nearing Its ond and the next few days woOJd 
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decida the oUho Rusafans Tho world was oipecUnt , 

and relied upon Slalln and hiaossoclatea io turn tho lido 

oi the battle 

The Battle for Moscow and Crimea 
In the {trsl wcot oi November the battle for Moscow 
assumed dangerous ptoporllona TheGetmanskept up ceas* 
less pressure on ihe Moscow iron! sustaining heavy casual* 
ties, but thrusting loTward despite the bad v?ealhoT_end 
the ferocious resistance of the Sovlel Army H must be 
remembered here that the winter v/as fast approaching and 
snow had already begun to fall the Germans were making 
a final edort to capluta the key cities ofthe Sovlel Union 
belore the severily of the Russian winler would compel 
them to call a halt In their blHzkrJeg in Russia, the Nazis 
were following their well known policy of seeking a weak 
spot in the Russian line When they wore pushed back in 
the Kalinin front they switched over to the southern end 
of the offensive and developed a menacing push in tho 
region of tho manufacturing city of Tula Tho Nazis vfote 
tr/ing io get behind the capital from t^o south east In iKb 
cenife they pressed slobbonily along the direct road to 
Moscow and made some progress at Volokolamsk, norlh- 
v/est of Moscow The Germans were only 40 miles from tho 
gales of the Russian cspilal and they boasted that the Red 
Army had b«»en completelyannlhllated and that their forces 
were about to enter the Soviet oapUal These propaganda 
broadcasls were Intended to hide from the German people 
at home the tremendous losses the Nazi forces were suffer* 
Ing at lha front and also to Impress the subject nations of 
Europe that the Russians had no other alternative but to 
surrender Vo the might of Germany Undoubtedly rain and 
snow were namppring operations, upsetting Hiller's tirae» 
fable while^ihe tenacity and determination of tho Soviet 
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people to destroy Hjfler and Hillsrlsm assumed tbs form oJ 
a fanatic patriotism. The Russian foices,, in spite -fho 
terrible losses they had sustained/ retained a high 
morale and the Soviet strategy changed from defensive to 
offensive. The Soviet forces launched counier-aftacks every- 
vfhere and slowed down the German advance> ' 

In the face o! all these reverses one inspiring fact stood 
out. The Russian armies had not disintegrated; though they 
were being pushed back, they were’ retiring as a cohesive 
force and were making the enemy pay dearly for every fnch 
oi ground. By keeping the cohesion of the fighting forces 
the Russians had completely defeated the attempts oi the 
NasJs to annihilate the Red Army This strategy was of the 
greatest tmportance in the defence of the wide front. U 
Hitler had succeeded in splitting the Red forces Info small 
I' lighting units scattered over the ISOO miles front/ then the 
Husslanawouldhavebeenconquered earlier than the German 
commandersthougbtpossible But ifaevalourof the Russian 
soldiers and the fsr-reaching policy of the Russian generals 
and leaders enabled the Russian people to put up a stub- 
born resistance to the invaders. When history comes to be 
written about this Second World War, the part played by 
the Russians in dejending the principles of freedom and 
democracy against the forcesof aggression wtl! befmmorta- 
Used. The valiant Russian soldiers who have sacriiiccd 
their lives In defence of freedom will occupy the place of 
honour In the history of mankind and ihe spirit that animat- 
ed the Russians to protect their native soil from the 
wanton aggression of cruel mllffertsts will live for egos and 
through the pages of hlstoryVjllIanltnstQ the futurcgenera* 
tlen of mankind to hold the Ideals of freedom as the high- 
ast^devino gilt for the attainment of which no sacrlilce Is 
too great. 
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\fhiie thoBusslan iotcea were battering on 

Iron!#, plants and wotlcinenltgm warlaclories InLonlng- 
d. Moscow and the ykratnewero Iransforred toUrals end 
t those new industrial regions the Soviet had buiU up In 
^esletn Siberia. The stupendous service rendered by the 
uerWas can n%ver be beUllled. Guerilla wartar© had been 
n© ot the spedal lealuroa ol the Russian (coni. Soviet 
lU^rlllaa had been tniUcllnq seiloua losses on Iho enemy, 
disrupting his communications, causing casuaUiea and 
destroying lanVs. lorTlefl.and ammunitions. Th© acllyjlles 
oi the guerillas had been so great a menace behind tho 
German llnes'that the Fascists were compelled to divert 
strong forces for the protection of their rear. During tho 
last ten months of battle on the Russian front the Russian 
guerillas have achieved victories alter victories behind the 
' German lines and these victories have been of the greatest 
asststance to the mSln Soviet Army fighting the’ Gormans 
* tn Ihe front. 

The reverses sustained by the Soviet Army, serious and,, 
grave as they were, did not in the least shalte tho conildeneo 
ol tho Russian people \n tho final outcome ot the battle. 
M.Stalln, addressing a session ot the Moscow Soviet to 
commemorate lh©twen*y*fourth anniversary of the October 
Revolution, said; ‘^wenty»{our years have passed since the 
Socialist Revolution established Soviet order In our land. 

^ The period of peaceful construction has ended. Now comes 
the time otsttuggle against the German annexationists* Out 
tasic is lo assert all our efforts in Ihe war of liberation. The 
German Fascists are robbing our country. They ate destroy. 
Ing our towns and villages. Savage Fascist hordes are 
slaughtering the peaceful Inhabitants ot our country. This 
Is German civilisation. 

Our army !3 performing mitades of heroism, but the 
enemy does not slop. The courvl^T-attachs o( our armies ore 
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‘The Germana rolled on tho unsoundness ol the Soviet 
conslUuUon and the unsoundnesa ol the Soviet reor^ think- 
ing that alter a sertous'^blov on tho Red Army a conlllct 
would arise between the peasants and the vforkersi that ' 
lighting would ^larl between Iho nations comprising the 
Soviet State and theto would he risings and the country 
vfould disintegrate, all ol which would {acllllato a German 
advanw Tight tothetlrala but the Germans again miscalcul- 
ate!. The inlsloTlUTscs ol the Red Army lar Itoin vreakenlng 
,lhe alliance o! workers and peasants only served to streng- 
then it Ills quitq^ probable that any other slate bearing 
such losses as has the Soviet would havefalled to withstand 
the ordeal and would havelallen 11 the Soviet organisation 
has withstood such tragedy that has occurred and has 
iurther strengthened Us home front, this means that the 
Soviet orgsnisatlon Is the strongest. 

"Apart from this, there are other considerations which 
produce letnporary setbacks lor the Red A?my. which has 
been forced to retreat and give up tracts ol our country to 
the enemy. V^hat are these considerations? What is the 
reason lor this military rolslortunes ol the Red Army ? ^5ne 
reason Is that there Is no second ironl in Europe against 
Germany. At present, on the Continent ol Europe, there 
are no armies In existence belonging toGieat Britain or the 
United States to light agelnsl the Fascists, therefore the 
Germans are not compelled to divide their forces and catty 
on tho war on two fronts in the west and the east* .This 
means that tho Germans constdeiing their front In the west 
to be sale, are able to pit all their forces and their allies 
In Europe against our army. Doubtless the absence of a 
^ second front In Europe very much Itghlena the position of 
the Getman armies, but Vheie can be no doubt that the 
appearance of a second front on the EuiopeanCoutlnent*” 


and il must certalnfy appear in fh© itnmedfafe ?uiur®- 
will very considerably lighten our position ' 

' The other cause oi l^e temporary mlstortunea of oui 
array la to be found in our shoriegs of tanks and afrcrai*® 
Ip a modern war It is very difficult to fight with Jnfantrj 
without tanks and aufficient alr-aupport. There Is only onf 
means of reducing to nothing the German superiority' t> 
tanka and in this way radically to Imperil the position o 
her army. This means consists of not only increasing severs 
ilraea the output oi tanks in our country but alsoln shaipl 
increasing the output of entl.iank aircraft, anti>tan 
tilles and guns and anti tank^grenades. This is ou 
task now^- We can fulfil this task and we must fulfil i 
at any cost." 

M. Stalin concluded £y ridiculing ihe idea that HitlerJh 
party was a Katlonat Socialist Parly end said (ha 
the Germane who compared Hitler to Kapolson shouh 
retnembar that Hiller was no more Ilk© Napoleon than a cc 
resembled a lion. He ended his speech by saying, ^W 
may say with certainty that the coahtlon oi Ihe UnJi© 
Stales, Britain and the Soviet Union is a real thin 
which is growing eod will continue to grow U 
ihe benefit of our commcm rause-^Ilberatlon These at 
lactors determining the Inevitable deslruetlon of Na 
Imperialism All honest people must support the am 
of our country, of Great BrlleJn and the United Stall 
as champion of nberatlon not only In Europe but, Jn Asi 
Iran for Insfance. The subfugated people* of (he worl 
came fo ua for help. Wh must do all in our power ) 
help IbemllveBllfe/^Ioomplejo liberty in their hen 
land ea they want lo. To do that w© nuil break II 
Ills o! Ibo German war raachfia ** 



I'havo quotocl Slalln at qreat length because hts 
speech Is oi the greatest elgnlllcanco. While praising the 
heroism oi his troops, he admitted the shortage o{ 
ossential vjar Tnatetlels. itval meant that British and 
American supplies vote not available to the Russians In 
fSuUislenl cjuantiUes: he also complained that Russia was 
compelled to fight against the armed lorces oi all the 
European countries and that neither Britain nor America 
did anything to relieve the German pressure on the 
eastern front by opening another front In the west. 
This seemed to say that Britain’s bombing oi the Gorman 
industries in Ihe Rhineland, the Ruhr and Iho occupied 
countries was not of any serious consequence to Germany’ 
The moat dangerous threat was In Crimea. The 
Germans had already entered the peninsula and had 
occupied the capUaU The Russians resisted stubbornly 
but they could not stem the German advance. The 
Germans threw into the Battle for Crimea new lank 
divisions and drove the Russians to Sabaslopole. This 
was the most imporlanl port oi Crimea from where the 
Russian Biack-sea Heat could operate. Dospito terrible 
• lighting the Germans lalled to capture Sabaslopole but 
' the rest oi the Crimea^as in German hands. Tho occupa* 
lion ol the Kerch peninsula by the Germans presented a 
serSoUa threat io the Caucasus otMields. and If the Gpr'mans 
Would occupy Rostov, then the Russian oil would be avall-^ 
able to the Hasls, It seemed that the RussIaVra had almost 
loa^lhe battle, the Germans had to make one more 
sjiprsmo eiiort and then the battle for Moscow and Crimea 
would have been won. With tho coming of wiriler, opera, 
tlons did not progress according to Hiller's plan and 'be. 

?lVu i^sstans 

were well prepared for e winter campaign and they Were 
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' Japen on the waf path 
since the beplnnlnp ol the Slno lapaneafl war the tola- 
Jsons belween Africa and Japan had deteriorated and 
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In Novsto^t. 1941 a crisis developed. With the success of 
the Gorroan blitzkrieg In Russia, Japan had been goaded 
by Germany to start troube In the Far East. Japan knew 
that It would not be very easyto smasKthe combined lorces 
x>\ America and Great Britain, sWU, however, she was 
tempted to gamble. With the coming of General Tofo in 
power, Japan clearly embarked on an aggressive foreign 
policy, though she pretended that she was anxious to settle 
the "Chlna-Altalf’* as well as the European and American 
interests in the Far East in th6 peacelul manner In realHy 
Japan contemplated nothing short ot establishing a big 
Empire in the Far East, embracing India, China, Weather* 
land Eaat'Indles. She found that Great Britain and' 
America blocked her way to the establishment of her 
Empire In Asia, and hence determined to wage a war to 
gain her objeots. She was waiting for an opportune 
moment to strike. 

General Tolo began his administration by accusing 
America o! hindering the settlement of '"China Affair," at 
the same time he asserted that his Government was deter- 
mined to achieve the establlshmenl of Japan's "New Order" 
In Asia at any cost. On the other hand America andBsltalrx 
had warned Japan that they would stand united with 
Australia, Ncatherland East Indies end other For Eastern 
countries to light Japan If she would precipitate a war In 
the FacUlc.Mr, ChUrchill knew well that Japan was inspir- 
ed by the Axis to start trouble in the Pacific and that, in 
spile ol the great elforts mado by America to maintain the 
status tjuo in the Far East, trouble wos brewing In that part 
o! the world. Thereiote he warned Japan In the following 
words: 1 roust admit that, having fought for a Japanese 
alliance nearly 40 years ego In 1902, and having always 
done my very beat topromote good relations with the island 
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orapfro of Japan and an admlrar fheJr rnany” gl/fs and 
qualities, I vfould view %»Ifrt keen horror Ihs opening of a 
confllcl befivoen Japan and tho English-speaking world. 
The United States' Interea! tn tRe Far East Is well-kno^n. 
They are doing their utmost to find a way to preserve peace 
tn the Pacl/io. Wo do not know whether IheJr efforts wjll 
be successful. But It they tally I take this oscosion to say 
—and It Is my duty to eay— should the United States be. 
come Involved in a war with Japan, the British declaration 
will follow within an hour". 

The United States was rapldty preparing for all event- 
ualities. The United States scrapped the Keuiralfty Act, 
thereby facilitating the arming of raerehanfraen and send- 
ing them to combat ^ones. As a reply to this the Axis 
Powers began sinking American ships. Thus America was 
virtually at war, though no declaration was made by either 
side. America was defermined todeiend her freedom In all 
corners ot the globe. President Roosevelt said, "The 
peopfeof America believe that liberty is worth fighting for. 
And If they are obliged to fight they will fight eternally to 

hold it. This, duly vre owe not to ourselves alone but to the 
many dead who died to gain our freedom for us— -and to 
, make tho world a place where freedom can live and grow 
into the ages." 

Mr. Togo, the Japanese Foreign Minister said, "Britain 
and the United States have gone to the length of establish- 
ing encircling positions against Jai:»n by inducing 
Australia, the Dutch East Indies and Chungking to join 
them. The pressure oi Britain and the United Stales ailects 
the very existence of the Empire. If an occasion should 
atlsa which might menace the existence of our Empire or 
compromise our presljge as a great Power, the entire 
nation musl unite to oyercome such « situation." v 
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As things stood thero was no sign of any poaco In tho 
Far Hast. Yet, as a last effort Japan sent Mr. Kurusu. the 
special Japanese emissary, to America 'to bring about peace 
between the ‘wo countries. Mr Kuruau's mission broke ' 
down and a war In the Far East was imminent. All the 
countries concerned were feverishly preparing for the com* 
ing hoslllUles. Japan had decided to gamble and was wait- 
ing for a favourable moment to cast her dice " 
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PUBLISHERS" NOTE 


This is the third volume of die chronicle of 
the Second World War It traces the course of 
the Wat from the winter of 1941 up to the in- 
vasion of Sicily by the Allied forces. The cam- 
paigns in Egypt, Libya and Tunisia are 'vividly 
described and the political aspects of the North 
African campaign are discussed. The epic defence 
of Stalingrad is lucidly narrated and interesting side- 
lights of the War arc included. 
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HITLER’S WAR 

- (PARTV) 

WINTER 194J 

Thfe «;itual!on at the Rtigstnn Front wis very 
Riave at the approicU of vriuter. In spite of the Allied 
propaganda setting forth in 2 ,urmouotab!a difficulties for 
the Germans in the occiiined countries atid the trans* 
port difficulties th*it the Nazis nere called upon to face 
due to their rapid adiatjce into Russian territory, the 
German military achievemenis were prodigious. It bM 
ialleu so fat short of vrliat was ortgiually pinuned, lint 
the Germaus were unable to reach ihcir termnul 
objectives before the winter. Ibis gave the Rnsvntw 
some time to reoremlse and to recnpcraie '»nd einbled 
the Imperial Forces to cousobdate their defensive and 
offensive posUious in the Near and Middle East. It 
appeared that the Geituau» were vlaDiiing tu reach the 
Volga and the Caucasiau oil fields before the winter 
would set in, but due to the heroic Russhn defence 
this plan wns thwirted Tboiigli the Gcrtnnns could 
not reach their objective oe per schedule their guns in iU_ 
Russian front greatly threaieued the Russian industrial 
centres lu the ceuiial front, the Germans were oulj 
30 miles from Moscow There can be little doubt that 
Hitler hoped and probably believed that the offensive 
would place hmi m poscesMon of Moscow even if il did 
not nchieve the total desttuctiou of liuiO'heukos Arinj 
T or a time the aitoation was desperately critical, isut 
resistance, aided certainly bj oppaltug weather^ 



1)rought the Germans to a stand^iJIl at tJie pates of tlie 
Itjjssiaa capita]. Casiiaities io the Bu-isian Army were 
certainly very Ijeavy, but on the Trhole the German 
offensive proved a faiJore- Notably there liad been a 
, faibire to isolate Moscow by tbrosts in the Kalinin region 
iu the north and Oral and Tula in the south. 

There had been desperate hgUt^ng in terrible 
^conditions of^ cold and njiid which reduced German 
ijifantrylo.au advanced state of e'diau^Uon and caused, 
rapid deterioration of irecbaincal vehicles. Never- 
theless the Gennnn offensive achieved the imniobilization 
of the Russian central army and reserves' This relieved 
von Rnndaledt of an:<iety for his left Hank end enabled 
him to renew his driw in the Donel* 'fiisnx wjrti 
couSdence. Itudjoimv’s Army, exhausted and weakened 
by loibcs of ineu and m-itenal in fts loop retreat, and 
fiaVing expended reserves Ui the Jf<«stroHs attempt 
to relieve pressure, on the Cnmea, wrh in no C0ltdtt^0^ 
to meet attack. There were oadonhted signs ot 
disoigaiiisntioji and perhaps m some places of «ill 
resist. The hitwation became wore crnical ihn» it'- had 
eVer been at Moscow, and it seemed possible that the 
Jjue of Doi/*lz fihd l>on would be crossed bSfore the 
front could be restored It was hard to set n limit 
to Ibe success the Gtmnn drive might uchieier but 
vvcaiber again seemed to have come to the assistance of 
the llussinns. In the Rcslov sector the Russians held 
the Nazi drlvi f.rrol). Consideruig the gravity of the 
Situation in the south, Siaha decided to reorganise the • 
command of his armies Ilud>onR>, though erideutly » 
capable geueral, had not shown the same capacity la 
defensive and delaying operations as had Tfmosheufco. 
Therefore, Staiiu placed Timoabeokn ^la charge of the. 



•tsoulhem front This chtnge lia4 a m*r\ellotJS effect, 
'fbe Ru^'iinn front in the wis qtncW> reOTganiseii 

«nd the Germans who hid already penetrated the ou»er 
•defences of the city of Rostoi were dnveu back and 
the citj vras^saved With the Russian counter attack 
an the southern sector there was a general improvement 
and in spite of heaty fighting in miYy localities the 
German advance had practically come to a standstill 
•from Leningrid to the Black ‘^ea 

The German strategy in Crimea was aimed at 
denying tbk use of Sabasiopol to the Ru<smi Bla<-k 
Sen Flee*- For tins it wis necessary to cnpinre lhe> 
foitresi since long range artillery fire and close 'nr 
attack would make the naval base iintenable In this 
attempt llie Nazis could not get much &ui.ceb» Though 
they occupied i gr«. it part of Crimea and bombed 
l94ba>topol mceasauiiy the Russians did not yield 
They held the port and the Rovstm Black S a Fleet was t 
active T lie Nazi attack on Kerr'b at the entrance of 
the Sea of Azov was a success md it was feared that 
■the Germans would use ketch as a jurapuu, off erouul 
to luiade iiortliern caiicajiia 'Ihc only that, 

prevented the Gttnians ftoni teaching tlie Caucasus 
was the stubborn rLsi!.iaucc of the Russians 1 1 the 
Roatp\ «ectoi and the inight of the Russian Black Sea 
Fleet which from its base at Sabastopol constituted n 
^reat menace lo all the German attempts to ^launch au 
invssion of northern Caucasia But by capturing the 
Xeich Peninsula the >azis were m a position to 
destroy all aerodromes lu Crimea If winter had not 
intervened the Oeruiaits would have ittempted an 
invasion of the northern Caucasia afid perhaps would have 
£apiuted the oil fulds. Thus atithe approach of winter 



-warfare. The Ask forces bad built a ralntaluro Setgfrled 
X.tne extendiiiR over twenty iniles from Sotlum to Stdr 
•Omut and tins line was held by Germau Panzer divisions 
led by General Rommel, Germany’s tank warfare expert 
ITo 1. Origiually'these two divisions comprised of 800 
tanks, but their number must have been reduced by war 
casualties dnrius tbsir drive into Libya pttshing back the 
' Eighth Army, 

These divistous were supported by other Itniiau 
divisions Geaer.al Anchmleck knew that lis was facing 
a mighty Axis force, however ha had great confideuce 
an his newly equina-d for es and he was out to destroy 
ahe eqemy s tank divisions, which were mainly responsible 
fot the earlier teterses of the Allied troovis m Libya. 
The baitla was led 1)> the’ “Cnimigharo Circus'*, 
Xt. General Sir Alen Cuuningham in command of the 
land troops, Admiral Sir Andrew Cunmiigham, brother 
of Sir Alan, m charge of Mediterranean fleer, and Sir 
t 'Vice*Mar»hal Coningbam directing the combtnsd air 
squa Irons of Great Britain Australia and South Africa* 
The ‘trio* form-'d an excellant combiiution of brilliant 
leadership and they carried the battle into the eaejnv’s 
line, wilh tremendous success The British air-force 
pounded the enemy positions before the launching of 
the^ attack, while the Mediternnean fleet hampered 
Axis supplies from Italv reaching Libya, In spite of 
' the sinking of many ships^the Nazis were able to 
Tfciuforce -their troops Jn the Western Desert; but they 
II not feel themselves sufficiently strong to launch an 
attack on Rgypt. While the Allied air-force was busy 
^estroyiug couceulratioo of troops and^muuitlon dumps 
' f ®”®my lines, the Bighth Army under cover 

o nig t on I7tb November started its march iu- 


Ittcmrt 10 f’' 'Slve 'wi d«mictlo» 

mw. ■itrattgyotlho A « „ee«patioii ot « r=ttio.il» 

of enemy troops and j ot tl on^ 

territory I,eav.nB Ijelt.od . atro ns tb« 

rL«ar..tack asrinst ttio O""'” Stdi Omar to 

main army moved /“f ‘'’“l^Ttorulictions Ea.lr 

order to set b-hind Hie Allied foroeia 

niornins on the ISth teere^ 

'contacted the enemy on the r 

iioilnsttensHitoBitebaltle movement 

(.really surprised at ‘'‘o Jj £ot they did not 

raiidly developed by the * ty.lhm fort! eight hoors- 
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Mere defeated „g ■ dlash ol steel The- 

over the laalt divisions pirt Rommel into 

encirclement of th eo„j>:l|ed to light out ol the 

a tight corner could not avail himself of 

mangle or . , j„g hampered or de«troTed on 

yeioforceinent With t ^ defenders of 
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Army Roromcl knew that he wns caught iiaping and 
realised that he was roeetiug an enemy on eQual teima il 
not grcntlj superior. He was prcpired for the gritn battle 
that v\ a-? ahead aud moted his tanks to meet the Allied 
forces barring his way. 

The opening of the Allied offensive m Idbya was 
hailed fl 2 > a Second bront by the peoples of Britain and 
other democraqiea i bere w4s some satisfaction In Russia 
also, ior Rcmmel's difficulties in Libya compelled Hitler 
to transfer a strong force of llw* Luftiinffe (tom the Rusijian 
front. Though U did nor give great relief to the Russians 
it stiffened their inorofe in as much as it tmdermind the 
tDornlp o! the Nazis' Hitler was on the whole disappointed 
at the turn of everts. The seterity of wiulet was 
beginning to be felt by the Nazis at the frout, the Russisq 
tesistnnce had become doubly stubborn and they bad 
driven dack the Nazis from Rostov after three days of 
bitter fighting and Romel was being pressed back by the- 
Eightb Army, It was expected iliot Hitler would find 
some scapegoat to explain the reverses his forces were 
suffering on all fronts 

It is very difficult to describe tlie confused series 
of fighting that look place dunug the first fortnight of the 
offensive The general Hue of action Indicated by the 
fighting was that General Cuuniughani after encircling the 
enemy launched an attack on the aerodrome at Sidl 
Reicgh before its bewildered garrison reahiied what 
was happening Simultaneously a coluniu from Tobruk 
sallied foiihjto fill the gap aod-joiu the mam army at Sldi 
ReiAfth. the ebasi the British troops C'lptured 

Burdia and Gambut The Mediterraiieau fleet was 
shellitg enemy Pouuons aloug the coast aud hampering 
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Ax'is ^upi>l}«s reaching Wbji The R A. F Indt 
ina«tcry of the n’r from the outset and whs ponnding t! 
encircled /orpeond homfdng supply bases as f' 

ns iJejiRlnzi Jn the laiiV bittfe that j foJloived at Si< 
R«.ze},U the aerodrome chaitged hands many tnues nii 
fiuall) was captured by the loiperfa] forces Th 
cojiuan that sallied forth from Tobruk bad to encounie 
stubborn resisiauce fro n the Axis forces The batti 
was fierce aud resulted iir losses on both sides Bn 
The teiiucilv of the sma^l columu overcame eueroy* 
rt-iistnuce and fitnlly tt joined the Eighth Array a 
hull Rez'Kh This brik con pJetely closed all route 
for eith*** Uie Axis r<.tnfoTcem*nts to reach Rommel o 
for Romiucl to ce‘ oiitof the tmuel^ As iras eicpectes 
Rommel did n ‘ Hunch a Hrce scale tank battle to 
effect R hr 'iiiougb He wis fitcacLing the Eighth 
Army at p >inis hero and there to break and destroy 
the rnecbTnited units He -wis uot prepared for an 
all out buttle, but u’l-. feehiig for the neik points to 
■^lakefl^^fty, It rv?s bird pounding ou both the sides, 
btiC the f^'uie was to be decided by the side that could 
-ponud longer The Allied position was defijOltely 
strom-er The Conmoiinealth forces had great reserves 
in tanks and infantr) and were supported by the* R A F, 
which nileil the !>ky Agiin the Jiuk up of the column 
from Tobruk \Mtii the Taain army facilitated the rapid 
supply of eqiJipaiei ts through Tobruk Above all these 
Oeneral Aucluuleck s strategy m spreading a strong 
steel net round the Panzer ATorpa caught Geueral RomaicI 
Tud bis men 1« a trap After a clash of steel for 
'five days General Roimnel found no way to' break 
ihtongh 'this meant that Romrael was facing deSuue 
destructioH at tht bauds of the bightfa Array, but Rootra-1 ’ 
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-could not be expected lo surrendcT "Viie ■Viete 

delenmued to fi^bt to the death, hut m the Brat phase 
<il the battle they were hep tciUtla the s‘eel uet by the 
righth'Anny ‘ 

"rot the second time in this svat the Allies had 
succeeded m miiuicg the Battle of Libya First it was 
th** Itahait Army under the command of Marshal 
Graznul, the fatuous Italian 27 ow also a little known 
Italian Geueial existed In theory it was the Italian 
general v?ho was in charge ol the operations in Libya, 

I ut 111 practice it \\as» Gx.uer»l Rommel who conducted 
the iperauous 

A TiQve of opinmsm snepi over Eug'and and the 
less tluukiut, utau ut the street Jumped to the con- 
clusion that the Allies had non the battle' m Libya 
'I he lull that followed the fi\e davs’ fierce fighting 
bctueeii the nechatiized units suggested that both, 
si Ics were legroupnii, their lo’ce-v to meet again in a 
fi-tcer battle that would decide the late of the 
Porr’i’T Knrpv 

MeanuhiU he Mhed forces fighting m Abyssinia 
had doue lUeir last job For a long time Goudaf, the 
last Italian iironijhold lu Abisrsmia was holding firm. 
Ihe \\ts I iinsou at Guiidar consisted oE loOQO Italian 
and columal iroop*. under General Vnsi Uiis strong 
V-amson was hollmg a monitaiuniis counirj and when 
the rani started the Allied forces were unable to 
conduct an^ op-ratlon against it. So it was blockaded 
dunng the rainy season and no sooner did the sky 
brmh’en up than a successful attack was l?unched 
«l,aicst it The larniand the blockade nearly destroyed 
ihe nfora'c of th- troops defending the mountaios and 
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3t the first assault the gatnsou surreudered Noir- 
/ Aby«siuia was rid of the last Italnii soldier and e\ea 
the remotest vossibility of a rivisal of Italian dorafuadoH 
of Abyssinia was shaitexect Mussolini' had lost etery 
yard of bis African Empire and perhaps might have 
felt buimliated at the reverses suffered by his troop* '• 
in Africa and must have curaed Hitler for not running 
to Abyssinia to prop up the Fascist Empire. -The Socialist 
■who made Italy jbtn the war on the side of the 'Allies 
da l£>f4 — 18 certainly must ^ave* laughed id his sleeve at 
the Fascist who'-plouged bis cotiutry into this war on the 
side of Gennnu). 

hJossohui was ebie/ly responsible for Jeadlog tbe- 
Italfousioto war tiiice witbia a quarter of a century, hut 
itraogeiy enough la lf>40 be told his people to fight his 
Allies , strsoger still, tvttb or without MussoJiuf. 

the ItftlJaus liave proved to be nothiar more than a drag oa 
^tfae side they joined As I bad obicried in the Biography- 
cf Musiolinf, this great little rain has decreed the doom of 
the Italiao people by drogmg tliem ngninst their will into 
this war. It may be asked whether italy could bate 
remained lieutrsl. If she bad reoialued neutral, as Snedeo 
and Sp'iia are today, she could have saved the slaughter ^ 
of her people or at least could have saved her ’* face ’’ as. 
the Japanese would put It Today despfte-rhe eoomious loss 
she had suffered in meu and materials she stands humiliated 
and her great leader the father of rascfsru, plays second 
fiddle to his disciple Adolf Iftcler tfaedictator ofoll I'urope 
miuus BolfthfiVisai. ^ 

SOVIET OFFENSIVE STARTS 

The sacrifice the Russians have ntaiie Is hardly 
appreciated l>y the liritish as well as the peoples of 
other couuirics. The colossal damage they bato ' 
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InQicied upon them by Iheir ‘ scorched earth ” pobcv 
shows that the Rtissians are determined to perUVi 
rather than be sla\es under the Nans Apart front 
the destmcticm of manv thoitanods of humble homes 
the terrible suffering caused to millions of Inoflcn 
«iTe peasants the demolition of ancient and historic cities 
like Kelt, and the wasting of fields and the blowing up of 
valuable mines and factories, the wrecking of the great 
Dnieper Dam* which stood for Russia as the crowning, 
achieteraeut in her vast wotk. of industrial reconsiniciion 
providing energy for neatly 20 per cent of her output im 
this war of machines was the supreme act of nation it 
sacrifice Tbewhole of the industnalisation of the Ukraine,, 
built up during the two decades at the expense of euormonv 
labour and wealth was smashed to pieces In s week lest it 
should fait into the bauds of the Nazis for at least a few 
liourtf It Is this naiiooal spirit that has nibpired thie 
the Russian people under Bolshevik leadership and thiv 
puLs to shime the democracies who do nothing more than 
pay Up sympathy to the heroic resistance of the Russians 
against the whole of Europe led b> the Chancellor of the \ 
Eeich No amount of \erbal tributes to the Spartan 
heroslm and to the spirit, of self abnegation of the Rtisaians 
will make them drive the Nazis out of their native soil,- 
Tbey stand in great need of active help in the form 
of a second frout in the couUneut of Europe to- 
m’r T of the Germans from the Russian front. 

he Libyan battle hod given them some satisfaction, still 
however they think that i^Iess Hitler is forced to fight 
on two fronts In the contineut of Europe he wllL not 
be easily defeated Help or no help, the Russians have- 
resolved to fight to the finish and there will be no separate 
peace or surrender The fight will end only ^hen euheir 


=nU the Kazls or all the Rti56iftiis “ire wiped out of the face 
of the earth. , I 

With ^iiCh detenntttitiou the Russians foiiRht 
SI'? months for mater to turn the table against 

Die Nizis. At the apiiroicli* of muter the JRiissiaiis 
htiiod aJoue and I kediug hat releutJc»sl> CQUl«sNOg 
^very inch of Gr^w 'd* When winter citne they struck 
fltid roiiled the NiztV 'Ihe fits» blow xras stnick 
■Jjy ATflrsba} Tjmoslienko’s forces iii the area of Rostov, 
'file Nuzis, in theit eogetiiess to ciptnre the tuy 
oiUiiiCtid too far into the muist <f llie Rossinns. 
'JJie Niyi" in their eagerness to cijnure tlie city 
ndtauced too fur info the midst of tlte 7'iwsnns 
'iiioiigU they ocviipied the city they xvere mit nhle to 
atiumil'ite the Russian troops». Wiien Hie xveiiher 
foio»rt.d» 1 injOsJienVo -iufljcted oil JJitJer Dm biffgest 
tcrTitofinl defeat of the war The S^z^s wire dnicti 
out of Rostov and were T«‘re»ii«e towards MtiYtiipoI* 
‘rivet a hundred taiJes west of the Ratewny to Die 
CaucesHs. 1 Jie Jiossjone irere boily piir-ujiif’ (lie 
JCatis jn ftn effort to prevent them from fegronpitjg for a 
countc^ofieuslve. The rot among the Natl troops 
ssns so alnrmhig that MsrsnsJ Von Kmidstsdt, the 
• oniminder of the Oernnns lu the soiifh esIlctJ 4» two 
xnnaured dix isfotis from Crimea to prewnt n complete 
ollapsc. 1 ho Soviet victory «as a ray of hope to nit 
the lurloiis and ■j'coplcs fightiup the Naria They had 
expected Ihe coJJapse of Itossli anl then the in^vuaMe 
tlocifnion of the world by the Aifs Povvcis, b-il the 
Kvisslao recovery afjet coI*>*s8l losses inspired the 
l><opIes of the tJiineJ Nations to gteaier and belter 
efforts srd ihc ronviriion born of toiif denre, that the 
iitt I • ictory would I»e theirs. f*egan to re ta‘shiU£j ia tfceir 
tKan». 
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\ The recovery- of the Russians stiffened the mfrrnlfl- 
ol the forces* iigblins the Germans in other tU^^'itres ol 
TV'ftt and made the German^ and their collaborators 
realise that the Prussian Army vms not invincible as' 
,‘was talked abont.'^lt demonstrated the indomitable 
' spirit that electrified the Russiau people, men nnd 
TTomeq equally, at the time of the most critical phase 
’ oftUerrar aud roused them >to snperhuman efforts to 
protect the Fatherland from the^contarnination of 
Hitler and his Prussianism. Oue unforgettable fact is 
the undaunted courage and date devilery displayed by 
the ^\omen of Russian villages m organiriiig *01111 
conducting guerilla warfare in the rear of the 
and harassing ' them by destroying their lines of 
communlcatious and encircling smsll and Isolated 
groups of soldiers and auulUiliting them The atrocities 
committed by the Nazis in Soviet villages are loo cruel 
to iiuagine, but the guerilla girls of the Soviet Untou 
demanded blood for- blood, tooth for tooth and "eto 
revenging e\ery act of Nazi brutality. ' 

BLOWS AND COUNTER BLOWS 
The short lull iu the battle of Libya wn‘» broken 
by Rommel’s Mgorous counter attack to get out of the 
Bniish steel net. The battle raged furiously for two days 
k aud then Rommel was able to make a dent in the ^ 
British line. He took advantage of this success ami 
made a run to the west m au effort to joiu other Axis. 
loVfes. Tils Eighth Army pursued the Nazis and took 
^ a heavy toll of their tauks amt caplnred many prisoticn>> 
When the Nazis re.iclied IDema they tried to lual^c .1 
stand figainst the pmsuihg Eighth Army. *Ronnne1 hnil 
lost naatlv half of bis tank, alreugth Init was receiving 
more help from the Luftwaffe. The Axis fotccs werti 

/ 
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jreiulnttei through Beoglmi^Ju spjte of the vigil VePt 
■hy the British Navy iu the Mediterraneau The object 
ot the Etkhth Army was to destroy the Ams forces lu 
■\\ «!>tera Destert and iv»s determlued to achiete thi^ 
s,oal 'The A'xvs staud neat Dema was not successful 
Before they could regroup their forces niid develop a 
powerful offeijsiie the Eighth Army wa*. upon them 
After su'>i'iinu g hcify lueses in men ant uiatenals 
Rommel bliOvi,ed njrtUiu pair of heels aid he did not 
riHit-e any serious a” mpt to defend Btfiighazi, tht Axis 
bUj '!> base iii the Western BcbCrt Ou Chnsluias 
Eve British troops entercil Bengha4t the much bombed 
port lu Lsliyn \\ ith 1 le capture of 11 ch;,Ji« 41 for the 
second time the whole uf i^yfeaaica was lu British 
hinds 'Jhout.h the nniii Axis forces bad retrented 
towards Jedabaya lane ImJiaii forces were sulfcfug fn 
Mnoub areas and one of the iuiniediaCe (n>}r$ of the 
'Eiehth Army was to niop up these fonres the «ime 
nm« th- Eighili Army was purstitiig Eommel who was 
afferiiig some reMsCaucc la tie are'a between Betigbari 
ami Jed4bi}a 

The oi,Cjipiliou uf Cyreuaica was itt il&elf 
in iinportaut npiri from oue distinct t.i.Ot.mphfcnl gam, 
iia:u(.]> Betighszl Tho»„h this pun was jsrtJy 
^dssvaatalcd ty Axis wtwl i»illv by British bombing it 
affordel port facilities svhcii they cooM be ri.{atfcd 
Besirtes the acrodtonie ai Bcigliart woulf U of the 
I est help to start a counter offen-shc mrulnsl the 
Tithth Arms TbTfU„houi tie battle in rjrcnajca 
'ludiati troops iJni'd a \ef> pronijneot part and ciery 
Umc they l{ore ihf bnmt ot tbe Axis attacir. T be 
Itultnn troops had received scry little tramiig 
■before lhc> were called lo the battle front lu ' the 
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Desert, ' stiU ^owevcr they conducted themselves 
insgnanmlonslj and to the admiration of the whole world. 


The tlalian forces gniirding Bardia were fighting on 
while Rommel s Piitis^r forcers were on the run. But tins 
beleaguered, garrison was mercilessly pounded from sea, 
land and air T ligii British tallies latinched an assault and 
brohe the defences In the early stages of the battle 
"Bardia was surrminJed bj South African forces thus 
Isolating It from the rest of the A-eis tor es. It is 
to be said to .the credit of the defenders that 
they /put up s‘iibhoru rcsis ance against superior 
enemy forces -iid surrendered 011I5 when Ihcy had 
no hope of getting further reinforcem-nts When Bardia 
fell the Bnttsh tool. 5 000 pnsoners among whom was 
Major General bchinidt. Chief Adiuiuislraliae Staff 
■OITtcet of Poi.aee ifr„ a. Also a large ntinihet of British 
soldiers who were captured by tl.e An, forces 111 their 
-P'eiious push to Egypt laa, released from Biriia as soon 
as It was tahan by the British The capture of Bardia for 
t ie second Hint within a rear aras a finely organised 
^ P e« Of ayork l,y the Smith Atriean,. The only post that 
-I ill renamed in Atis hands ms Hallayn Pass, where 
ahont 7,000 Germans and Ualian, necnpie i strong 
defensive works slriddhiig ih- mom road But this 
■Earnson could not hold on iiiJetinilely I'he retreat of 

tTeTa';'ri'°„'''?r 'r’ -Wei 

oi Ih- Pa ‘'''"‘“'"S and the defenders 

no air ™ '>8'““' ereat odds They hid 

— erTsiirrior"”'’' 

nothin- s,n„, , "■“'>" -torces. Hence it avas 

British” forcM surrendered lo the 

an- nain l;:;- : "" 

" coluttj, ampartal by a p3 7;rfai 
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r ponlt “\ne.Midd,e r.as. Army 


'was sent to TfcintOTCa Slngftpote In tUe Far East. One o( ^ 

the chief causes for British willidram^i. in aU the theatres 
of war u, as that Britain had to defend huge temtonea of 
dinetetil countries far leroovtd {row one another and she 
did not trust the ' sons of the soil’ to defehd their country. 
And J ntnin s n strtist of rjidima and her tmnhlliiignes*. to 
jailitaiise this touiitr> accounted a great deal for the short* 
flgeofsoiners If Britain had trusted the Iiidiaps ind 
hid eiihsle I their active CO openhon in the c*cecutton of 
this \i at Indians could hiv-* supplied tie Umt*d JTAtions 
with tremendous mah power tint could be used to defend 
successfan> not only the Middle Fast but also the Far East 

When Romniel Huochel bis unexpected counter- 
offensive 10 the hst week of January the Eiglitb Army 
v^as to some extent depleted to reinforce the British forces 
111 the Fit Hast and the wear and tear sustained by the 
armoured veliicles in the previous battles could not be 
quickly repaired as the Allied supply bise was far removed 
from th-* battle front This resulted m General Rom- 
mel s success in driving back the British light force*, which 
defeuded Beiiglvnii and the surrounding areas Rommel 
by passed Bei ghazi and adv;i«ced northeast feeling his 
waj cautiously Hts success bottled up an Indian infantry 
brigade »n Heiigbizl It was believed that the Indian 
brigade would be entirely lost, but to the nduiiration of all 
two cohiml s of this brigade broke through the German* 
linesfightiiig every mau and every obstacle and rejoined 
Uemainamv 1 his mtident is n«e o! the nauj brave 
exploits of the Indiiii bOldiers wl o carried th* torch of 
tradiuonal Indian nuhtary glo-y wlieicver they went 

RopMitls counter oHeiwive was checked east of 
Berghazi whkb the Axis forces had captured As I have 
already menuoned Beughaei hejig of great value to the 
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Axis for rushing reJnforeemetits from fhe conJlnent, 
loss to tiie Allies lueftnt tint they had lost e^ferything of 
strategical Importance in Cytenaica Rommersvpneusive 
did not develop Into a powerful sweep across Libya, but 
he was feeling bis way cautiously waiting for further 
reiuforcemeats io arrive. Hence for the next three to 
'* four months the battle area lu the Western Desert would 
be confined to the area enclosed by Derna>'MekelI and 
MarUibi Both sides were preparing foV the coming 
battle while coiibtant patrol nctiiUies coiillmi-d Tbi4 
Bins! have been due to the German reverses JO Russia and 
the necessity of strong hcning the forces ia all fronts. 
The heavy losses sttstamed by the Nn«< in the Riisijin 
front did affect the morale of theGerraan soldiers and Hlt-lor 
tntist ba%e found it difficult to send strong forces to Lib) A 
He was foicing all the countries nnder the Nazi Heel to 
eoiitnbute largel) In men and materials to strengthen hla 
fighting forces, but this could not be done rapidly Agalu 
the non stop Brlileh ait offensive over Germatiys jndits 
trial cities oiiJ«t have made the problem of equipping the 
forces very difficult nud noJess a respite n-es gliea to the 
fightitig la all the /fonts it would be tllfficnU to resume the 
offensii'e to any front wltlv confidence. The full in the 
Lib) ail front gave Hitler the needed respite t6 equip and 
mechanise tbe forces lu Libya The withdrawals In 
_ Russia, though it cost Hitler very heailly, did not In 
\any way destroy the might of the Nan mlHlary nnehtne. 

Tt Is to be tetnetnbered that Hiller has ot hU com* 
mand the whole of rorope aud it is foolish to et* 
pect that the stisI rramrees of men and materJuls 
that the continent can glre Hitler ivlU duindJe very 
ropJdJ) and that the trar fa'ctones distnliilrd throwghowt 
the tetigth and breath of tbe continent can be <festro)c(i 
b) bombing from the flir Ilitfer bnew ihtt nothing Imt a 
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Hand offensive ^against his forces in the contmejit datl 
cripple bis po^ver and as be fotiud Jbat the United Nations, 
in spite of their tall talks, were incapable of launching an 
offensive against him/ he was confident that he cpuld 
resume the offensive in all fronts after a short respite. 
was bidding his lime. 

While the lull continued in I,ibya, Malta was sub* 
jccted to severe bombing by the Luftxvnffe, It appeared 
that Hitler had ordered the destruction of Malta, the 
’ British watch dog in the central Mediietraneau. Malta 
has been a great source of trouble to the Axis transport 
vessels and the presence of strong British naval forces at 
Malta hindered with the free supply of nieii and materials 
to the Western Desert. Malta has been standing up to 
severe German and Italian attacks from the conimeDceinent 
of the war.'audtbe BtiltsU are resolved to reinforce and 
hold Malta at any cost. The supply of reinforcements to 
Malta IS a tough lob as the Meditetraneauis being ploughed 
.by As^^s•4bman^es operattrig from their bases lu Sicily, 
Crete and Greece. It is a risky job to send convoys in 
the Mediterranean, but Britain took the risk and reinforced 
the defences of the island fortress. Some of Britain’s 
best war ^hips including the famous aircraft carrier "Ark 
Boyal" were sunk in the Mediterranean by enemy action. 
These ships were entrusted with the duty of escorting 
convoys to Malta. The importance of Malta cannot bo 
minimised. Being at the centre of the Mediterranean it is 
' one of the most strategic naval bas^ from', which the 
Italian Lake ’* cau be controlled. It baa been proved 
that though Italy has a powerful navy she has not been 
able to either capixue or at. least. sfsVAreJii danmrjp. \TiUfa.* 
On the other hand theBriibh navy stationed at Malta is a 
terror to the Italian sailors and they dare not approach the 
* vicinity of this island fortress* ' 



Malta has the greatest help to the tIefeQ<ie^ 
o{ Tobruk It Is the mam source of strength to the British 
m the Mediterraneaii. Once Malta falls then both Gibraltcr 
and Suer wiH he quickly lost to the British If such an 
eventiialily conies to pa^s then Fngland will not only 
lose all her Middle Fasteriip'ossessibns, but will also be 
seriously threatened in India from the West The Mediter 
raneau Is one of the key positions in the defence system 
of the Middle East and hence it is imperative that Britain 
should hold this island fortress 

The defenders of Malta hate inlde history iii this 
war by Ibeir gallnul defence against ihc afrocInus‘Ns*I 
'^hoinlms 1 he Nazis tried to plftsicr M»Iia with bombs 
but completely failed in their attempt On the olbet hand 
Malta Inflicted terrible losses on the Lufltinjfe and drove 
'uvay e^ety attack J he vay tu which Malta bns defied 
the * Vriissi ui Tagle has eimed for the people of this 
island uiisiiiued praise from all corners of the world After 
successive failures to i>ouad ^iho defences of Mdita the 
Karls were conipelle 1 to partially abandon thsir assault 
on tjie island Mills Ins, stood and will stand up to the 
mightiest KazI raids if the Bntish can relentlessly bonttiiue 
to ^eidforce this much battered isltnd bastiot) In the 
Xlediteiranean 

A powerful Atjs ofJeoslie started in Eibya at the 
beginning of June 1942. Tbis lime ftottimeJ made a 
'powerful thrust agonist the Ontjsb po^iliou md a Ivauced 
rapidly towards lobnik In this Blitz mfick Rommel 
catrled the day, while the British forces ixere compelled 
to yield ground for one ressou or the other This lime 
ihjt tWteat to Tobruk was more serious Uiau it wa« at aay 
time dutlng the last three years of battle in the XVestern 



esert The people ot the BrUlsb Empitc viete shotted 
the reverses the Eighth Army was sufleriug and ,they 
ere anxious for the safety of Egypt, The Axis offensive 
ffls so sudden and fierce that the Eighth Army could 
lot stand it^'and General Auchiiileck, thinking prudence 
he better part of valour, withdrew his forces to a safe 
listance in Eg>pt and prepared to make a stand at the 
boundary. Before withdrawing into Egypt the Eighth 
Arms offered stubborn resistance near Sidi Hezcgh but 
it could not stem the enemy advance. The withdrawal 
from this area made the position of TohruV very pre- 
carious. The port was surrounded and Its eirrison was 
compelled to surrender fo superior enemy forces Tlie loss 
of lobriik i\ IS ui'donbtedj) a lerj great one i obnik had 
stood up T^Uvutly so far against heavy weiuy pressure 
and It was Its defiance of the Kazis that enabled General 
Auchiiileck to gain success in his advance against 
Ronmiel. If Tobruk had not been in British hands, 
General Auchuileck could not have managed y> spread his 
steel, net around Rointners Pdtizrr dtiisioiis and the 
prt^leiD of reinforcing the Eighth Army b> «;ea would 
have been a slow and tedious job The fall of -Tobruk 
was a misfortune to the Allies while U gave the best 
advantage to the Axis The fall of Tobruk increased, the 
danger to Malta and Alex3ndt^^, the only^emamiug sea- 
port of any account^in the Eastern Mediterranean With 
the fall of Tobruk the defence of the Mediterranean became 
Malta’s sole burden and one does not know how far this 
island, greatly invulnerable though it is, can defy the 
‘■'Naris 1 

, Rommel’s advance did dot slop with Tobruk- He 
folli^’ed up bis suefcess into Egypt up to Mersa Malrutt 
where he was stopped by the British tot«s The advance 



ot Ro,.>m-l .»!» CssPl ,h= W. =1 T0b,„L WJ 
»! « rrr^«tP«t surprises of ‘tliis war Tliojtgb the 
Ihc WcLni bas Wax xxtliixt: bii: surprl«=s for both 

l,"oa ron,„.ofs..i«t posh sprpa«=d all 

crams for It ended tbe battle of I.lb>a and started 
biltleof Igspt. Kommel, that douglity Esbtcr is tnoro 
than o match tor the best British seneta! and be IS rightly 
praised by Mr instou Churchill 

VOLUNTARY RETREAT IN RUSSIA 

The Nq*>s bittcred llie Russian hue for six long 

mouths %vUU the hope thst before winter 

JuMde Mosco\> Ihe uiuteroauie, but the ^nrl8 could lOt 

I KTex«aniv lliey were only forty uaiJes Iroin the 

Rmllateapital arheu (he seaenty ol avliiler descended 
nfloii them I hey had not prepared lor a winter tightiiig 

aSd hence were compelled to shi'er in the cold loohlOB 

malousl) at the gates of Moscow where the Rtisslaas were 

- well protected aud clothed Id the war against Russia 
Ptitler-S Umelahle did aot work aecordlag lo schedule and 

Ac German commaadets were forced to find some ese^es 

lor thefr failures to aoaihll.te the Rossian forces' before 
tbeWfntcr This colossa! defeat of the Lams nor only 
;„loded the myth of German fat incibil.ty hat also created 
fear aad disceateat among the people at home 1 he feeling 
that the war would he lost was beiag expressed tn various 

niiarlers aad Hitler had to order tha Ccafopo to keep UP 

M,e laoiole at the homa Iroat. while he fouad a scapegoat 
m the Chief of Stall of tbe German Army He sacked 
' bis best general aud slaked hi5 tremendons popnlnntj to 
tighten np the raoinle of tbe troops who were dlaUearteiied 
at the prospect of a winter war la Russia , Though Hi er 
assumed supreme command of the German forces he coni 
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not'make'any change hi the slUiatiotf, for Ihe Russsans * 
took the best advantaBe of winter ami lamichea o' vigorous 
counter attack against the German positions. The Itossiau 
oheusive started from the -south where Timoshenko drove 
the Nazis out of Hestov ajid pressed them back. Soon 
this offensive spread to the whole Russian front from the 
^Arctic to the Black Sea. Everywhere the Germans were 
being dislodged from their strong position and hurled back * 
by the Soviet forces. It was not a very easy task ns the 
severity of winter told upon the Russians as well But 
the Russians were deternuued not to give a moment's rest 
to the Nazis and were resolved to exploit the winter 
to the full to effect the driving of the Nazis as far ss 
possible. 

Soviet counter offensive met w ilb success throughout 
the whole frout. In the Leningrad front the Russians 
laui^ched a strong attack against the Nazis who had 
surrounded the city and were successful in pusliiug the 
Nazi line cousiderably back: In the Eastern Ukraine the 
/ Russians began to push the Germans back as far as Rh'itkov 
and iathe central sector a drive against Smolensk was in 
progress. It Is to be remembered ’that the Germans had been 
feverishly fortifying their positions and fighting tenaciously 
to bold on to the positions they bad captured earlier. But 
the cold was very severe and the Russian attacks were 
billet and fierce. Under heavy pressure the Nazis had no 
_ other go but to withdraw. Hitler came out with the 
excuse ilni.the cold was too severe for the soldiers fighting 
in the fr<‘iu and hence his troops weTe voluntarily with- 
drawing to safer quarters. It is a mistake to think that 
Hitler will witl^draw his forces an inch backward if he can 
hold on. "More than the cold it jvas the grim and resolute 
attack of the Soviet forces that drove the Nazis back. The 



so;,.t .prces ...iw not ^ 

oi days nr Bonlhs ; tboy tongl-t for nearly s.J 
push the Girman.line sufScleully beeh. 

The Soviet forces advaneed slo«,Iy but they h^ 
hInnterHmer-s -Ib^ no„„ ..d bad rvresM^t^^ 

tnastery o! the air r inevitable because of the 

me Rtissiui , The whole of the front 

condition eaistinB a^ r ,,,0 heaviest 

was a qiiacniire. 'y’'" ^ There was no 

tills was the tilost p jnn„ 

oppotllinilS for .„„ches. Bodlee of dead niiimals 

orouiid ''•bttadon* 1 disclosed with the thaw, and 

and mail) ""P*'""'. r..,,. poured into every 

mei, pnrtei.etion Hordes of flies 

stream and hollow in th e P , („,her. 

„„d-lns.etswe™.n..retog_«^je»_^ .p,.,, 

On the p'"""" *' by tbe snow and they eipetienced 

supply n„y in l~dine and olothlne the soldiers 

tbeereates dlfficnl y „„l,cipated a winter 

Tthe'y hrno.made provisions for the winler- 
compaltil tb y The Nans were slrippms the 

' clolhines clothes to provide the soldiers. 

• rltTSs^dGlrman forces ^ere pit, ah, . They 

c'teLnedby.sl.o.l.eeoIfood and were llvitiB on 

""bene ’ aesperate eflort to exist they 

r'“ d“ :e mv^‘op'."a;-.inofvl,l.ees In the neiehhouf 
f'’"" “ “thln^ndaeaio committed acts of brn.all.y 
Hood of oropeity of iLese iimocem people. In 

wUhll.e ie ^ bitter Eshting coiitlnned wllh 

ts:,:' let fo “es preesloB the Germans bacltward l.flletine 
heavy Ineses on the enemy's reechinised nnits. 



The rot that had set amoag the German army as^a 
lesnUotihe "Rnsslan offensive v?as reflected Ju Hitler's 
speech in the Reichstag, in the last weeh of April, 1942, 
demanding for special powers. This speech was qnUe 
different from others he had delivered on many occasions. 
He no longer boasted of immediate German victories, hut 
simply put the blame for Germany’s misfortunes on the 
Jews. He said, '* The racial question is the key to world 
bistory. The bidden powers which intuited Britain In the 
first world war were the Jews. The force which paralysed 
us was a Jewish oue. The Jews have manoeuvred the 
British Empire into a crisis. The Jews are the bearers of 
Bolshevik infection. The Jews are the war-mongers. 
The Jens have brought America into the war, which Is 
senseless and uonecrtsary from the AtnEiican viewpoint. 
International Jewish war-mongcrjne has been recognised 
for what it is by German and Allied soldiers. ” 

The tone of the speech was on the whole defensive. 
Hitlerwvas once again harping on the same string of Jewish 
intrlghe'ia the world. It Is difficult to imagine that the 
Jews, the smallest racial group in the world, can bring 
about a world contict whenever they wish. One who has 
Carefully studied German history will realise that all 
German monarches were obsessed by Prussian militarism 
.and this Prossianisra led the German people into bloody 
warn with their neighbours at the behest of their monaichs. 
, This is amply proved by the fact that, in ell wars, in 
Europe Germany had been the aggressor. 

^Bcfetriug to conditions In'the battle.front iHIlier 
said, ’When last 1 spoke there was in the east a winter 
. such ns had nqt been known for 140 years. The ‘German 
front was withdrawn to n general line stretching !iom 

Taganrog to Lake Ladoga and this difficult' ope’ration was 



StopSeania ovei the etliM that the Russian Armst Wits' 
completeli auuihllated Hitler nnconscicusly gave credit 
to tUs stubborn resistance of the Soviet Uniori though he 
characterised Bolshevism as a Jewish creed 

In conclusion he said, “ In this 6gUt truth will be 
victorious, but tnhU Is on our side I bind my name and 
my life unconditionally to the fate of the German people. 

I ha\e no request to make to the Almighty except that 
He should watch over us as in the past aud grant that I 
mayliie as long as is necessary in His eyes for the fateful 
struggle of the German people 

The concludiug remark of Hitler reveals that te 
firmly belieies lu his mission and that he is willing to 
saciifice his life in the cause of that missiou There can 
be no better example of sincerity of purpose and of the 
dedication of the self for the cause of the nation. Here 
lies Hitler’s secret to power, but by lauucbiug his offensive 
against Russm Hitler met with his equal. Like Hitler, 
Stahu also belie\es in hts mission, and has dedicated bis 
life to establisih Bolsshevism in this world Whatever may 
be the outcome of this war tbe coming generation will see 
Bolshevism firmly established in most countries and 
Fascism destroyed. Fascism may triumph in battlesi but 
I when peace comes to be established Fascism must disap* 
pear, for Fascism can live only In war or in perpetuating 
It Aud since Fascism implies the domination of the 
weaker nations by the atrooger, its ultimate downfall will 
be brought about by the same people whom it puts dqwn 
under its goose step"^ 

Though tbe ilussnu offensive did not achieve very 
great results it liad regained large tracts of land overrun by 
•.hft.lS.vj.-i.virlV'id. vuzatl 'gswA •hmfaotVtun \u Germany s 
war machinery. Abov e all it had saved Russia’s key cities, 



Woscow, tr^olufrard, and Rostov, jfrom the Joialn’eat dei- 
tfuctlon that tb^eateaed them, This was of the foremost ^ 
itsportauce to the Russians os they could maintain intact 
their lines of communication from the Arctic to the Black 
Sen. 

In this war Russians have proved to be the toughest 
fighters in the world. They have dispelled the illusion 
that was prevalent In the democratic countries that the 
Rnssians will cot prove to be a tough job lor the Nsrts. 
When Hiller started bis offensive egalast tbe Russians fie 
also was under the same impression and thought that he 
could finish the Russian campaign within a few wfiefcs. 
The Russia’ns have proved a- hard nut to crack and now 
after a year'of war against the Soviet Union, the German 
leaders are uot confident of a qnick victory agaicst the 
fiorsheViks. ' 

SECOND BLITZ IN RUSSIA 

In the middle of Spring Hitler ordered the second 
Blltr offdnsrve against Bussia. The winter had gone and 
the weather was becomlog more favonrable /or a large ^ 
scale Hitler knew that wlthont settling accounts 

with RuSslsy the war would not cud. So he set out to 

I complete the task he commenced a year ago. , This time 
he did not plan an all out offensive along the whole 
front, but decided upon conquering the whole of tbe 
Ukraine and getting hold of the Caucasus oilfields. 

^HeBce the main German drive was directed towards tbe 
southern sector. The German strategy Is easy to under- 
stand. Mild operations were maintained in the Brionsk, 
Moscow and Kalinin sectors in order to prevent the 
Russians from Throwing all their weight against tbe main 
German advance fa tbe Rostov sector. The Noris’ drive' 
to the Volga was inledded to cut the Red Army In two and - 



b uiicovcr the whole flank of Caucasus which would thed. 
be isolated and vulueiable. One of the biggest battles of 
this war taged la front of feabastopol. The first fierce- 
battle in the second offensive was fought for the city of 
Sabaslopol. The Germans admitted that they had to fight 
bitterly for every yard of ground and yet the enemy 
seemed to be ferociously resisting, often launching a 
bayonate cha^e. This time German preparations were 
^ many times larger than those of the previous year. Against 
Sabastopol alone they could spare 1000 dircrafts and 10 of 
the best divisions of ihe German Army. The defenders of 
the city wiped out battalions after battalions, Jjut the 
Germans returned to tb'e attack with renewed vigour and 
. with 0 , strooger tank division and better bombers. Nothlug 
bat the namerclal superionty of the Germans compelled 
’ the valiianl Soviet soldiers to give up Sabastopol. The 
loss of Sabastopol was a severe bicfw to the Russians for 
they had lost the most important port^un the Black Sea. 
It was the chief naval bsse'^od the Soviet Black Sea 
Tleet was stationed there. The capture of Sabastopol 
helped the Nasls Immensly for they were on their way 
to drive the Russian navy out of the Black Sea. The only 
remaining naval base In the Black Sea is Novorosslsk and 
11 this port also falls to the Germans than the Soviet Black 
Sea Fleet will either have to riiake an oxit'through the 
Datdalleues to \he Me'ditetianean or face destruction at the 
hands oi the Kalis. During the Htsl oSiensivt the Geimans 
ttied theit utmost to capture Satostopol, but the Russians 
flung bade all Kail hltacta and kept _the port in their 
hands. This time the Kails were snccesstul. 

• The second battle started from the Kutsk-Kharkov 
area aurfisaa aVrecteif agatnjst cutting the Moscow-Ros'tov 
: railway and then reaching Jhe Don. In this sector the 



Ginuan adranc« rapid Wjthia a» coupls weel-S 
tliey »v«re able to adtajice HO miles crossing the Don iivet 
find cutting tbe ruitvaj. This nas tbe most daugerous 
drive for It aimed at reaching Stalingrad, Jlussia's ‘ steel 
city Stabograd is of tlie greatest iinporiance to tbe 
Russians because jt as the foremost jndustrial cilj where 
tanks and other bea\ y tvar luaclilnes are maovfactvred and 
it occupies a strategical position on tbe Volga which is the 
chief 6i] route from the Caspian Sea to north Russia 

The third drive was tunards Rostov Thi/time tbe 
Nazis did not.niarch along (he coast of the Sea of Azov, 
but descended on the city from the north west Tbe drive 
towards Rostov was not the least important. It was oiraed 
at the Caucasus ojJdelds. Rostoi is the gateway to the 
Caucasus and if iz falls the C^minus wil) atraigbt way'' 
march to the CaucasiDs oilfields and they can also drive 
southward towards tbe port of Nororossisl No doubt tt 
iS a grandoise plan and tbe*Gerina&s are determined to 
execute it to success In spite of the aou stop bombing of 
German lodusttial cities by the R A P Hitler could 
cias^ thousands o( tanks and aircrafts on the Russiau front 
There was uo sign that tbe Gertuau vvar machine had 
suffered senousl) from Btit-viu s 'oir blitz * over Germany 
and. occupied France * 
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be Germans from proceeding to Saratov, a strflter,ical 
unction on the Volga oil route The oil supplied from 
Baku by way of the Caspian reaches Saratov and thence to 
Moscow and other centres Therefore the capture of 
Saratov by the Germans would completely cut off Russia s 
traffic along the Volga and thus would deprive the Russians 
of the Caucasian oil Even it the Russians hold the 
Caucasn*! the fall of Saratov would prevent oil reaching 
Moscow and other centres through the Volga The 
defence of Votonej thyefore Is vital to the Russians. 

The battle that raged in the Don bend was the 
mightiest and the fiercest ever known to the history of 
the human race Both sides were hurling masses of men 
and materials to the frout and uumindful of the ever 
» mounting losses the battles continued For Russia as 
well as for Germany it was a struggle for life and death 
Russia was fighting for her very existence while Hitler 

was fighting for the domination of Europe But a defeat 
to Hitler in the Russian front will mean the end of the 
Third Reich the nneeremomons break down of bis great 
mission 


Thoogli the Germans proetessed in nil sectors at 
the cominenceraeat ot the olteiislve they ttere stopped ,o 
front of key points niid ivete compelled to tight street by 
street and house by hotlsi to cspltfte these points By the 
end ot July the Knsstaiis evacuated "kostov and Nolo 
Cheikask Rostov and Bataisk 10 miles santh ot Rost v 
ivere taken hy storm by the Gvnnnns In the hsltle tor 
these live cities the Germans used more than 1000 tanks 

Before It was stormed Rostov was surroniided. The Rns 
siails s ood op to the tank attackwlth field guns and a^u 
tanVriflesbot in the end they had to withdraw It “s » 
slllj to Btve the tig „es ot the dead ,n snch battles lor thj 


losses 'were tremeudous and colossal on both sides, Oo 
'both sides bills of dead trere txsed os barricades. The 
evacoation of Rostoi' threatened the Black ,Sea port of 
JTororssI^t and opened up the road to Caucasian oil field. 
The fall of Ros‘ov was a terrible blow to the So%iet for It 
started the battle for oil which Is most vital In tnechanlfcd 
warfare The Russians were not in the least disheartened 
by this loss, though they fully realised its elcuificance. 
They prepared with a gnm deterroinaliou to stem the Natl 
advance towards the oil districts of the Caucasus 

After the capture of Rostov the Cemians developed 
two offensives, one iti the south fonards Novoro«*(at and 
the other in the northeast townnls Sttlin^rad. ^ fn the 
meanwhile auotlier German army was proctedirtc along the 
foothiUs of the Csceasus towards the hfilop and Crftcnf 
oii fields yaw (he hi«fe f« Rnss?* has reeched the most 
critical stage. It the Germans succeed In their Jefest 
offeaslre>infl capture fttalJograd and the Caucnsns oil field# 
(hen (he battle In Russia wjll certain!) l>e weskened and 
liowerer hard the Russitui nny try they will find it rrell* * 
nlph Impossible to di*Jod|;c the Nails frorj their newly 
acfjnired ^pcsUlona. Tlie KiksIbos knew thsl they were 
passing tbroueh the most critics! perloil In the hUtOry of 
ih^r country, but hoped thst the) would lie able to s*f« 
the Nail advance further ess*, t'tstlnerad. ■Itnaied on the 
Volga wear the end of the Don Votes esna! where the two 
feTcit riTe*a cone close tog^thst, tf Jt woul 1 f«ll to the 
Germans would ciwhle thetn to ctrt the trsPi^ lh«i plies ca 
the trosd boson of (he talffhty Vplgs aud esrtiee oil 
fcurpll's (o the DOrlhtrj* dlstncts. FtsUoersd jm a rpeci*! 
tppcsl to Italia. He defended the city against the 'XVhha 
Russlstultj IflJT. The c»ty was then called Tatrisjc. 
tut was trcis'd In hU hocctrt. The fall of b:a!lDsJ»d 
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■wilUii itself cflunot completely cul off ihe Caucasus oil- 

' fields from tlie test of Russia, tbougU U will greatly 
hamper oil trafTic. There is. a railway running from 
Astrakan. the seaport on the CjJspaln Sea at the mouth of 
the \''olga to the InterioT. BxA the fall of StnUngrail wUl 
1 give the Germans a foolhoM ou the cast hank of the * 
Volga whence they can start their offensive towards 
Astrahan. Hence the fall of Stalingrad ^%ill mean a 
. iTemeitdous loss to the Russians and hence they can he 
expected to defend the city to the last man. 


. When the Russians found that ^the threat to Stalin- 

grad was becowlDg more and more serious, they launched 
, oflcuslvcs lu the north, iu the Moscow, Rlev and I^eningra^ 
* Electors to relieve the pressure in the south. The Russians 
“ ^ did secure local success hut they could not exploit these 
T successes to laund? a large scale offensive and unless 
the Rossians develop a large scale offexisive they cannot 
divert the Germans from the south. _ ^ 

i . STALINGRAD MAKES HISTORY 


I ■ 

i 


« 
n 


By the middle of August Stalingrad was besieged by _ 
the Geimau forces. Hitler’s inlentiou in this latest diivo 
against Slalingrad'was to strike a double blow at Oie Soviet 
Union. In the first place to deprive the Russians of their 
oil and to destroy their lauk manwfactUTiug industries and 
secdndly to take for blmseU the Russian oil and Russian 
warweflpon industries. Hitler's drive against Stalingrad 
was very vigotous. He Was attempling to take the city 
by a frontal task attack. But tie ■ outer d^feutes of'tlie 
steel ciiy" proved lo'he vert^Strodg even for the power- 
ful h«azi tacks. The Germans completely failed to capture 
the city hy their Irontal attack and hence ‘resorted to flank 
attacks. These atlecks were ass.sied by the Liifhcoffa 
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wtlfcb mded the city ^iniug bombs eretywhere The 
Russian 4\o»kers coutiotted to worL at thetr tables nn* 
dismayed by the bursting of bojdbs ^ery close to them 
They were resolved not to yIeM to Nazi bombing When 
the workers were freed from tbeir labours in the tactones 
due to the destruction of the pJ-iats they joJaed tbe regular 
nnuy to fight ur tbe front* The popiilation of the city 
showed exemplary courage during nir raids and went about 
their work as if uotbitig serious bad happened Every 
bomb explosion In tbe streets of Stalingrad added ilew 
strength to the morale of the people and the destruction 
of every plant doubled their resolve to destroy "Hitler aud • 
Hitlerite Genuauj. Before the Germans reached tbe 
suburbs of the cUy they had lost treniendoiisly in men nod 
materials, especially lu tanks and the nearer they approacb 
ed the city the stronger and fiercer the oppositioii they 
encouatered 

It is very lirpoitaut to remember that the Russians 
were not fighting a defensive battle but were on tbe 
offensive They attacked tbe Nazis Tsy counterblows 
lufiictiog very heavy losses and dtsputnig every Inch of 
•ground This had a great effect for its slowed down the 
Nazi advance. Regardless of their colossal losses the 
Germans brought to tbe front fresh masses of tanks and 
wen and continued their thrush After fifteen days of 
bitter fightine the Germans were no neater to the city. 
They were still hammering at the outer defences and could 
not mo\e forward Russians also were suffering heavy 
fosses but were determined not to ayow the Nazis to enter 
Stalingrad. The epic battle^or Stallngard can bo called 
<ho ‘ Verdnn " of the Second World War. It can be said 
without anj fear of cootradlctlon that the battle raging 
zouud the city of Stuhugrad cau have no parallel iQ fbe 
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history of the worlil auaihat the Russians are second td 
Slone lit the world (or bravery and patriotism. The ‘graiiUe- 
l\ke-finn* stand taken by the Russians in front of. 
Stalingrad ^filjed the whole world with admiration and 
■baffled the Nazi TOiUtarist«i. How long the Russians will 
bold Stalingard cauuQt be predicted, but pne thiug is as 
-clear as crystal, and _ that is; the Germans will not take 
' SlaUngrad without suffering the greatest loss in men and 
•materials and if ever they capture the city they will find it 
.Completely destroyed by the Russians. The losses in* 
ilicled bj the Soviet forces on the Nazis will be so great 
that it will, for a short time, cripple the Nazis* striking 
power. Alter such heavy losses even if the Germans 
enter the city, they will not be strong enough to lauugli 
•any Urge scale offensive against the oilfields la the 
Caucasus and in the Moscow and Leningrad sectors fa the 
north. Before the aesl offensive starts Russian wluler 
will set io aod the second Russian offensive will be 
lauocbed. And who can say that .Hitler will be able to 
stand another war wiulcr in Russia ? Perhaps, the coming 
winter will be the begiuniag of Nazi reverses; perhaps 
the Nazis will never get the RnssiaiT' oil. Anything may 
happen in the coming forty days They are most critical 
ior the forces of democracies and if the Russians bold ou 
3 hltle more they can hope for a bright future after a year 
^ ' -of the^ datkeat nar. 

I\ is but uaiaral lor the Russians to feel that 
■England and AmeVica ate forcing them to’bear the severest 
■preasuie of the Nazi offensive. They have been fighiiug 
for the last one year single-handed against the combtued 
might of the whole Enrope aod hence they will naturally 

desire that the British and American toops should fight the 
Oermana on another fiost to relieve the pressnrO ou them 
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viliicli raided tlie city gluing, bombs everywhere. The 
Russian \%ort:ers continued to work at their tables uo" 
dismayed by the buratiDB of 1>oiiibs very. close to them* 
They were resolved not to yield to Nazi homhiiig. When 
the workers were /retd from their labours Iti the factories 
due to the destruction of the plants they joined .the regular 
army to 6sht at the front- The population of the city ^ 
showed exemplary courage during air raids and went about 
their work as if nothing serious had happened. Every 
bomb explosion in the streets of Stalingnt! added ilew 
strength to the morale of the people and the destruction , 
of every plant doubled their resolve to destroy 'Hitler and • 
Hitlerite Germany. Before the* Germans reached the, 
suburbs of the city they had lost Tremendously in men and 
materials, especially lu tanks, and the nearer they approach' ' 
ed the city the stronger and fiercer the opposition they 
encouBtered. 

It IS very important to remember that the Russians 
were not fighting a defensive battle but xvere on the 
offensive. They attacked the Nazis “by counter-blows 
iufiictiog very heavy losses and disputing every inch of 
ground. This had a great effect for its slowed down the 
Nazi advance. Regardless of their colossal losses the 
Germans brought to the front fresh masses of tanks and 
men and continued their tbrusU After fifteen days of 
hitter fighting the Germans were no nearer to the city. 
They were stlll.hamnienog at the outer defences and conid 
not move forward. Bussiaos also ivere suffering heavy 
losses but were determined not to a^ow the Nazis to enter 
Stalingrad. The epic battle lot Stallngard can be called 
the " Verdun " of the Seconu World War. It can he said, 
withoutany fear of costradictfoii that the battle rftginS 
round the city of Stalingrad can have no parallel in the 



history oHlje worUl autUbafc the Riiwlans are second to 
Slone in the world lor bravery and patriotism. The 'swuUc- 
^ike-nnu* stand laUcu by the Russians in front of. 
Stalingrad ''filjed the whole world with adtairalioa and 
'bafUcd Ibo Naai roiIUar5st<s. How long the Russians will 

bold Stalingard cannot be predicted, but pne tbiug is aa 
•clear as crystal, and that is, the Germans will not take 
' Stalingrad withotit suHering the greatest loss iu men and 
■anatcrials and if ever they capture the city they will find it 
.cumpleiely destroyed by the Russians. The losses iu- 
Jlicled bj the Soviet forces on the Nazis will be so great 
that it will, for a short time, cripple the Nazis* striking 
' power. After such heavy losses even if the Germans 
enter the city, they will not be strong enough to lauoglr 
^ «ny large scale offensive against the oil&elds Itt the 
* Caucasus and in the Moscow and l,eniDgrad sectors in the 
metth. Before the next offensive starts Russian winter 
■will set in and the second Russian offensive will be 
launched. And who can say that 'Hitler will be able to 
stand anothetwar winter In Russia t Perhaps, the conuug 
■winter will be the beginning of Nazi reverses; perhaps 
the Nazis will never gel the llussiad" oil. Anything may 
happen in the coming forty days. They are most critical 
Jor the forces of democracies and if the RuS'sians hold ou 
a little more they can hope for a bright future after a year 
K ’ of the darkest war. 

II is but nalnral for the Russians to feel that 
T.uglsnd and /ims-rlca are forcing them to 'bear the severest 
•ptessme of the Nazi offensive. They have been figlitlug 
ios the last one year single-handed against the combiued 
might of the whole Europe and hence they will naturally 
, desire that the British and Araexican loops should f ght the. 
Germans on another front to'rdieve the pressure ou tfaeia 
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■Jtetsca TMt. CUurchUU an out and om anti-Coramuoht, 
'Tlslted the Kremlin and shook haiids with Ins adversary hi 
•qdeology, but friend in ndvcr«>Uy. d can assert that Mr. 
tVrtiTcbi^Vs ^'isU to Moscow and Ills cordial talks with the 
Bolshevik leader have made the least change in Churchill's 
. nuti-communlst septhneats, fori view the mefiting between ' 
Chnrchlll and Stalhi as one brought about by the exigency 
of the war to tackle a problem of the moment. The asser- . 
tion in the British Tress that the mtsting has knit closet 
the tics between Russia and Euglaud ls opened to qucstioti. 
.To me*it appears that at the end of ibiS war, if it ends in a 
victory to the democracies England will remain o Capitnl- 
ctftu-Imperialist state, while Russia will retain her Bokhe* 

• wism. The years followiug the end ol ihe’war may see n 
•defeated Germany and a starving China suddenly taking to 
Bolshevism, but such a ermnge will not come either to 
England' or to Atnet'ica. On the other baud if Hitler wins 
JFascistn comes to stay. 

' Then came the Dieppe raid on the heels ^ of Mr. 
•Churcbiirs visit to Moscow which «;ccmed to suggest .tint 
"Mr. CburcbiU had been to Moscow lor the very purpose of • 
' talking over with Stalin the actual plan of openinB.^a 
second front ill Europe. The Dieppe raid was planned 
with meticulous care nud carried out with a large amount 
ofsuccesfl. The r^d was intended to ba a imniaUue^ fii- 
, ‘wtisiou of the coutineat, for hundreds of tanks 'and heavy 
'gaus were lauded and a large army of Specially trained 
troops, mainly composed of Canadians, embarked inshore 
and advanced against the eperay’s defences. Thougli tbi^ 
'Germans were taken by surpriso they did put np fierce reslpt- 
’ once. The invaders succeeded In their objeefive of destroy- 
ing enemy s lustaUatious and wrecking his forufications,but 
tthis was effected with considerable losses to them^elvcsL 


38 


On Mr. Chnichill-s orvn ,„tal lorcr. 

by the Bmpire troops w«s nestly 51)/. oft 

Apsrt from tie dostmctton of British- 

bsd one very yslnehle “> “he dmicnltieo- 

realise the strength of the enemy and also the am 

that an invasion o! the contlnenttvonld l>n“S 

should help them to perfect the *”7“*'°" f “! .,em„re to 

It Is deficient. But the fact that Britain did not yenior 

repeat such raids reveals that the J?"”, j^IaV in ' 

good ‘to encourage a second expenment. Britain ^ 
•opening a second front most have been caused by.the de ^ 

tenent effects of the Dieppe raid. 


The battle in Russia progressed in Black 

Germans. The sou^ern end of dn« ^ 

Sea coast towards Novotoss sk met ^ jHer n 

the luvaders. They besieged the p ^ co-operation 

couple of days of bitter Ss’’*'”®; ^ ces could not save the 
. of the Soviet Fleet with the Soviet Fleet to the 

port. The fall of 'his TOt smallest ports in 

nest port, Tnaspe, which is Fleet will 

the Blaclr Sea. « Toaspe elan >»"■ 

■ be compelled to get out ol the Black Sea. 


, ^ . naces reports from the Staliugrad 

■ '‘“?‘’'”r-Sn .d"aio« into the city Itself. Bit 
front speaks of Gero T,,c 

the Russians are golog o» 

street tis^li^has captured 

andyettheOeimo have evacuated their 'women and 

the city. The calling upon the entiteiman- 

chlldtcn from . ^ ^[(y They have converted every house 

power to deten fighting streets and 

•rrsSgrhfndsmn'nyUmes. The tn.est. devnlepmenk 



shows that the Rtissians are lanuchiH^ strong counter- 
attacks north-west and sonlb-wesl of Stalingrad to relieve 
the strain on the city, but how far these attacks can help to 
throw the Nazis out of Stalingrad is to be seen** 

'The fall of Stalingrad will not end the war, but if 
Stalingrad is occupied by the Germans they hold control 
of the largest wheat area of Russia in the Don bend and as 
1 have previously pointed out it would he a hazardous task 
for the Russians to recapture the city. As the winter ap- 
proaches both sides are preparing to suffer the hardships 
that Nature will impose upon them. It seems that Hitler 
him'self is very dubious about a rapid victory in the Russian 
%ront. In his speech on 29th September, 1942 at the 
iSporfSpolos?,, opening the ‘‘winter help” campaign he said 
“ In ihe winter of 1941.42, the Germau onny aud people 
were protected by Destiny. Worse cannot come this winter. 
There ate only a few months in which one can reasonably 
'■wage war in Russia.” He did not assure the people of the 
.fiual victory coming this jear or the next. The only 
assurance he gave them was that the Russians would be 
driven out of Stalingrad and then they would not be able to 
oust the Nazis from the city. 

The tremendous thrust ,of the Geridans towards 
Volg^ from the city may succeed aud if they keep Stalin- 
g'rad for six months than they will exploit the wheat fields 
and coal mines in the Ukraine to the utmost thus strexigth- 
euiug.their economic posifiou greatly. If this' comes to 
.pass the Russians will bo hard put to continue the war 
without substantial material help from the United Nations^ 
•“ especially Britain and America. Stalingrad is fighting 
heroically and Us fate will decide a major issue of the war. 

The way jn which Stiiltugrad is -fighting indicates 
that Russian strategy U not to simply hold the city. Russians 



in the city of Stalingrad, are wBsJug a war for the atJni*' 
liihljoii of the Germans. It is a war of annihilation of the 
Nazisr.nnd as Such it aims nt the liberation of the tvorld 
from bmtiri Fascism. It is 'not Britain and America,’ who 
talk much about the war of liberation, that fight for liber- 
ation, but it is Russia, that is fighting for the liberation of the 
world silently but magnanimously. If the Western Pdwers, 
■who dp require a little “prodding” as Mr. Wilkie rightly 
''observed, fail to open a second front in lime to assist Russia, 
they will certamly commit an act which will amount to a 
fifab iu the back of the Russians. lu other words it will be 
mntamouut to sabotaging the war of liberation. 



9 


HITLER’S WAR 

(PART VI) 

AFRICA REGAINED 

to the the-\ttc the Atricm battlefi€l(I 

flnnc; most of the surprise*; of the Second World Wnr 
Since th6 connnencement of the-wir a dinjj-dont: battle had 
Ijcch raRing in the African D'“sert nml defeats and stfccesse« 
atere suffered aUeritatly b) the contesting forces Rommel* 
tint tough 'fiahter tnanaaed to recover with surprisinff 
rapiditv from ever? defeat and before the vjctonotis 
Allied troops could contemplate the net;! move lannfched n 
new olfeimve'and that with a mightier force than that ho 
employed on previous occasions Thus blowa and conntef 
blow^i came in quick succession retreats loUowing advances 
and advances after reaching a climax collnpsiug with 
accelerated velocity thereby creating a major crisis every 
•three or four months 

Cirenaica was the scene of most of these battles 
and the coastal aties and harbours lii that region were 
occupied and evacuated, constructed and demolished, 
lieseiged ami defended witb mathematical precision for 
nearly half a dozen tim"S till at length the Axis forces 
were halted by the "British Eighth Array at FI Alara^in in 
Tsipt Rommel s advances into Egypt sytichroiitsed with 
the Nazi advances mo Russia in the suraraer of lh42 and 
it was feared that a major cnsls of the gravest character 
would develoq if Ra«jy»A.Vs» 5?ai,\ws ’I'Ei aeat?aing 

Suez and thus wrested from the British the control of the 
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IWediterranean It xs as Avell known that Hitler hud cour-' 
manded Rommel to reach the Suez Canal before his forces 
could ttach the Soulheru Caucascs He w-is plaunluff Ihe- 
biggest of pjncer movements never before phnued and; 
executed by auy of the famous getierils known to Historj 
If Rommel can reach Suez and then Iraq and Iran and 
thence march to the Caspian Sea Hitler will join him and 
the Cancnse® and if such a graudoise plan succeeds Hitler 
^u swallo 7 the whole of the Middle Hast without creating 
the necessit> of faciug the Turkish bayonets In fact 
Turkey will be enveloped and forced to surrender to the 
Nazis 


The Allies were not without their chances In this 
^ar The fact that Ceueral AucbiulecL stemmed the 
Axisjidvance lu the Qattara Depression did nof demon 
strate in my opinion the superiority of the Dightb Army 
over 4/ntfl i?or/JS but showed that the tide of battle nas 
turning in favour of the Allies It was a piece of luck 
4bat came the way of the Allies Ihe holding of the 
kAfrtca Korps before El Alameln did not ineanSmuch it 
5 ust gave a momentary easiness The threat to the Suez- 
Caml remained but the grai ity of the situation was fully 
realised by the lenders of the United Nations They had 
tremendous confidence in the men they had chosen to 
command their fighting units but the only problem which 
often defied them was the proper equipment of the Sojcts 
fighting xn far off battlefields The incalculable dlfficnl 
ties of transport* and equipment stared the Allied Com 
mauders in the face As soon as the transport problem 
■was satisfactorily dealt with they Coufl carry the day In 
the actual fighting The leaders of the United Nations 
^ were aware of the U boat menace that threatened to sink 
every ship that canted aims «ud, other war materials to- 



» 43 


Africa, but ibey tvere detetmined to keep ibe EightU Army* 
well equipped even at the sacrifice of dozens of ships au4 ^ 
"hundreds of seameu. The war *at s4a has been, and strill 
is I a thorn in the aide of British and American Kavy, yet 
the British and American seamen defied Axis submarines 
and carried arms and ammunitions, and food and clothing^ 
to the Eighth ‘Army. It was the resoluteness of the 
leaders of the United Nations in equipping their forces -in 
the African Desert that brought about a change in the 
fortunes of war in the Desert. ^ 

After having stemmed the advance of the A>:is- 
foices in the Qattata Depression. Genocal AuchiulecU was- 
making the best of a bad bargain by holding ns maiiy 
heights as he could aud pinning down Kommel'iu front of ^ 
Alainein. Besides he was not allowing Bommel the lespuc- 
that the Utter so urgently needed to re'group, re>orgauise- , 
and consolidate the positions he bad gamed. Rommel had 
been forced by General Aucblnleck's tactics to rush hl^ 
ia&ed lorried infantry op and down the desert fiont to ther 
threatened sectors, while his panzers were forced to sit in 
stony hot desert ridge of the country to watch British 
tanks. 

' For the nest four mouths there ensued a full in the 
Egyptian campaign occasionally broken by dog-fights in 
the air, patrol activities on land, and bombiog of Axlfe- 
convoy In the Mediterranean. Both sides were prepariqg. 
for a major offensive. A race had started, a race for 
supplies, a race lor supremacy in equipment and striking 
power. lu this race the Allies were successful. In the- 
first place the R. A, E. bad established supremacy in the 
air and this, enabled the United Nations to straf the traus* 
port lorries of the Asia, camtlmj, ‘hair. 

jn Egypt. Successful coordination of the three services. 


44 


enabled tlie thiitcd Nations to stnL'c at the Axis forces af 
ven. oti land and jn the nlr simultnueonsly. Though tu® 

accoutitlifgofKoiuinersforceswaspurelyaBrifKhjob, Anit* 
Tica had contnbuted a great deal to the supply ofequtpment. 

No major oBcnstve started Ijcfore the last weeV of 
'October. lu the last week of October the Eighth. Army 
felt sufBaently strong to strike at tlie Panzers and before 
Rommel could (realise what was^ happening General 
IMontfiOiucrv launched his ofTensive. Tlie Germans admit- 
ted their surprise at the weight and ferocious inteiisitv of 
•the ottfick. Here it must be remerabered that a- change ju 
tlic personnl^of the meu iu command >ti Egypt was made 
and Gen. Auchinleok was replaced by Gen. Kfotjtgomery 
as the C-iti'C. qf the British Eighth Army. This uew 
•offensive undoubtedly speaks volumes for the efficiency 
-and organizing capacity of the Allies in speeding up large 
and perhaps overwhelming quantities of supplies to Egypt. 
All the same it should not be (bought (hat Rommel was ' 
enugbt nappiug. He had reinforced bis army considerably 
and fortified his positions. But it is a fact that h^ could 
aot llirow lUto the battle more steel and fire than hiS 
.enemies, aud this was one of the chief leasooe for bis 
failure to bold the Eighth Army, apart from launclilug bis 
own offensive. 

, In spite of the great superiority ’lu the weight of 
metal the Allies could throw into the bsttle, it look twelve 
days for the Eighth Arm^ to make dents in the Axis Hoe. 
For twelve days the battle raged, fiercely each Side attempt' 
ing to inflict the largest possible damage on the other, ft 
was not a battle for the immediate gaining' of l«ritory, but 
a battle of dssttuettou. The losses were enormous on both 
sides, but when the battle ended the Germans found them- 
iselvessbowing a clean pair of heels. ' 
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The losses suslained by the Gertn'xns m the ttvelve 
da>s oi baUle’SNete s\JcU as v:as impossible ot immediaier 
replacemeut The Flghlb Army’s chief stntegj was to 
encvTcle Ihe IJails m thtir stionely fortified positions actl 
then to destroy ihem. Ocet 20,000 prisoners were taken 
and the valuable materials caplnied consisted of 350 tanks 
400 guns and many thousands, o! vehicles. A special 
feature of this offensue was that the opposing Itolians- 
showed no inclination to fight and they were the first to 
surrender. 'Rommel, leaving a few bniialions to light a 
rearguard action, retreated to the Libyan frontier hopiug- 
perhaps to pul up a better fight there I he R A T. 
relentlessly pursued the retreating Germans and niued 
bombs on Jioops 'transports and wrecked all means of 
coromunicatlons I he Allied aimieu were attempting to- 
^ cut off the Gentntis froiji retreat, but this they could not' 
completely accomplish , all the same they could throw the 
Ouemana into conluswu and thus di*iorganvre them The 
Eighth Army also wifi in hot pursuit of Uommels men 
and to Its great surprise found that the Germans iTid not 
show at^ attempt to giic battle The FigUth Anny found 
^^ileclf occupying town after town, and city after city- 
wjthout having to fight any major battle tiU it reached 
Benghazi 

At this tune when Rommel suffered Ins first major 
defeat a large "Cale offensive was launched in Freiiclt 
Korih Afcica bv Aniencau forces Tjje nmt. choseu for- 
ihis n“w offensive was most opportune as it coiucidpd 
wiUi the commencement of the Russian winter offensive 
111 Lutepe Sud the successful offeusivo of the Etehtli 
Army itiEsypl This new frout was greatly welcomed m 
all the connuies of the \3nited Nattoiib and u was nmver 
sally hoped Uidt the American offensive m North Africa 
} 
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•wouJd be the hegiiiuing of the opening of the Second 
Proiit ^ 

OiJ 8tb NoTember 1942 the White Hobse anoouuced 
that the Amencnn forces h'ld landed on the French 
"Nortli African coast m order to forestall an invasion 
of that country by Germany niid Italy It avas well known 
tbit pressure was being brought to bear on Vichy France 
"by Hitler to accelerate the German war effort in Africa. 
"This meant that French Africa should help by all iqethods 
■Rotntnel and tis men fighting British Eighth Army The 
lielp that Hitler demanded of Vichy France implied that 
Trench North Africa should supply men and materials for 
^he Axis Atjuj In Africa Befosal to comply with Hitlers 
■.demand would certainly bring the Nazis Into French i- 
■North Africa and Nan and Fascist agents were plotting to 
nndcrmfae Vichy authority Nafi occupntion of F N 
Africa would have become a fnct sooner or Inter and If 
the United Nations were to wait for such ao^eveutuality to 
commence their offensive they would have failed miserablj 
Strategy demnoded that the Unlied Nations should be first 
Virt the battle field If they desired to xviii the war agafost 
the Axis forces Hence they acted 

'Ihenewsof ihe Initdiug of the American forces 
was announced just at the time when the Americans 
actually landed Ihc American forces were commanded 
by Geu ^ Eisenhower tod tfae> were eciuipped wfth ade 
quate weapons of modern warfare In a message to the 
people of France and the 1 reuch In Africa President 
Roosevelt stud 1 kuov/ well how precious to the I reiicli 
jwople is the heritage of your hearths yotir culture and 
the principle of deoiocncy In France I salute >oij and 
Atclare again and agalii m> faith to Ubertj, equality nod 
^jaterulty 
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"There arc no two nations more nnited by the 

^onds ol history and tnntnal iriewdi-Wp than the people of 

■France and of the XJuiled States of America. The 

Americans with the help oUheWtled Naliotts. are doing 

^11 they can to establish a healthy future as well as the ' 
lestoratlon of the Ideals ot freedom and densoctacy for all 
those who lived under the Tricolour. ' ‘ 

“ Wc ate coming among you to repulse the cruel 
invaders who wished to strip you, for ever, of the right 
to govern yourselves, to reprieve you the right to worship 
God as you wish, and to snatch from'you the right to live 
your lives In piece aud security. We are coming among 
' you solely to crush and destoxy your enemies. 

" Believe us, we do uot wish to do you any barm. 
TVe assure you that once the threat of Germany and Italy 
has been removed from you, we will immediately leave 
yout territory. I appeal to your realism, to your own 
interests and your French national ideals. Do not, I beg 
of you, hinder this great purpose. Render your assistance 
-my friends, where you enu, and we will see the return of, 
the glorious day when freedom and peace will again reigu 
-.in the world. Long live eternal France.” 

Pit<.fdent Roosevelt’s appeal to the* French people 
points out clearly that the Americans expected some 
opposition from the Vichy forces in Africa. Even if 
they succeed in cAisbtug such opposition there will 
develop troubles regarding the administration of French 
ITorth Africa. • There will at least be two sections' 
<if people, oue owing alleglauce to General Do Gaulle and 
the other to Marshal Fctain. This was anticipated, but tho 
, TDn'ited Hationa iBist wanted to effect the occupation of the 
French territory In Africa. 
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Mr CIiurclnll^XKUto thcNeirristnnd tbeclhngc- 
3ie effected III tbe person'll of llie men comunnding ibe- 
forces iu I ^ pt focussed the attention of tbe \\ orld to the 
cotnfnj? offensive lO tbit theatre JJnt none dreamt of (be 
new offensive tint x\ns ]nui cfaed by the Awencans in 
French North Africn. Ihc preparitious for (his new 
offeustve were xer) cleverly concealed The secret of tbe 
objectives was well preserved A great naval fleet xvss 
assembled, large armies gathered and put aboard transports,, 
and iiimimerable xessels coutaiuiiig the coiuplicated para** 
pharnalm of modern warfare Including all kinds of h'^ro- 
planes, were brought together in one immense coax ny 
Tbe first the world beard of It was n broadcast mes^’ige 
from Presideut Roosexelt that the United States troops 
were landing fn North Africa. It was expected that the- 
new offensue would l>e launched from Dikai: But (be 
forces that lauded iii North Africa were too large to cotifiue' 
their operatious from one sfugle port The great convoy 
divided part vuakiug for the Mediterranean port of Algiers 
and pirt for tbe Morocco coast north and south of 
'I'Casablauca 

In this new offensive there was remarkable co ordi 
nation between the three services the army the navy and 
the air force Pbat tbe British Governan,iit was aware of 
the plans of this new offensixe was clariticd bj tbe dec! r 
laliou fioin Loudon tint Brin i -vs sending «u E-^pedi 
Itouary 1 orce to issisl the Amencaiis Tins new offens xc 
took the Nazis by surprise The offevsue meant that the 
Germans bad to face a double front lu Africa Thoiii,h- 
they could count upon the assistai C" of Vichites tl ey 
iiow lint Tieiicb Afiiti would i ot milicity libtco to 
StarsbaJ Pctaiii TJere wvuH he Iitisious among the 
Xiei civ lu Afnex but le iilhtnry » reiigtb of tac 
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Amfetlcans Vrould win over them. Be‘>ldes, the German 
people vrere alarmed at the prospect of having to Bght on 
60 many fronts at a timo when their men were losing battle 
in Egypt and Russia. Hence it was uedessary for Hitler 
to speak to his men words of courage and hope lest they 
should get disheartened at the turn events were taking, 
Just after the lauiichiuB of the American offensive In 
Africa, Hitler spoke to hts people. It was on the auuiver* 
sary oftbe'*Beer Celler” putsch. He said, “We could 
have had victory in 1918, but the Getmin people did not 
deserve it. There will be no repetition of 1918. Destiny 
will give victory to him who most deserves it. 


“Why ate we fighting so far from home today? 
To keep war from our home country and spare It the suffer* 
logs which it would otherwise undergo. Our enemies both 
internal and external, are the same today as before. The 
Kaiser capitulated, but I will never capitulate Indubitably 
we are today the best organised people in the world. I am 
^ quite confident ahont the experience o! every German who * 
has fought in the East and has come back 'to Germany. 
There is not one who will not say that if ever there was a 
real socialist country, it is Germany. 


' Today we are very much stronger than ten years 
ago. The people on our ’side are more nnuierous than 
those against us. The British say that they have never 

r 7 ': "^ 7 ' ’“w 

r , u V/l' Ihelr wars to a 

Enlsh. li Poland Ind accepted our oiler .wc should have 
paid less attemlon to our army ; Ihcn one day the storm 
veuW have brokeulrom the east and fighttug would ha™ 

come right to the outskirts o! Berlin. At that time I J. 
sorry that my oSer was turned doiv,. Today I am gS’' 


ansvrer. Our spirits have not bsen WW nud they xvUi gel 
nn answer which wiil take Ihelr hreath ?way. Today 

every German knows' that *we'ate engaged lu a life and. 
death struggle. 'Evfery German must behete in me. He 
must become a tanatic. Think only that this war will 
decide whether Germany shall live or die and if you 
realise this your every deed, and your every thotrght wlU 
be a prayer lot ourGermany.*’ 


The speech was signiHcant in certaiu respects. In 
the first place Hitler could not oHer any plausible excuse 
for the failure to take Stal'ugrad; secondly he admitted 
the ferocity of the British aif attacks on Germany and 
the characteristic determloailoo of the British to flight 
their battles to ft fuiisb; thirdly be asked bis people to 
t accept the drawbacks in Africa as loevilabie and promised* 
* them that be would retort when oppoivvvmty would favour 
hip. He bad uo concrete plan of any offensive to be 
launched to offer but told the Gennan people to trust the 
gtaudoisie orgauisatlou of his party and to put faith in his 
leadership to save Germany (tom desuuctiou. The speech 
was devoid of boasts aod threats. It wgs one of the 
mildest and perhaps Abe most defensive speech of the 
German Chancellor. In short the speech revealed that 
Hitler and bis people did not relish the new offensive. 


The immediate reaction of Hitler to the Ametlcan 
offensive was the occupation of Vichy France. He realised 
that the time had come to cease playinB the part of the 
saviour of the French Nation and to come out openly as 
the virtual conqueror of the French. Ju ordering the 
German troops to march Into unoccupied France Hitler 
1 said, * Britalu, and vlatet, the United States* have made 
various attempts to carry the war into Europe. Aiter these 
attempts have failed everywhere they have ptoceedfld tg 


All'Xck territories ot the Freoeh Empire, thereby threatauidg 
lUe coists of Soutbera Prance. That is why I given 
orders to the German army to advance from the occupied 
zone and tnire up positions la the unoccupied zone tcr\ 
safeguard this zone against an Auglo-Americau attach 

Hitler’s message to his troops contained a threat to 
Vichy. The message odded, "The German Government 
wishes to collaborate with the French Army, bnl will 
brook MO resistance. This step hns been made necessary 
by our desire to preserve the future of the FreiicU Empire, 
and above all, ;t$ former possessions " 

. < 

This threat sealed the fate of Prance (Vichy Fraocel. 
When the Nans occupied (lie whole of France RIflr-.hal 
-'Petaiu and his coHegues became virtual prisoners and 
wets used to do Eider’s bidding This latest move of 
HrtJer hastened the end of,rreoch resistance in Africa. , 

Marshal Petaiu protested against the Amertcan, 
offensive in Africa as well as against Hiller’s order to bls 
troops to occupy Vichy France, but he was ignored by 
both. In Vichy France there was no opposition, but In 
North Africa the American forces eucounterad a little 
leslstauce The land forces vudei the command of Vichltes 
put up a fight against the Ameitcau Force that had alreody 
landed while tlie French Fleet under the command of ’ 
Admiral Earlau bad a bit at Jhc Ataericaa Fleet that was 
carrying the Expeditionary Force to Africa. This resfst- 
tance was short lived because of two reasons. First 
Gen Giraud, who bad a very good hold on the fighting 
services-gave the slip to the Gestapo and the French Police 
in Vichj France and escaped to 'Africa. This General 
realised the utter futility of contmtting resistance In Africa 
against great odds aud so h» sole concern on reacblns 


Africa was to tarminate tha bloody Ggbt that was being 
condjjcledby tbe Vichy Comoiaudets. His efforts tn IhU 
dircctloia bore fruit. Adihiral DarUn was simply playiug 
for lime. After making a show of resistance he joined 
hands with the Americans and ordered the Frenoh Navy 
to cease hostilities' against the American and ‘British 
troops. ThttS before the end of the first week of the cam* 
paign in North Africa the American and British forces 
were masters of the situation and had all the ports and 
Cities under their control. Besides they prc'ented further 'f 
fighting between the factions of the French people by 
coming to an tiuderstanding with Admiral Darlau and 
Geu. Giraud to carry on the civil admruislration in French 
Nbrth Africa. These new French leaders agreed to colla- 
borate nith the Allies to conduct the war against the 
Germans whom they proclaimed as the permanent enemy 
of France. The De Gualhst forces bad already joined^ 
hands with the Allies a\id they were doing their best to 
assisf'the Anieiicons to land. Thus after a week of bloody 
fiighting here and there the French forces >u Africa united 
with the American and British forces to conduct the war 
against the Nazis* 

Hitler could not allow the whole of Africa to sHp 
•from his hands. He could not allow the new offensive to 
detelop in favour of the Allies, for tfiat would mean that 
be would lose all naval and ait bases on the African coast 
which la turn would give Uis enemies full control of the 
"Mediietraneau and thus would facilitate their ctforts to 
Invade Europe from the south. It was imperative that he 
^ should have at least a few bases in Africa so that he could 
renew his offeusl>o. Again Rommel was fighting a losing 
battle fn Efbya and in case he found it difficult to continue 
, operadons in the desert he should have a port through 


Vhicli he could withdraw Ws troops to Germany, Apar^ 
from laucchiugr a ft'esb of/etisire at a fdture date, }» order 
to save the, forces already locked up in Africa Hitler 
should be in possession ot some parts of the country on 
the African coast of the Mediterranean. Thib decided 
Kitler.to send troops into Tunisia. In spite of the Roydb 
Navy's opposition the German transport wessels were •able ' 
to carry safely a sufEcieatly large body of njen and tanks 
across the sea to Tunisia. With a sfrong force in Tnni-iia 
the Germans were able to take possession of Bona, Bizerta, 
rind Tnnls. They iuBltrated further south and occupied 
the whole of northern Tunisia. This move slowed down-* 
the American advatfce from Algeria The occupation of 
Ttiaisifl by the Nazis served as a bistion ,lxlweeM#the 
forces fighting lu Algeria aud X,U>>d and il b.arred the way 
of the American troops to Join the British Eighth Army, 
One bf the chief objectives of the new oifessive tvas to 
.carry the war into Libya tbroiigh (be back door and thus 
to destroy.,Roramel and hfs men before they could'escape* 
»to Germany. This attempt, though made with great 
courage, ^meticulous planing and bull-dog tenacity, was i 
foiled by the Nazis. 

Thus the American offensive came to a halt in 
Tjunrsia and even after tuontbs of tenacious fighting there 
was no appreciable improvement in the Hue held by ihe 
Allies. The Nazis were makiog vlgofous attacks on the 
Allied line and at times succeeded tu making a wedge here 
and there but apart from that they could not gain any 
appreciable victory. Thus a stalemate eusued. 

. Ay the time the Ameticatt.end the British forces in 

North Africa had won over the French forces, the. iBriUsh 
Eighth Army had driven RointueJ’s lueti out of Egypt 
Into Libya. The Eighth' Army was In hot pursuit of the 


retieattug Tba had recaptured Tobruk and 

vrerc headirg !or Bijaghayu In hU nou-’^top flight from 
Egypt to BeDghnzt Rommel •mllered very heavily lu tanks 
and aeroplanes. The prisoners taken by the Eighth Army 
ftmouv\ted to thousands ol*lhe best German soldiers apart 
Iroto tlie tmroerons Italians ssbo had already surrendered. 
Tlje Germans were credited wUh speed •when they were 
— conducting their Blitz battles tn all the theatres of war. 
But the speed with which the Eighth Army routed Rommel 
and his men out of Egypt end Evbya surpassed all the 
speediest battles waged by the Nazis ever before in this 
Second World 'War. Before the completion, of the first 
month of the lateat offensue the ramueuts of the Italian 
forces bad escaped into Ttinfsia and Rommel was busy 
saving as many of Uis men as possible. Here and then 
duriug his noQ’Stop retreat he had left behind pockets o! 
men to fight 0 rearguard ectlou to gam time to resctie bU 
men into Tunisia. Rommel and his men did not have on, 
easy way iu tUelt retreat. They were ceaselessly harassed 
by the R. A. F. wUh the result that they left behind 
volumes of materials, such as guris, tiansports sud other 
armoured vehicles Hitler did send powerful squadron of 
^i\t Lttflxoajfe to assist Rommel, but the R, A. F. was mojs 
ihau a match for the German Eagles and drove them out 
' of the "'sky. It was au unp^talieled and Unprecedented 
defeat the Germans bad suffered nnd they could do nothing 
bxit swallow It Dr. Goebells failed miserably in bis efforts 
to conceal the graxlty and seriousness of the defeat Rommel 
had sbffcred in Africa from the German people. >Iu fact 
the Nazi leaders feared an fmerease in s ibotage activities 
In the Home Front to follow the uucetemonioxis retreat of 
vuii vs "a piecaufron iney gave “aimmler, the 
a Gestapo Chief, unlimited pohcTs to tighten the Home 
Front, ' ' ' 
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ereatest gain tor the Allies as a result oI the new tjltouslve 
was that they could get . the ^complete collaboration of 
France on their side. Though only the Fiedch In Africa 
were acthely fighting on tbtdr side against Hitler, Metro* 
politau France was roused to the stark realities of the 
situation and she showed her whole hearted sympathy 
towards the Allies, The occupation of France by Hitler 
.embittered the feelings of the French people throughout 
the world, and in FrauM proper the bitterness occasloiSed 
by Nazi brutality threw the people on the hriuk of revolt. 
Activities of sabotage increased and the Freuebmen 
muedered German soldiers with impunity. The French 
men and women were just walling for the Allied soldiers 
to land on the French soil to rise in rcvoll against their 
.German masters. This change of heart on the part of 
France In favour of the Allies was the greatest asset to the 
1 tlnlted Katlons, for when the time comes for the invasion 
of France by the Allied armies Hitler will find that he will 
have to cope with not only the invaders hut also the 
civilians of the country who will sabotage the German 
war-effort. 

Hitler need uot be taken lightly. He must have 
foreseen all these posstbilUies and hence must have decid- 
ed to reinforce his army in Tunisia with the resolute 
purpose of holding out in thM part of the country against 
the Allies. If Hitler succeeds in keeping a foot-hold in 
Africa Itt is almost certain that he will leave no stone 
unturned in his attempt to thwart the invasion plan 
of the United Nations. And Hitler knows, ‘as much 
as the leaders of Ute United Nations know, that wiUj. 
out the invasion of the continent the Allies will not 
.be able to win a vmtnr^ avex hJm., Hr, ’a WiAvi-eui 
that iven if be would encounter o major defeat in 
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Russia he would not be reduced la streugth so niach fls 
not to be able to urerent the Russians froiu pouncliitig 
on the Balkans and tSennany. Hence If be can prevent 
the invasion of the continent ' and prolong the war 
to the brink of exhaution on both sides, tberh be will 
certainly get bslter terms at the Peace Conference. A 
complete defeat "of the»Oerman Army will reduce Germany 
to the worst position that can be imagined. War giiUt vvill 
be Imposed on her and a treaty worse than that of 
Vers'iJJJes will be thrust down her throat Oa /lo account 
J can Hitler afford a complete defeat Heuce'bls resolute- 
'Besa it 2 holding out in Tunisia Is understandable. 

At the time of writiag the situation, in North Africa 
• continues to be a stalemate. Rommel and bis men 
su£5clently reinforced by Hitler are tbteatenlag the Allied 
' line in Tunisia. The Eighth Army has entered Tunisia 
from the south and Is fust outside the Meritb I«iue. 
Neither side has develop^ an offensive spirit. 

TUNISIA FALLS 

The second week of May. 1943 saw the combined 
forces of the United States, Great Britain and Fighting 
France occupying Tunis and Blteita the last strongholds 
of the Axis forces in Africa. For three yeirs , bitter 
fighting has been going on in Africa and it required 'a 
Wavell, an Auchlnleck, a Montgomery, a Cuuningbamt 
and at last an Alexander to drive that mighty German 
fighter, General Roimuel, out of Tunisia. During the 
last three years the fortunes of war had smiled alteru* 

' ately at the Axis and the Allied forces, but the battle 
/ ended in an Allied victory. Rommel was a hard nut 
‘to crack anil was more than « match for ^ill the iKst 
Bniisfa and American general^ put together. Ifis defeat 



m Africa (Tttulsia) ^as tnaiuly dtic to tUc otetwlielniltfg 
supeuonty lu nttmteis o! theeawny foices for Iho Geimaus 
Uad more thaa once demonstrated chiniig the coarse of the 
s7ar that they are the best soldiere lu the world For 
three years they had driven waves after waves of British 
Imperial Troops out of Ubjfe and once threatened to 
conqner Egypt and Suez. Though the British Troops bore 
\he brunt of the battle In Libya the> had to depend ypon 
the acti\e support of the forces of the United States and 
Fighting France to ^naliy oust Rommel and his men from 
Africa But for the assistance of the United States forces 
It would not have been possible for the British troops to 
win the battle in Africa. , * 

^ Ihe daugerous delay caused lo the operations ^in 

Africa was not lo the least due to the infecioiity lU cquip« 
ment or numbers of the British and Imperial forces but 
mainly due to the tactics of Rommel He could give as 
well as take a defeat and the ligblniug rapidity with which 
he recovered after every defeat threw the British troops off 
their guard and compelled them to take to their heels to 
the/Eg> plain frontier The only weak spot In Rommel s 
armour was the Iialiausv He had either to drag them 
^ behind htm or lo goad them on from behind nnd the bulk 
^of the A-sis forces lu Africa under Rommel was Italian, 
But tor this weakness Rommel would have ruled supreme 
in the African battlefront The Italians Were not in the 
fight in all sinceniy They were plunged Into the war by 
Mussolini and hence they fought half heartedly and 

showed re'idiness to surrender whenever they confronted 

the enemy This explains why the Bntiah were able to bag 
more Italian than German prisoners^ 
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Wtuah to tUaa9slslauce ol Rttssih and lighten her hiirderi 

by opening a Second Front. ' 

Considering the strategic value of the North African 
bases and the Importance attached to these bases in con* 

• nection with the possible and probable Invasion of 
Sonthein Europe it is In the Stness of things that the 
United Nations should celebrate Tunisian victory as one ^ ^ 
of the ontstaeding achlereioeuta of the Allied forces in this 
war. In comparison with the success that ‘attended the 
Axis arms in Europe ns well os in the Fat East the victory 
JO Africa as a wltole does not give much credit to the uyir* 
ting qualities of flie United Natious; still howevett the 
ttinmph in Aftica beginning from the liquidation of 
hlussoUuVs Ah) sslniau Empire and cvilml'Dating m the* 
occupation ui Tunisia signiDes a remarkable recuver> on 
the part of the United Nations. In the victory in Africa 
the United Nations have shonii tbft they have the will 
and the means to carry on a long war and in spite of 
the severe and almost suicidal teveisea suffered at the 
beginning lhe> can fight the battle to a finish. They 
have also shown that by sheer weight of material and by 
husbanding the vast resources at their disposal to their 
war machine they can wage a war of attrition against 
Hitlerite Europe and in this war the victory wiU be theirs , 
Without the least shadow ot doubt. The African victory Is 
the first major success that came the way of the Allied 
' Forces. Though Biltlsb and Imperial troops contribtUed 
• "^ery greatly to- the triumph Iq Africa. tbe__ assistance 
afforded by the American and Free French forces cannot 
be minimised. The landing of American troops in ,North 
Africa was the first sign of the approaching success. 
Ametican success broogui In Its trail thd active co.opera- 
tion of all sections of the French people is Africa and this 
in taro deprived Hltlet and Geobells 'their Fifth Column 



In that country American success fti Nortli AWc4 was 
mote of a diplomatic defeat for Ifitler than a uiHitary one. 
With North Africa out of hU controf Hitler could not use 
\icby France as a pawn in ilie game of fomenlme trouble 
in the African Continent 

I will be fafliug in ms dnty if I do not ]oiu others 
]u paying tributes to the valiant Indian soldiery who 
earned the day In the bnule of Tunisia In all the theatres 
at war in the*'Alncau Continent the Indians fought with 
tiaditionnl bravery and their exploits in the battle field 
crowned their motherland with martial gipry and thrilled 
lliclr couulryineu with a sense of pnde In Egypt# in 
Libya and In Tunisia the Indian diiisious were in (he front 
hue and wbeuever a cii) fell to the Allies the Indian 
BaUnlions bad the honour of entenng the cit£ first as 
iictors When innis the Inst Aa>^is stronghold surrender* 
the Fourib Indian Division earned the torch of victory 
into the city Now it is umiersaJly admitted that the 
Indian troops were entrosted with the hard task of launch* 
lug the final assault on the formidable foxtifications of 
Tunis and it wos to the deadly fire from their guns the last 
remnants of Von Artnlu s fbrees yielded It can rightly be 
said that the Indian soldiers have brought the Allied 
• victory and the possibility of an icvabiou of Hltlente 
Garmany neater by clearing the African coast nl the last 
semblance of Ails mfiiiary power The ralour of the 
Indian soldiers Is iustly and rightly acclaimed by the 
United Nations and there IS a move to take thei>e men to, 
London and parade them before the British people as the 
wlctors of Tunisia This and much more they deserve»but 
I question the sln^enty of Ibis more 

The organising of a spectacular parade of Indian 
soldiers through ibs streets of London will go down to 
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lainisU air and naval bases \0 bomb Sicily and Italy. Tbe 
occupation oi these Islands .was ejected with vety little 
loss to the Allies, while Italy lost thousands oi men aq - 
prisoners of war. It Is now believed that the Second 
Front has already been oi>ened and the Allies have already 
started their march towards Rome and Berlin. From 
Pantellaria and 'Lampedusa to Sicily aud Italy seems to be 
the Ii^vnsion plan of the Allies, but the road to Rome and 
Berlin canpob be gained so easily. Hitler is already 
massing large forces for-the defence of Italy .nnd there is 
no ground to believe that he will yield without a tough 
fight. In spite of the recent Allied victory in Tunisia and 
the MediterraueSu there Is no sign of the war coming to an 
end early and there are no prospects of au early invasion of 
Europe by the Allies. 

It is true that the ousting of the A^m forces from 
Africa and the occupation of the MedUeiranean ^islands 
consdtnte the 6tst step towards /the invasion of Europe, 
but everything depends upon how qulcVly and effectively 
, the Allies are going to use the present favourable oppor* 
tunify to their advantage. There Is no gainsaying the fact 
that the Allies have resources in men and materials to carry 
out their invasion of Europe Ihroogh Italy, Greece, Nor- 
way and Belgium, but these operations will be certnijily 
delayed as the Allies have no correct estimate of the Axis 
strength. Hitler, the ma^er of the whole of Europe, can 
still hold the Allies at bay for o year or two to come unless 
be is confronted with a revolt at home to syncbronlre an 
Allied invasion. If } on nile-out the possibility^ of revolt 
then the war is going to be a long aud hard one. 

RUSSIAN RECOVERY 
. The recovery of Russia iu the winter of 1942 is nm* 
of the miracles of this war. At the beginning of wimer 





Russia sto6d pracilcally alont facing ihe gigantic onslauglit 
of tile Natls. St’ilIngMd was figbllng street by streeb wbll* 
Grorny oil-fields were almost within the tentacles of the 
Geraan Octopus. * Ukraine was completely lost and Cauca* 
ses \r33 eogflffed in n death stniggle. In the north a«d the' 
central sectors the Germans were within striking distance 
of Moscow and Leningrad, but ihc defenders of these two 
cities held ths Huns at bay. On the whole the situation vt3s 
very critical and If Stalingrad bad fnlioti Ru«si(i would have 
lost more thau half the battle TlTe fall of Stalingrad would 
have hastened the fall of Moscow nud Leningrad aod-tben 
fl peace dictated by Germao nrllltarisin would have been 
Imposed tipon Russia, bnt that ts not to 6e. When winter 
bad earnestly set In the Russians launched their big offensive. 
They first surrounded and then completely ouoibilated the 
German divisions trapped iu the Stalingrad sector. The 
Oermaus were commanded by Ilttler to take Stalingrad at 
any cost. The Getciaus (ought valiahtly'to the last nan 
but Stalingrad, jostead of becoming a symbol of a great 
itltimph for Hitler, became the graveyard of thousands of 
Germans. The defeat at Stahogmd was the first tnajor 
defeat Hitler suffered in this war. And with the loss ol 
Stalingrad the Gomans began to retreat In the southern and 
ceutial sectors. The Russions pressed borne their victor? 
and threw back the Germans to the shores of the Black Sea. 
The Ifnals left the .Cnucasesoud wllhflrew to Novorosisk. 
Half of Ukraine was lost to_ the Germans with the capture 
of Kark^iv by the advancing Russians Though the Germans 
■recaptured Kaikov they could not advance further. With 
the close of winter a stalemate ensued at the Russian front. 
The Russians are still bolding the positions they had gained ^ 
during their winder offensive end besides they are striking 
the Geman positions from the air. Ih6 Russians have 
^gained much id thetr aw offensive ; they'' have kept tlKf 



^huflwaffc busy and have sthick mighty blows at the l^aii 
Vme and have destroyed great dumps of ammuttUioQ. The 
already battered Hues ol communication and trausporl will 
add greatly to the difiicuUy of .teinforciog the German 
' armies at the Russian Iroat. But there are signs that the* 
Germans are plauuiug for a big offensive against Moscow. 
One remarkable feature at present is the failure'Of the Naais 
to schtdule.their attacks. There will be Spring or Suin- 
_mer offensive, no time tabhug of victories, hut only battles 
for defence. Hitler who has massed 190 German and 28 
satellite divisions at the Russian front ought to have laun- 
ched his grand offensive long ago. Yet for some unaccount- 
able reasons he is not giving the world. Not merely that 
but a new Hue was reueutly adopted by Nazi propagandists 
, that Getiuauy had decided to remam on the defensive and 
to throw the burden of the imtiative on the eaeiaey. This 
may be a trap to throw the Russians off their guard, for 
the massing of 70 divisions in the central sector alone can- 
not be for mere defensive purposes. 

I ' ^ ^ 

The Tunisian victory seems to have upset Hitler’s 
plans. The fear of an Allied invasion from the south and 
west is certainly staying Hitlct’s hand. He must be cal- 
culating the inevitable losses be will hhve to suffer In case 
a successful invasion of Europe by the BntUh-and American 
foTces coincides with a large scale Russian offensive. The 
preservation ol Germany is of foremost importanCa to Hitler 
and there need not be any shadow of doubt that Hitler will 
sunender betoie waging the mightiest and fiercest battle In 
the history of mankind. His chief concern at present must 
be the plannicg of a defeouve line in the west end south / 
and an offensive in the cash He is conscious that he is 
lacing Vflc ctmiWea strength ol Britain, ^America and 
RuHsia and any falsa slop lu his plans wlircp^ him 



Cjerraany* He h calcuJnlJnff which of the conqucreti 
coutUrles he can easily saciffice fa the defence of Germany. 

It seems certain th&t Italy is left to the defence of 
thb Fascist armies, whtle Norway ii. allowed to shift for 
herself It fs impossible for Hitler To defend the whole 
of Istfrope against an eTteraal fnrasioa and internal rtPoJt 
He IS really in n dilemma, and hence It is little surprise 
if his grand offensive has not yet started He cannot afford 
towalt indehaiiely, soon he will have to tike the plunge 
and then will start the fiercest of conflagrations tu history 
for this time Hitler nlll be figbtfng ]iis last battle whether 
for good or bad 

SIDE LIGHTS 


At the tune of writing a calm prevails on all fronts 
Both sides are making huge preparations for the coming 
storm The Allies coutioue bombing of Sicily and Sard!-* 
nn with a Mew to mike these islands stepplng'stoues for 
the iniasiofl of Italy They af^ massing Invasion troops 
in the African ports and are coastmtly fafonalug the 
peoples of France and other occupied countries of Buropd 
to be ready to welcome the Invading troops Hitler on 
his part has massed his Paoier divisions along the South 
Coast of Frapes aod is ready to meet en Allied inv^lou 
of the Contlvieut For the last one month the Allies have 
been carrying on 0 war of nerves against the Axis ond 
this has greatly damped the morale of the German and 
Italian civilians The fear of a successful invasion of 
their home llinds by the Allies has to some ezteut shaken 
the lesoluliou of the Axis troops and eve'n the Axis 
generals appear to be perplexed The Allied propaganda 
has kept HUIet guessing as to when ind where the Allied 
offensive will start and ndfbiug but the uncertainly Of the 
sitoaliou has prevented hup from launching his grand 
0£feuM\e against Russia 
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In the Rnsslatt-tronl (here are signs ol occasional 
thiMts at some points, tut th«c are only feelers and no 
major^lfenslve can he eapecled in the near future. The 
Gemans spm l^a^ detehnined to carry on a defenalye' 
battle leaving the initiative to the Russians, and there is no 
reason why the-Russians should take the initiative before 
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tntJian question lias found reseuttpctit among the Americaii 
people. WUh a large tjoraber of American and British 
troops In India it is oaturaJ that the United Nations wilj 
desire the whole-hearted support of the Indian people in 
the conduct of their coming offensive against the Japs. 

Tlie previous attempts of the British Government to tackle - 
the Indian problem resulted inlhe IflUMcIijng of a violent 
sabotage campaign by the people of India tu the name of 
the Cpngress Party. The Govennaent put down the ' 
cainpaifiu by horribje repression but It is doubtful wbeilier 
they have gained anything more than driving the mos'emeat 
underground. Anyway the Government seem to be satis- 
fied. They think that they can carry on without the moral 
support of the people of India. They seem to be deter’ 
mined to enforce a imlitHry Itai 1/ any further attempt at i 
installing a puppet National Govetomeni fails. - This es- >- 
plains the appointment of Field-Marshal Wavell as the 
next Viceroy 'of India. * 

The appoiutmeat of Field Marsh^ Lord Wavell as 
the Viceroy of India was w^comed by the American and 
Bridsh Press but in India there waS resentment. The 
Americans have good reasons to feel Inppy to find the * 
foieoiost British General turned a civilisti os'ernlglit. 
During the First World War the American Generals found 
the pin pricks of tbelt British and French colleagues 
intolerable and it seems that they are having their revenge. 

The American troops must not have agreed to fight under 
the command of British Generals aud a soldier of Wavell's 
fitanding cannot be expected to be second In command. 

By removing Field Marshal Wavell from the military rank 
Mr. Cbutchill has mad^ room for General Stilwell, the 
American. A student of war will realise that' Field 
Marshal Wavell was to be giveu Uic East Asia Commaad, ^ 
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Tb^s -was ftxaclly the apbolotment to which he was sped . 
wUh a flourish ol trumpets when the Japs erupted like a 
volcano over Malay'S, The command dissolved itself when - 
the all-cooquetiug Japs reached the frontiers of India, But 
noV when tbs new ol/ensive afeaiost the Japs begins 
"Wavell will have become the Viceroy of'indta and Stilwell 
wlllSstep into bls'^sbocs as the chief cf the East Asia 

Commaud. 

' In this war the Americans have ousted the British ' 

' from the field of command in all theatres of war and the 
V Bntish realising their weakness have meekly submitted, t 
In the African front the American General Eisenhower 
, held the command \ lu the South Pacific another American 
General Macaithut Is supreme; the Second Front Com- 
mand will certainly be given to the American Cblef-of- 
Staff, General Marshall and !o the Far Bast General 
StUwell will step vn place of Field Marshal Wavell. Thus 
In lutore the war strategy will be directed by Americans, 
of ccnrs^iueousultatlon with the British. Hence there is ^ 
little surprise if the Ameticaa Press expresses Us entire ' 
satisfaction at the appointment of Wavell as the Viceroy 
of India. 

^ The Britishers are also happy. ^Ir. Churchill has 
fouuda aliong mau to take the reins of Government lu 
India. In view of the embarrassing Situation "caused by 
the C. B. movement last year, Mr. Churchill is deter- 
mined to prevent the repetition of the same and as a 
precautionary measure he has installed a. military strategist 
at the head of the Goveinmeul In view of the coming 
offensive ngaiDstthe Japs from India this appointment will 
certainly help the speeding up 'of India's wat-efloitl A. 
soldier-viceroy will b« a great success lu the matter of 
• devising plans fordbe defence of the country, but bbw far 
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will be succeed In enUsiing the sympathy of the Gandhl- 
group which is opposed to all wars in a matter of specula* 
tiou. Is it possible that Lord WawlI will succeed where 
other better statesmen have failed? To m'e it appears that 
Mr. Churchill is not very serious about solving the 
political deadlock in India. He wants Wavell to rule 
India and make her thedargestbase for operations against 
the Japs- When Wavell comes to India in October to take 
charge of <be Telus of Goverumeut, the oUeaslve against 
the ]ap8 will have started and the In-comlng Viceroy viill 
^ devote.alI his atteriion to the pooling of the resources off 
this country to as:>ist the operations agaidst the enemy and 
the politicnl problem will be shelved for the time being' 
under the exigency of war. Lord Wavell certainly cannot 
work wonders even if he wUlv Mr. Churchill who does 
not care for the moral support of India directs the policy 
of admloistratfofl fiod Lord Wavell vtUl fmplfcfffy carry' 
out the orders of bis master. Thera is no shadow of 
doubt that the Indians will have to wait till the end of 
war or perhaps a pretty long time afterwards, to have tbetr 
voice beard. The only other alternative is to join bauds 
with Lord Wavell in promoting India’s war effort. No' 
sogEBsHon for the withdrawal of foreign troops or for' 
granting of responsibe self-government will be’ listened to 
, and any further attempt to organise a sabotage co’mpaigu 
will be but down with an iron hand and all atrocities the 
foreign troops may be called upon to commit under the 
pretekt of restoring Jaw and order will be justified under 
the clausej' all is fair In love and war.” » 

The responsibility for solving the political dead- 
lock In India rests with the United Nations, particularly 
Britain. 'India Is an acid test’ of American and BrltHh 
t war*al“S. If Britain, with the conulvance of Americai 
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keeps India lu bondage eveu after the war', the West ^will 
forfeit (he, sj’mpathy o! the East and'fhe time tvlU not be 
long before alFthe ‘Xslallc 'peoples *iiuUe to over throw 
their western oppressors. In the.lnterest of the peace -of' 
the world it is the fundamental duty of the United Nations • 
to create confidence among the Asiatic -peoples icgatdlngi 
their Inleulions in establishing a.New World Order, which’ 
Avin_ guarantee freedom for all, after life war. And for 
this purpose a beglunltig made in India will beget universal 
acclamation. 



Mai ^apati. Wantsl 
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'AJlbough Jipan has shot tip Into woild proinlu- 
encc loT iirigh SO >eats ot>w and aUhough sb« 
has hod latimate trade relatiooa with thfs country for 
the last quarter of a century, we canuot conceal the 
sal fact that noue of usjws either asked or nnswered 
this question. So when Japan entered the present 
w'lrasatt adversary of the AtiglO'Amcrlcah alliance 
lo the Pacific, this question reverberated in all con« 
sular offices of the world. 

In ten short, well documented chapters, the history 
of Japanese espansloa during the last fifty jears Is 
lucidly narrated, aud the deslgus of Japan on India are 
unmasked The author administers a grave warning 
to the British Government that their present Intransig- 
ence and unwillingness to resolve the deadlock ore 
likely to be dangerous 

The Indian Express", Madras 
(df. Apnl 
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“The book wUb tbe present ^Var la relation to 

Ipdiaii developmiats . The book It usefal as a resume 
of tbe events of an Importaat period ” 

^ “THE INDIAN EXPRESS” 

VADftAS 
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HITLERS WAR 

(PART vin 

ITALIAN COLLAPSE 

Wul the Alhed MCtorj m lumsta armed conflict itt 
the Alricitt theatre came to ft close With Africa cleared 
of the Axis forces, the Allies prepared to more on what 
, the Ka«s described as ““fortress Europe," Across the 
narrows American, British ao^Canadian troops landed ou 
the Sicilwn beaches at dawn»ou Jul> 10, 1943 in one of the 
largest amphibious operations In military history Bombing: 
of Sicilian towns 'and the invasion of i^mpedsue and 
raotellcna tfto Tinlian islands south of Sicily preceded 
the invasion of Sicily But the lauding ou the Sicilian 
beaches heralded the opening oo the Second Front. 

Tbs first 48 hours of the landings were decisne. 
Once the Allies had prored they could assault SIcll? from* 
the sea the rest of the 38 day Sicilmu campaign was 
gruelling enough but its result was never in doubt and -its 
gains were far more than lerritonol As the first Allied 
Hod penetration of^ Fascist home lerntory, it resulted in 
the collapse of FT*ci«iu, and a'l but Lnoched •Ttnly out of 
the war 

‘ Much of the fighting in Sicily was done by the 
Germans. TheltaliaU'Iorces showed readiness to surrender 
- to the Allies, Allied success m Sicily Liudled the sptrd 
tifrevoUm th4 beatis of the Italian people Theie were 
signs tlirougfiout flnlj that the civilians as well as the 
Iialiau armed forces would fall upon the Germans the 
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Jpoujeiit Uie Allies landed on the iminJatid The Kuig: of 
Rtily felt that the time liad armed for the overthrow 
of Mwssolitu pjidhe acted Iio!dl>. The Germans, nnUcJ- 
pating a snddeu luv-^sion of Italy by the Alhes, v,ere 
pounug into Italy throuBh the Bfeuner Pa-.s Hitler bad 
decided to place Italy under full German occiipattou ,and 
“vcas accordingly sending many divisions through the 
Bieuner Pass Eiit King Eminamial was a bit quieter. 
On Julv 25 be commanded Benito Mu^solim to resign his 
Trennership aud appointed General Badoglio to be Premier 
ol a new Italian Goieromeut which pas prepared to join 
the Allies in the w-ir ngatii«t Germany as soon as the 
Allies lauded iu Italy Thus came about MussoHol’s 
igiioole fall aud the end of Italiou Tascisni 

Marshal D^doe ^{0 declared grandlloqneu^Iy on the 
assmnpttou of office that the war would go oo and that the 
sacred cotaniitDiatits to the Ams ally would be obserf'ed 
fstl)ifnlj> rererish coufcAuces were held at Rome* 
between Gemnn GeaemN atnl the new Italian Goreriiiocut 
to reuse the 4ris strategy aud the faCode of unity 
beJhgererencj was pre/i'rved for the time being Berlin 
jiiid Tokyo prompt)} rallied from their first couateroation 
''over the fall nl Mussolini and anpieutlj observed that the 
change of Goverunieiit nas merely .the domestic eoacern 
of Italy It made no cbaijge id the solidarity of the Axis, 
fjor uould It aJJect the fulure of the war. The war would 
go on. 

Hitler knew tlic true meaning of Jfitecolbu’s fall I* 
uieant the cracking of the Axis and the beginning of bis 
own fall The f-ill of Mussolini let loose the anil Psscist 
* forces In ftrly and tbJ* would help Die AJHcs to over- 
throw the nejv Juiljaii Goveriioieu . Mnrsbal BndogH" 
was net as stauiicb a bascist *5 the £>occ aud hence could 



not !>€ lelieA upon* Hitler knew that he should fight 
■alore and be wide preparations to defend Getma iv, Ths 
Gerniajjj, occupied the territorl« north of the river Po and 
v.eie adv-inmig towards^ Pome. The writ of Marshal 
BadajJfo did not run ijorth of Po. In the <outh he had a 
difficult time to fiuell the revolt of antl-Fascist forces. He 
was bcadnig for a fall nud it came on September 3, the day 
on which Allied forces landed on the Italian mainland. 

It I:, obvious that King Emmanual clearlj foresaw the 
incMtoble collapse and cleverly stageraanaged the show In 
order to sate Italy from falhug Into the bands of the 
Nans. His purpose was to throw dust into the ejes of 
the Germans and to allow the forces of Geuenl Eisfiu- 
bower to have a firm foothold on the rorttess of 
Europe 

The sudden aud unexpected capitulation of the 
BadogHo Government came as a slock to Hitler. His 
forces, especially in ilhe southern aud ceutxal Italy were 
\ placed in a difficult pobiuon because of the snnnltaneous 
lauding of the Allied forces at various points Not only 
was the retreat of lus forces cut off in many cases, but 
they u ere ftt once faced with “v bomle luhan army and 
hostile Italian population Hitler made the best of a bid 
bargain As Soon as capitulation became known, he 
seized most of the priucipil towns north of the RuerPo 
and established a military Headquarters with General 
Kes^rhug in charge. Rher Po formed the mam defence 
Jine 

In central Italx Hitler was abla to seize Roei/i. viA. 
it'itue Mussohui from that city. Now he esinbhshed a 
fascist Itiliau Government in North Italy with Mussolini 
'at its head aud conducted the war upon the Italian people.. 
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ler tvas able to snatcli an advantage though a tempor" 

^ oue, out of the silti'itiottthat arose immediately -after 
the capiiulalion, because of the vacillatiug -pro fascist 
policj pursued bj the BtdogJIo Goternaieat fii the six' 
weeks that passed betneen Mussohtit’s fall ^nd the; 
Armistice Dvtnug this period the BadogHo Government 
only made a show of suppressing Vascism and the Fascist 
Fait> In realitj they allowed all Fascist criminals to go*_ 
about their ueferioua business quite freelj They curbed 
tbe aoti fascist popular movetuent and djd not allow it 
grow inlo n ponerfiil united anil Hitler mass force The 
result ivis that Fascist traitors sitting lu Bado^hos adml' 
cjstntlon were able openly to plot for the come back *of^ 
fascist tjtanuy. Ihists how MossoHnis rescue bccarar 
possible. \ 

It was not accidental that Italy laid down anas ot the 
time when tbe Red Army victoriously entered tbe Doubn9» 
when tbe mass expulsion of the German occupants from 
Hussla was proceeding, and when ei'ery day the balllr 
brought new defeats on the Kazl armies The Red AnaA 
smutaer o2eiislre with Us gigantic reverses and losses- 
Inflicted upon the Gennan Anny accelerated the crisis iff 
* Italj and brought about the ItaUoD capiiulatiou 'Marshal 
Badogllo svrrendered to the Allies b-ciuse lie knew that 
lie could not expect any help from Germany whose forces 
•were locled up on the Soviet rrom. Keltbet could b* 
rely upon Ws own armed forces Therefore Marshal 
Badoglio bowed to the rucvltablt and surreudered Italian 
collapse started tbe beglmnug of the eud^of Axis doini* 
jjfltiou In Europe 

SOVIET SUMMER OFFENSIVE 

The struggle of the giants in Russia entered a «aw 
jjbase with the greot Mciorj of Slahni.raJ iu Febroar>j-. 



1943. At the peal: o! their srtccesses the Gemans bad 
OTetruttaboi^l 700.000 square imUs of western Russia, 
ducludiug much of the Soviet’s most fertile larmlands, 

. richest mineral areas and modern industrial regions. In 
•tberr winter offcustve of 1942-43 which produced the 
victory of "Staliugrad, the Ruasiaos regained bstneeu 
3B5.000aad 200,000 square miles; and fu their summer 
4iffensLve of 1943 they were to conquer mother 138,000 
square Julies. •• 

, The summer campaign was opened on July 5 with a 
massir a German thrust toward Kutsk from Oral ’and Bcy- 
Igorod hitting north and south respeettrely. Its fate was 
indicative of the Russians* remarkable success Id solving 
•the itohlew ofGertvnu tacuce. 

« A \seek after the German offehsive began, the Russi- 
ans themscUeb weutoNer to the offensive, and by ■•July 23 ' 
they had retaVea all the ground they had lost- By August 
S, lust a month after the Germans had struck, tho Russiaus , 
had cracked the defences of Orel and BeyJgorod and 
occupied both the kc> posUions. The Ritssian offensive 
broke through lUeGcnauu defences aud captured Kliatkov 
on August J3, 1943. 

Another offeusrve was launched against Smolensk. 
It fell to the Russian*, on September 25. Tar to the south 
Novotossiak had fallen ou Septeinbei 16, aud the last 
Germans were cleared out of the Caucasus wUeh the Tamatt 
peninsula was freed. .The mam German forces were tbeu 
attempting to make fl stand along the Dnieper bend. The 
Russians forced a crossing to capture the industrial centre 
of^he Dniepropetrovsk, and early ru ^fovember they .cut 
•off the Oeimaus in the Crimea aud gained the east bank oL 
dhe Duitt'cr everywhere 



The Germfliis in^de a gigantic efioit to ho)d 
The Gennan High Commaiid had placed large forces along 
the Sea of Azov and the Cnmea at the nsl^ of beins cut 
off 1 his altitude of the Gennaus s“emed puzzling 
viewed witb the rapid advBQce the Russians were tnakiug 
in the direction of the Sea of Azov The supreme strategic 
as well as political itnportauce of Crunea compelle 
the Germans to make i firm stand there The Germans 
must hold on to the Crimea if they want to head off the 
dreaded landslide in the Balkans which is sure to happen 
as soou as the Russian army will advance m that direction 
The recqyery of Sevaslepol will bring the weslep 
of the Black Sea wilhui the operational zone of Uie 
rieef The Rumaimn oilfields vvill ^onie 
reach of the Soviet air arm operating ff®'” 

nerodromes With the Black Sea under the contro 

SoMet Fleet and given the nece5«ary air . 

/should be easy to land troops at the P® 

Jlnrgasand Verna The Biilganan Government had fl re 
announced their decision to welcome the Russians ^ 
such ft possible situation Romanltf also will cease to e 
reliable Nazi satellite So If the Germans lose the Crime ^ 
by the time they will try to take up o stand on the Dn e 
line the Red Army will appear in their rear throng 
Balkans The possibility of this grave danger— of 
the war In the winter of 1943 — compelled the 
High Comnnud to continue the extremely costly de e° 
of the Lower Dnieper line But Russia s victorious 
summer offensive which passed intg. the winter olfeosivO’ 
foiled the German plan onil cut off the Gormans In Cr me 
This wag a fatal blow to the Germans mid it 
Tlctory of the Russians along the entire front from 
to LenlugraL 
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1044 

opeuedv-itURwai prospscts of victory 
lor Ihe Allies. The Soviet -winter o(fe«sivc that followed 
on the heels of the summer offensive liquldalcd German 
opposition In the Ukraine and HIvraled the whole of South 
Itussh from IheKazis. The Riisstao nnuics tn the soutUcru 
front stood poised for a Iutrc scale offensive In the 
Balkans. In the O 05 ;thern sector « new Soviet offetisive 
fell with crushing force on tJte long German salient Hint 
reached up to the outskirts of I.emngnd. Tli^s offeaslvc 
lifted the two years long sicga o! I.eningTad, 

After the Gerninus were defeated at the gates of 
WoscoTT, Hitler cousoled them by holding out the greater 
.prire, the city of Lenni. He declared iliat bts legions 
could take I.enitigra<l by storm, but lie preferred to starve 
It into submission He did hts liest. For nearly a year 
and half, vmul oue railway line rnnmng eastwards to 
Vol^da was opeued, the great citv was completely isolated 
from the test of the country. The story of heroiitn .sud 
uinmagliinhlc snerihees of (lie defenders of I.eniiigrnd 
retuaius tojie told. Rut none can deny that the defenders. 
of Leniugtad fought oue of the epic battles of this war. 

Within two weeks of the launching of the uew 
offensive the Red Army suiashetl the formidable ring of 
steel and cement which the Germans Ind built around the 
city during more than two years. The defeated German 
Mrdy about 300,000 strong wn«* encircled. The German 
forces were partly captured and nniiihilated and partly 
driven into the Baltic Stales which were invaded by Rngsir^ 
'itnre \tnjB. ^ •> j 
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The ponerful attncl on the Ba'lic front afier the 
ereit victory of Leninsrm<3j>JJiaed donn iJie German stratc- 
»gic rfiseries la Poland Consequently tlie German com 
r Uiander Mausteia could not gel jeinforceajaufs even 
after hi-, army had been depleted and exhiiKted jn the Imrd 
"battles of the Dnieper bend The Gerniaus had planned to 
tnaLe their stand at the Dnieper bend, but their pirns were 
thwarted ?ij the three-pronged Russian offensive 
Zhitkov sanhv smashed the Odessa -“L«ow ralliray on 
which ^IsHitem s ormj tvas recetrtiig Its supplies, tf no* 
reinforcements and Mirshal Konict a aroiy deltrereJ a 
frontal attack on the centre of Msiivtclns hue Coase 
<j»entlj the line nas «pljt into tuo making nny further 
orgsnKtfl rests'entc impossible. Mtiistem had oo other 
nltcmiive hut to retire not out) l-*hinl the Duelper Hue* 
but 0(1 tile other -t le of fhe CarpithniN and IransiyJ ^ 
aaniauAlpfl ^ he Russians seemed to bare phnoed Ihe 
svl ole ciiiipiigu to the miim est de ail just like a ga ue o1 
ch'St The lastnovcs of the eiiemj i\cre actually totcri 
By the inddle of Match 1044 the siiuilloij at the 
Puss Tu (roi * wn most cil icnl for th** Germans Tlie 
Gertrans we e <Un«ij mi* of the Kusslau poll atjl th« 
So\ let armies ston 1 at the pre war polniti f roulier, ready hr 
hivade the Baluc ^latesiii the north I’oUttd In th“ ctutre 
and the Balksua in the south Germans had lost the w*r 
in r*ice«»ien lunit nu I were confronted with the s!to*Hoa 
ol defendin'* Mtesr Ba irT«*u I atslc st a rolsjiorlk InresfnU' 
To tii'se lb- l«*«t o! a t id lnri.sin Hiller occiu led Uirstauu 
»r»l lltiTicnry to forcs’af^a Koatian InXasroti of 
coan’ties. 

The ch» ts wnr •stlat 1 r Tl e d“fe»teJ 

deoPTsllttd ttoc.^s of 'lant^ea couM do* (-• esr^cted 
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^ibht ally great battle. But the Rtiinaniin and Hungarim 
armies conia not be relied anon w fight Hitler’s battles. 

n tie efence of Germany could not be ncconiplisbed 
without Rumanian oil. And the shortest road to Rumania 
aj through Hungary on nrho,e border the Red troops 
hMcr the command of Zliuhor had appeared Theretoru- 
eolded upon the occtipaliou of Rumania nnd 
jui gaiy Erst to protect Rumanian oil and second to 
Otteud Germany in the Balkans. 

lronf'’'c‘* ““""Errather slowly on the Italian 

•monL of the Italian maiiilaad six 

press -ri’’’’ " '”■>'-1115 but little pro- 

SeTons "t^' •’""'"S '■> 

Germans ’ ^ n' defended by the 

“nae doubl'd o* ‘'i' Allied plan 

’he politieal , 'he underlying idea was that 

'he cleared be^ ''^i'°“i"‘' “‘‘“'"'I si'nattoil should 

etabiHsed “ -i»delinitely 

exisll'd uro"r'’i hj tha Allies, there 

u' Uberaliou 'm One was the Committee 

■G«crnme.it of ktgho ThI.'r'; r"“' 
tneen the a if , 'h-re was a fierse eoliflicl he- 
nhdleatiMi of tlie Kine' demanded tlie immediate 

uwut of Natmk^T^,' '"'i'’'' nstahlrshment of a Govern- 
All report ! d ; i"^” hy "'I 'he Parties. 

F">ple, not only "aa 'he demand of the Italian 

■occupied by the Ger " *“ "‘‘"I' ®'>R 

to have r 1 Glcunau* The d.sered.ted King seemed 

T^ln;-: a'TSl'tf In'^p't" rt'”"'" 

’^dooe... ttoine. ^heTS'Ho’Tu: AR*: St]' Srmt 



seemid to tivoiir ibis -view It wns a 

and Ibe hi eratlon of Rom- " ovH be a^eat mor 

for the cause of tbe ‘UnUcd Naiiooi 

rncoiiroct'l IJS th"- slow proses? of lire 
Kesseliios Ite Gemisii Commsnder „ 

all orailable reserves soMlmnids evidently "lll> “ s j 
po«e ot lUOUDlms a powerful counter oden^te 
appested tliat Itts plan was to take a stand along tile s 
called Gft^tnv Line ninnuig across tl e Peninsn'ila a ^ 
75 miles south of Rome If the Germans could sta i 
that front there ther would ibreateu the flanh of 3 
Allied operation across the Adriatic. That danger 
be reinforced by naTai bases at the bead of the A ^ ® . 
Still held by the A-cla Powers Presumably for thi^ 
cousideration Allied occi paliou of Rome wos hehcved 
be of decisive Importance ^ 

Taklig adtai tege of thefact that llie dcfeuc^of 
uelghhoi rhood of Uonie bad been depleted by Kesselnnft 
despatcbu g three crack divisions to tbe South the AIlw 
Cotnwoud carried out a. daring oropblbious operation On 
lauuaty 23Td, Allied forces effected landing at a poio 
between the town of Nettudo and the Tiber estuary on y 
32 miles houtb of Rome Evideotb, the landing had been 
nianned well ahead of a time as a counter move to 
•j-gggeJfji g s imminent counter-offensive from the Gustav 
"*1.106 1 lie point of lauding was admirably chbsen The 

Allied forces bad the fullest advantage of the human 
1 merit of surprise so important in such daring operations 
* ' debt hours there was practically no opposition front 
\ Germans* a bat enabled the land troops to establish 
ffieieutly lai^^ beach head which was enlarged swiftly 
a new Allied front TV aseilabllshcd only eight inlle» 
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fVa the Appiaii Way, the main* coastal road to Rome,. ^ 
alone uhlcli supplies were sent to Ite Gustav Una. 

I Resselnng was qtyck to realise the danger froyi the- ‘ 
oewdirettion. He had only IS divisions with which it 
Ain *“ '‘'>'‘1 ‘wo trouts. He knew that tlie- 

\lll • ’f Wo plans for the counter-offeu- 
ana,.i!^ south. ’Nevertheless he kept up strong coniiter- 
na», on the main southern fronttoking care to withdraw 
InSr strategy helped Inm 

north™'l^ ’‘wre”'”'’ “ Booeral withdrawal 
laler^r. ''^' "'■•Odrawn! came a mouth 

that il’ t sonan dcieaces around Rome was so strong 

Sarcfef 32‘ miur* “ 

»«e'hmTl“°“’ a'f ' '‘001 “10 West 

Rum "“““dins oi Germany and occupied 

&,T ““'■■“■"'d-' Since liatlle of Berlin 

' ^nTtVoLmJ""’^' “SSuUs were made 

and ti e , sands of tons of bombs were dropped on military 

c L T' !!«»“ »ad^ 

ripphus vIIeet onGejmau>-s wareiiort which told upon 

■factor"',?"’ "■'■power. One of the chier 

Sovl t '““'"’’"•'d to the sweepiiiE successes of the 
« nnmes in the summer and winter 1043 was the 
aaeoadary part the iuftav#e played. During the earlier days', 
OI German vlcloty the tnftaufl'o led the assault on alt 
ton 3 , But the continuous bombing of industrial taigets- 
■n Germany and Axis occopied Europe crippled the 
German air {orcu. ^ 

In short. 1944 proved to be tbe tutulug point of the 
war in tavour of the Dhtud Naftous. TUougb rial' 
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stemid 10 favour tWo view. It was a 
and He liberation of Rome would be n great moral V 
for llte cause of the Unllcd NollotJs. 


Encouraged bj tlie slow progess of the * 

KesselrinB, the German Commander 
all available reserves southwards, evidently with , 
nose of .roounling a powerful couater 
appeared that bis plan mtos to take a stand along ® 
called Gustav Line running across the Peninsnah 
75 miles south of Rome. If the Germans could sta » . 

lhatf?oul there, they would Ihreateu the flank o 
Allied operation across the Adriatic. That 
be reinforced by naval bases at the head of the Aor a 
Still held by the Axis Powers. Presumably for 
eousideratiou, Allied occupaliou of Rome was believed 
be of decisive Importance. ^ 


Taking adiantage of thefact that the defeuc^df ^ 
neighbourhood of Home had been depleted by Ke&selntJg 
despatching three crack divisions to the South, ^ the AHiv 

Comniond carried out a. daring oraphlbious opention. “ 
launarj 13rd, Allied forces effected landing at a poiQ 

between the town of Nettuno aud the Tiber estuary on y 
22 miles smith of Rome. Evidently; the landing had been 
ulanned ssell abend of a time as a counter-move to 
■Kesseithig's imminentconnler-offensive from the Gust“’' 
Tine. Ibe point of landing was admirably chbsau. The 
Allied forces hnd the fullest advantage of the human 
ment of surprise, so important in such daring operations. 
* ® icht hours there was practically no opposition from 
^°^Gcrwa»s> euabled the land troops to establish 

fTcicntly loige beaclrbcad, which was eulaigcd swiftly. 

Allied front was ^lablisbed only eight ’mile*- 
Thus ft ucw . . / I 
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“ Rome, 

e "Ucb soppUcs nere sent to the GMtnv Lino 

"n'<so the danger frop tbe- 
nas iwnnsih'i * divisions with which it 

Allied larii ' Ironts He knew that the 

stveiTtJtih P^®ns for the couuter-offen- 

aldcls on th™ Nevertheless he kept np strong conntet 
"snaui div''"'”' front, taking care to withdraw 

'■"■"hag h:A,h:dT'‘'\ 7“" 

-nanhirards '“rees before a general nithdrana' 

later the re J' ’J"' General withdrawal came a month 
if looL ti*” wis fio Strong, 

distance, of S'*' mtul raombs to atUauce a 

«•« hSn„“L^r,f ' " '« 

t^arew va, sm,a i “'vvP'ed 

'’'Gan ii Nov, I ’lo”’’"'”'""' ®"'« “att'e Berlin 

Indintnal ° bombs were dropped on Military 

'npplme elleet o"^'* B'rlm had a 

haters ll,at’ 'A'rman alt power One ol the chiet 

&>»iet ar “‘r>hnted to the sweeping anccesses ot the 

Keond, '” 'I"' "aa ““ 

O! Q ‘'’'’■"‘‘h'AiiftiroircpIayed Dnring the earlier days . 
Ironl " hn«».(r.led the assanlt on all" 

in continuous bombing ol indmttial targets 

^~'.or 

In short. 19tl proved to be the tntlilug point ot ihe 
t«r in raaont ot the Unllad K.tlon, Thongh maaj~ 
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iiiajor battles still remained to be fought, 194-f started 
Jiegtuulug of the^ud of Hitlet's donitnatloa of Europe 

INVASION OF Europe 

Iho Allied intasion of Europe has been slid to I'C 

the greatest luiUlary uoderiaEing in the history o 
•wotld Fori cars the Allies had prepared hr ths 
sisught oij Hitler’s Europe on ihe Wotern Front of 
■ciauy Noihmg wag spared fn the attempt to orgautse 
, iuva-.iou nnnadT Germany, too, it tsas reported hndt«*“ 

preparing feverishly on what is called the Atlantic 'VsE 
-aiake -lu impreguabJe /ortress to resist the jovasJOUj^^rca . 
Now for one full year the world awaited the opeuin? o 
the Second Front lu Fnrope The invasion of Italy 
cotjsidered the opeulog of (he Second Front lU som® 
gtiarters TheonticalJi it is possible to concede thU 
•opinion hut (or all practical purposes the Second Front 
'' 'S\ia opened with the luvaslon of France 

I lie inevitable delay for the assault on Hitlers for* 

tress had even caused a lot of anxieties among the people* 
•of the Allied nations who believed that the attach ou (!*« 
estern Front would speed the coucltiston of the war 
The long nwiilcd invasion began in the earlj hours of the 
^ili of June. 194-1 Ihe entire world awaheef with breath 
Jess nnxleiy llie news about Mie invasion The Genuau* 
on their part had put forwnrd fantastic stories about the 
invulnerability of tl c Atlantic all, ondUit'great delencel 
all over the wesfern coast of Ewrope Tafctng Into con 
'■slderatiou the iliToiigbness,organlsatlou4I capacity, scien 
iiGc talent and the mihlary traditions of the Germans the 
Allies devoted nil their energies to (he perfection of their 
^ iinT>io» plJ*U" and every arrangemeut for Jis successful 
execution was made Even the possible casualties of the 



; fwlrea «'”«?,! 1“''?'“ Hitler’s,' 

^ setctritii 1,1 hr„t “«sl mtiL 

tootholii on French Ton i**'' Eeltinc a 

>Was,onaTn,v „!.^ .. O’' A 11 ,«V 

•■•rfsrteaas Ploetess extending their 

' 

''«»>-<«n.eo,.h.tj;'7J"'-7'‘' 

»W. ■Hestdes.th. AHret Lh r “"^"‘ak.nso oi thV 
"“V also Mnitnjsd lire, 1*1'"*'"“"'’'*’ F*'"’'’ “'“1 

*°detend since the> hud. 
^^ace cf uivy in the? 

'JaltedS* t Btltiin cvud 

^®nnans contesled every inch of liud 
aficed nud Uie fishting bod bteiia^ 


Thoagh Ibe cnqgtess ol iUe Allied ndvonce m Nvir- 
ibeta Trance vn*i very alow, tUe Iniaslon ilsell bod a 
S^iniary cRect in olbct Iroiitsi. The llberolfoo of Ronio 

Vfas Bflecled jn^t two days before the luNsstou of V^nce, 

^ and- since \bc fell of .^ome, GoWenvV Alexander s Anny^ 
continued to onatl bacb the Cennans. And Kcdselnng hod 
to Blve vr> hU vlan of centrtet atlocle lu the soulli nitd bad^ 
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-O cnucentrnte to hold.n line noth of Home The fall of 

Koine to the Allies, wis more of a motol victory tha 

military one It was n polltreol md Ideological tritiinp , 
-tor It sigiilfed the defeat of Tiscism Mid it was the fits 
"ror lilow for Hitlerism And ihe Ubentlou of Rome 
-made it possihle to establish a provisional Italian 
*GoTermHe»^ 

At ihe Ruasniu trotit things moved according to plan. 
AflT lUe liberation of Leuingrad in February, the 
Eot nrr nosaU by which ibej could get out of the w5r Atter 
overv serious discuasmo the Finns fiualU rejected the terms 
on Mif dimiig the period of negotiations, 

lull had coiue luto Russian operations agoiust Fmiana. 
This lull cQ,ntimied nmil June-lO when the RW Armies 
tiseaiu began their full scale attack ou Finland driving for 
^■^Td on the Korehau Isthmus Ihe offeus^re 
r.nifind coutfnned for more than a month, but ended in ft 
Ru. lau victory While the Finnish Army sustained a 
* j defeat in the field there occurred a change of Gov 
riiinent The Finns were tired of the war and revoltea 
'ffaiu-ttlie proJ3erittan Government, and demanded that 
iT.nlaud should a«SO «» Armistice The pressure of puWio 
./ 11 and the defeat at the battle front decided the 

Sir- » I”-" 

IT ..oetl.ciiii, iiilormcd Field M-irsbal Keliel that FiillanJ 
. er considered herself bound by former PrcHideid 
reeiuent uilb Germany and offered to come lb 
Ott Align®! 2a the Finnish Minister In ’atocLholto 
1 the Soviet Minister there a requ-st that an nrmfs 
h^*’ , ureation be received Ibus ended the ftaragaliwt 
®, pijc fiill of Finland removed aiT$ Gerrian threat 
iticrad from the Baltic Sea and also placed the 
to lu the Baluc In a disadvantageous posltlou 

.^.»tmao t «v. 
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Ott Avguat tbe AUtes wxde new Wnduig In tlie 
,0 1th ot Trance Mlled iuva<i{ott of Trench ^^<dUec^aneaa 
CQi*>t vvi*! not un 8 \pected Mr Cburclull s sudden arnval 
in Italy after the fall of Rome gave en intlicaUon that 
something nmunaf wa'> afoot Severe bomhmg of the 
South coast df Tnucc and Genetal LisenUowet*? call to 
the Frencli iiid»rgronrfl army to strjl».e at the enemy 
syncbrouised uith ^lr Lhurchlll s arrival m Italy* The 
British PremKsf must have nrevimis knowledge of the time 
decided upon for the tiewlandlig and lus visit to Italy 
must have heeo paid for political and propigandi purposes. 
Aovbow the Allied invn^ion of Southern Trance had a 
douhle ol ject It would strike towarU a large part of the 
country Mhete the Getuiaus were not likely to be In great 
streugth and It uould'vfford a mngoifiveut opportunity for 
the rrevich patriot forces to rise against their Nazi ovet- 
Joids “■ '* 

Ihe Allied invasion of Southern France \ns clearly 
pirt of a grand atraiegical plan to drive the Nazi forces 
out of occtvled Ltjfope back to Genuan frontier. It was 
linkel vip with Geoctil Tiveulioweri. luvabiou ot 
Nonn'tridy and Rntcany It wis also designed to co- 
operate wuh Gtnenil Alexanders nriny lU Italy since a 
breach by Geivcril ^ Ux vndet ot the Gothic Liue'iiortU o£ 
tire river Am j v\o ild bring him on to the covst leading to 
Trench Ri\leta.r « 

Mr Churchills vi-.it to Itil\ bid one great significant 
patvioskC^’ He vseivt Uiere to eoulact TMirsUal lito and 
discuss, w^li him the prospect of Inunchliig an Allied olfen 
sivelo VUtt Balican^ *1116 Allies had planned to make 1 
landing lo A oi Oaliv 11 nid Greece ind it wis essential to 
f gauge the meassire o! co operilion the 'kiigovlav ormy» 
-could give to the iorailug ^ops In fact a new AlUed 
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1 j /‘mails be«n opened lu the IlilUans T'hr 
I""' ’ 0 l.b.f.(.Dn».Jo- JIa„b.lT..c. bnib/e.. 

VneosUv ,h. Unites Nations' amis 


Vneoslav "^ » , Nations' amis 

nnS Mnrslint y „ro.> oliibemtinn baS moo 

Commaijet ' , Cemian ioicns 

''a°7 t r.ima «? «■' A"‘“' 

„ ions slietehol tbe Eastern ASriatic coast 
J^clitlly iietsbole ot Bosnia bad been cleared of 


Oetmans. ^ BALKAN COLLAPSE 

Tbe dramatic detelopnents In lb. meat mere largely 

Jnslble lot me sndden decrs.on ot Enniania to desert 
ijsronstble Bnljatla to seek 

‘■■"““"tre tl It o, tbe aear Tor some 'Uma oast 
„a «teconteml.lat.nB an offensite in tbe BalUns 

mboff the storm btoVe rn tbe Balbans Hardly 1 ad 
tiiau lc»ril Y Ihroiicli the deeply slageere^ 


•f C,'.e:°:™^: 's'rbTtbmngb tbe deeply staggered 

! defences round Jessy and the lower reaches of the 

enenij ^ icrolutiou ocenrred in Buchstesf The 

Icmelits fn tbe countiy convinccl of an Albe 
^’7';' me proA^is d.etatnrsbfp ot Marsha. 

„clcry oy arrested A broadcast by yonng Lmg 

Antones ^ Knmoma bad accepted the Albea 

7 msand-nm.ld.al.eber place b> tbessideot Ihe- . 

reacc term He Rumanian loHe face that iLe 

a„oiDlotniationnbootltenccptfiora tbeLiUSS 

Allies be jjoscow Immediate!} stated that it t he 

Jjfoadcast, bostllitlcs against the 

nwa ®;'i;j.„onn altaebed Hungary to recover Ttansyla a;da 
Oniledd’a" Cemians country. Kuiuania s 

-uil cleBW __ .nritild be Boaranleed 



Marshal Aito- 

b, the 

Rmnama’s t-olte face •nroc^.eiir benefiung hv 

'-«• The unfor.:;a^'“ “ '"> Hi.lers’aWlwu 

by their formeHm''^'-'" *'' '“me 

S veep.„s'i„,„ the Galatz ^ , L' ’'“bered atvay. 
Malioovsky and Tpibhukln Ld’ Generals 


5-s.xs “5 

~-s;s£S5SF“^:H5 

.^^^''’"'‘tarshal Stalin declared 

Gennany. Thus Cc^hT.? d=cLred™a ““ 

!«rB«3nEaInsihinj.x .* ® f°™er aHies ia Bflfcaus 


'Tlie fall of , 
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^<Jn IsJatJdb the Aegean toelHtWng Crete and the Doda* 
caitese Now the chances for 'i successful fuvasiou of 
Greece and Yugoslavia ^ns nssured lu sliort the fall of 
Riijuaula and Bulgaria started the collapse of the BulVans.^ 
Meauvxhile the Russiati. offeusive lu the uorth and the 
centre cectoia grew Intensive 'Ihe northern armies 
entered the Baltic States of lyUtvi'a and Lithuania aud 
headed for East Pnissia Marshal RoLossor sky’s army ju 
* the central sector made for Warsaw. RenHsiiig that ihs 
immediate danger to East Prussia was likely to develop 
alougthe railway to Koenigsbcrg through the lusterburg 
gap the Germans started a stong counter offensive tii this 
region. This offensive nos described os the Nazis’ most 
embUiOus attempt yet toregatii tlieinitiatue ou the Bossiatt 
front But the Russians were not shakeu by the Geitnan 
pnnzar thrust, which was defeated by Russian artillery 
After s week of severe fighting the Russians entered East 
3’niJsift Though tbe progress Inul been slow the Invasion 
of East Tnissla had begun In the ceiiiia> sector the Russian 
army stood nl the gates of Warsaw and lu the south the R^d 
Arm> Olid the Riimaiiiau Army had crossed into Hungary 
through Rumania Thus the Russian summer offensive 
achieved the gigantic task of driving the Narls out of the 
KussIqu soil fls welt as soiabUiug the Balkan front 
thereby paving the way lor the hheratioti of Greece n» I 
Yugoslavia 

COLOSSAL COLLAPSE 

T$e ^fslieiv weeks of campaigning lu western Europe 
did not bring spectacular victories to the Allied arms 
Apart from the successive landings on the French coast* 
the progress of the Allies liad been slow Germans 
were stubbornly lesisilug and were partly siiccossfiil In 
' 1 
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SieTOTnlng; the advjmce of the Once the laodiog was 

^wccesstttUy tnada the XlUed comwau(ier«} ‘decidetf to get - 
aaffident Te\nfo^ceraeuts before Huticiuug any large scale ' 
offensive, J!'Ue;r first ta'>fc was to gala a strong foot-hotel 
■otr French soil and this took neatly a mouth. WicU the’ 
anWal of strong iciuforcements the battle began m earnest 
and the Germans began to ’aitUdraw. The month of 
Augn'.t 'witO€&”cd the cotlassc of the Germans defenduig 
France After having fought for mote than a month the • 
Ceimflus found themselves pushed back by the superior 
strength of the Allies And the situation was altered so 
drastically and suddenly that the Getmaus failed to esta- 
blish a new Hue of defence before they took shelter 
behind the SelEltled Wne. 

The reason for the sudden collapse of the Germans 
on the western Front was the ’'definite, complete and 
^ decisive victory" non by the Allies over the German 
Seventh Army, Hitler eutnisted the defence of France 
under von Uuudstedt and later Von Kluge to three omues 
—the Seventh Atm) in Nornnndj, the Fifteenth Army 
in Pas de Cahis and the Nineleeuth Arm) m the sqnlh. Of 
these the SevtnWi Army wis by far the strongest; it was^ 
estimated to cp iipnse 27 divisions. Tlis Fifteenth Army 
, Was considerably weaker, while the Nineteenth Anny was 
reckoned to couslsl of about IW.btJO men oovenng a hugB 
area, a f&ct which C'Cplams tU- feeble opposition It put up 
against the Allied laudvMgs o« the Cote d' Arur. It 'will 
thns be secu that Hitler depcudeil chiefly QU the Sevetith 
Army to d«*feit, the Allied iiiva-iioa of NurtUcru Franco 
and when it (ailed him Fraui^ was bonml to go 

A close study of the progress of fighting In the westera 
Front will reveal that the Germans collap^ei because of 
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Hitler's poHrr Th.r’pol°cT 

Xr»°aer onhe f Ser'“‘^ 

trX 10- 


eredolossof-oooou 

-■^Sr««-S'irioSy»oi: 

“‘S. s“re*^ 'l‘'S«l"u'c“!.r.n"od.oB Marseilles and 

£^=^:”!i2Sr.:dS:rrorjr^r 

" jtXid tbe Selglried Une. 

Tire dlttr an"loersa-y »! «■' °' T^J^rbel'a^ 
«„.aisn r a" terbeads r..d 

enacted i» lo””"** ®''®'’‘'° 

IMoaslr oo'tbero Fraoce he 

, ,od Getmaoy. at a spei« ■ anario? 

A iled »™les «.s eltool'^ 

advaoces oI tire Ai o„lj si* 

Hctavaey’sE'ltls , ' Ej,„e to Brossels aud Antwerp. 

a.ya to race frorn tire rl 35 „ d„. 
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'of France and this refn LI InT" 

the entire front. By the mid 1i “r r°°"" “'ohE^ 

of General Fi,eni ^ ™ '““I'llo of September th^ Afmles 

,s=..™nrat;„'LLL:t?L'^“r 

.«ep on the SrvUs frontier Ltas 
tho war witne«ed ti fifth anniversary of 

"■ Western Wail.- '“'“ssel coBaose of Hitier's 


GERMANY INVADED 

^>^oo''Sdr.;L“T‘’'" -- 

5>0«t was en!ct.rel> errpJoS 'by ^rR 

Oder it recovered from the Battle of n,n 

'<atry the war into enemy lemtory with I ^'''’ 

^us lesnlts At drfferent times after the fnn°of V‘'"' 
Hitler, Goeriug: and GoebbeU nil rsr « i * Franco, 

•«ilcd sacred soU of tlo ^ th^ sb- 

towelled by amnvAder’s foot. Thfc h" never be' 

■ded exactly 14 w'eek^aLLLTbeIl;'LdUnd^n^.?N^;"‘’’?^ 
when troops of General Hodge’s First n o 1 Normandy 
through Lnvemhnrg, crossed r;,®; '"'’=■*‘'“8 

Trier or Treves „„ ,he rrver sfar tL“'" 

Gcnnany w.ss a momemous event boll, t ‘‘"'asion of 
t-|ew oii„„„„, and materia" etL 2 »f 

•effect on the German people, itoimmedisie^ rt'if' 

wereexpemed from the Allied invasion r 
Hitler was expected to defend th- P,ii V °"“toy. for 
^trength he contd command. iLeJ ill >ho 

Med Une sent a thrill of joy In ° Sieg- ,■ 

VnltedNationsandelecttiff-dth. oouniries- of 'the 

»hi.e it rang the ffcatr“,\LLL {orL^ 

* aaa Httlsrisaj. 
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On 8 c6ntiuuotis 500 mile line from the Norlh ’ Sea 
Ibe S^iss border six great armies under tbe Supreme Com- 
maud of General Eiseuhowerjpressed eastward-^, preceded 
■by s\Tarms of aircraft which drove th6Luflfvtt(fe‘oiit o( the 
skies aud smashed miUtary taigets. The ^^nri airfhrcfr 
W’as decisively defeated before ll^e Allied iuvosioa of 
Prance began, but it was generally Expected that HitlcT 
wpijld keep in^serve a powerful air fleet to back tip his 
troeiJS when ibe borders of Germany were reached. The 
did indeed offer battle oa a grand scale, bnt it 
snffered crushing reverses In two days' fighting alone 
' 350 enemy machmes were destroyed over the Siegfried 
X>oe. iMeaiuvbile massive Allied air armadas combined 
strategical with tticHcal bombing; they coucentfated oa , 
« -A\e8ieTn Germany from the Siegfried Line ii> cities tike , 
Prank/urt and Stmigarl which were feediog the /o/wsrd 
“troO]^, 'and they delivered devastating hlows^ Ju sL't days 
U. S. olrcmft dropped 21,000 tons of bombs; in four days 
t the I?. A. R dropped 13.000 tons. Air dcsinictlon otx 'SO 
terrific a scale was one of the most potent factors that- 
' made for Gcimany’s defeat • ^ 

. The position of the Allied armies was as follows it 
is a rcmarknhle coincidence that the U. S. Pjrst Ariny‘5^ 

^ advance into the Reich fallowed the path of the Naris*^ 

. sudden luvasiou of France In 1940 through Luseinbtrrg 
and the Ardebuers Forest Iti southern lialgiuni. But we 
a-eed not nssuine the reason to bo the same, namely, that 
the defenders did not consider the Ardeii&ei; 'a fes-ilble 
route for a large array. Hiller was more concerued af>ont 
the northern cud of the Siegfried Line then (t« centre. 
The reaROb was obvious; there was doubt as to whether 
theXIse proper extended along the Dutch bdrder (o the sea. 
Xut even ii it did the noriheni portion was weaker Iboti the 
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'hirlouslylheadraiiMortheBriiial, 

yvns slowly torcios its wsrovl . Army y.hid, 

Belgium imo .Holkud. General HoL”' 'it" “i* 

Army dlslingoished li«lf by breaking Inln^r^ 

SO mile front stretching' from ib. on nn 

‘ Anclieu to Trier jjcar the "®>8i>bourhood of 

Saar. B was this army which can'tnre^M””*'"' 

■Bnlch city to be liberated, and sm= t a * "‘"cht, the first 

Bine around Aachln F„ri.erso,n,'T ^''‘"'led 
•Third Army strnck a tatnl blow to the 

front by cayluringEpInal and the old t„r 

Nancy, This army also linked ‘“rtress town of 

■Artny from ,he Rhone til.t ,.7 ;he 'nninr';"'- «' S. 
ponps and the French forces which onerated 
• large number of Germans was cut off tro7!b I' ‘ " 

'Both armies converged on Belfort which ®'lfort gap. 
defended by the Germans owing t7ha T "‘"'’’’“’■■"y 

Between them the First and Third a™ Fosllioi,.. 

B^eat Saar Indnat.ial and minlag dietrut adV :, t 

tighter around the Germans, niumhetinnal *^' “‘"t 

. 57^' “rfr'd up In BoMogne, CW Grin w" who 

Bnnkirk. It must be C“'als and 

Allied luvaslol. of Fr-mcesSme of ih7L'“ of ,hn 
the Ghamiel Islands were ill the bn. a f^reneh ports aud 
'•heAllteUad'ibflghm,e;,"17o ’ Naals.'^i 

. posts and' Islands. - • hionths to capture these 

A, grim battle raged on' tb. . 

German Gothic Line I, 5 ,y. dank of ,h„. 

he recalled ,,bj 
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Ceneral Alexander decided to tnake an effort to bre’afc 
tbrough the Gothic tie hetween Pesaro oad Pimlni, be 
secrctjj massed a Jai^e force and achieved substantial 
lufUaJ Rauls Bttt KeseJriUR, temfietT of losing hts Jast^ 
from south of the#Po reacted quickly by tbrowlug in 
strong reinfoTcemeuts probably brought^ from other parts 
■of the Liue, and held oo tenaciously to positions just 
south of Rimtui British, Canadian, Indian, Polish aud 
<5r'eek troops of the Eighth Army on this sector strived to 
smash the Rimini boitleueck They captured the 7 OOU 
yards loug Corlauo San Saviuo ridge, whlch^ \vos the 
biggest obstacle lli their path using -flaiue throwers fo deal 
ivitb difg*iu Nazi tanks lu spite of the tremendous 
•efforts of the Eighth Army (he progress of the battle bad 
beeu ver^ slow It seemed that Hitler liadMeclded to bold 
■on to the Gothic Lme in Italy in order to prevent the huk 
up of General Alexanders Army with tbe Americiaus 
ladvaijcag into aoutheru Prance 

ALLIES INVADE GREECE 

* On October S 1944 a sniali British force invaded 
Greece aud the neighbouriiiR islands Ihe Allied Iindlnff 
Albnnii nod Greece was simultaneous and it was meant 
to speed the pirung guests who bad considerably over- 
stayed their welcome H did uol appent ns the latest of 
the senes of landings lu force ou the Continent, which 
Mr Chnrchni promised iq June W ilh the invasion of 
Greece aud AlbauJa the Natt position fn the Balkans 
became so enlireiy untenable that it was ditHcuIt to Imagine 
tliat they would offer more lhau the tdsistauce of resr- 
gnsrds The landing >tse1f was^nonchalant and the campaign 
progressed wUh ease Ihe capture of Samos Kylhcra 
end two unspecified islands demomtraied the intnosic 



-weakness cf the German posWoa and the unchallenged 
•sUperioniy of Allied arms lu the area 

There can hare been no more UomlUatlng^ episode in 
'Oil the history of the Wehrmacht than the amaring cam- 
paign 111 Greece A mere handful of British troops, as 
mradiug itroies were teckoaed bid taU to evict Germans 
I Jrom that country CoriDtlj had fallen almost without n 
shot Athens itself had been liberated by the patriots. 
With the liberation of Greece one nore Govtfrument lU 
exile nould return home The recaptura-o! Greece seiled 
the fate of 20,000 Germans tu Crete, Rhodes and other 
■islands 

The conflict in Greece lasted itist over a month 
Hitler did not make a detctinmcd stand, for be realised the 
hopelessness of the sitmtion The Germans in Greece 
■and Yugoslavia were ptacucallj suyronuded and their only 
way of retreat was through Huat,dry the only couuir/ in 
the Balkans which stilt continued to fight on the side of 
the Axis ^Synchtoulsing with the invasion of Greece by 
the British troops, the Russians launched on attack 
against Hungary and CrechoslavaUa on whose borders 
the Russian Army had stool more than n mouth This new 
Offensive decided the battle la the Balkans. The Soviet 
-offensive was directed towards the flauk o£ the Germans 
-Telreatiijg from Greece and if the offensive would *have 
been swift the Germans would ha\e b*eu encircled and 
annlhilnted •Before the Allied pincers could catch them 
the German troops retreated into Hungary Tfans the 
teconquest of Greece was just a walkover and the libe^al^a 
-of this country was made possible by the vigorous co- 
operation of the patriot forces. ^ 
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The Hl)erftHou of Greece pre^ehled the Allies wtlh a 
knotty problem of establisbiug a stable Government Jo 
^hftt cOHiitf). Itnniedlfttely nfter the hberauon of Greece 
from the Nazis n sOvenoneiit nuder the leadership of 
Papaudreou was fonned In that country but ibis govern* 
mcnt did not enjoy support from a certain sectfon of the 
people, while this government w^s installed fn power by 
Sritnln Ihe progressive group of the popnlatloit wTitcIj 
* was made tip of Greek Coniniuulsts exircDie left wing 
Jsbourgroups niid some Macedonian nud Jinlgandn ele- 
' lueuts demanded the reslgnatioit of Pnpandreon’s Cabinet 
ftiid the estfibUshment of a popular goverhment. Tiio 
trouble arose wheu these elements took the law into their 
own hands and advanced towards the capital with the set 
purpose of seizing power by force of anus Thus a civil 
war broke out aud the Britisli luilitarj authorities in Greece 
were compelled (o lotervene Itl the interest of pence 

British iutervent^oQ te Greece was severely cnUelsed 
at home and abroad, but Mr ChurcWlJ took full respou^I 
bihty for hia actions aud oideted General Scobih, the 
British Commander in Greece to take adequatS uiensures t® 
restore and maiiitahi order Mr Cburdiill a action 
1$ justifiable from the military stand point The -war 
agoinst the Nazis had not finally ended and as such it was 
t necessary to protect the rear /rom diSrmp’ionists. Ihe 
let ok of the soIal^ but well orgavlseA Communist Party 
Ihteateued to create chaos aud «>ufustOQ in a land which 
bad bdeu liberated from ibe Germans only a few^days ago, 
aud if they would have been allowed to Jiiye their owfl 
way they would have established a government wbicli 
would not hate enjoyed the full support of the popnlalioa 
And besides the seizure oi^ power by one party by force of 
Mms would def^t the tery purpose fcii which thewartvas- 
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!i« .0 «,e ad.t::;v:rT. .i::4r 

■ v>c,:r;rrKerrr;rv‘‘“rr-^''=“"-”'r- 

peoples Of the Balkau W T, a 
prowaas of the Red Army inculca.ed . “‘’‘’"'““'P'’ tlm 
Soviet system. Since the e ^ or t “f tl.e 

«-= Mde of {he Ao7o.; 2,4?'“'“ «>.e .arot. 

propaganda was c-lfried on |u all ,he”co,' 

IJo'ted Nafions. The Rnsslan vic.oriL 

■'^ere made raucli of bv ^^3ttIe-front 

SWlo and lheSor“L%t„^Tn;;"h?c° 

Balkan and Baltic States rfw u of the- 

fyatems of Gover.Im.ntt an .heL°‘’c^;^"'"''''=^ 

after the lerraluatiou of the war And tl" f'"ravdlately, 
-a the «rst attempt If ^tlimistg ‘ hV ML 

attempt f.iiJed as it was of » ^r, t The- 

■Soviet influence'is hound to play ahrcT'”'^ 'liaroeter. 
Ike destinies of the Baltic and Balkan count" " '’’“PP'E 
^ars to come and the Sonet.sing of Easter , f “afr 
a slow, unceren.onl.1 and underground pricosT'^ 
Anyhow piibUc opinion Of Mr. Chi, roi Ml. 

tte Greek situation was so biller and clam * '"'“dllng of 
, British Prime Minister was forcU i„ «■"! <ho- 

^kring about a’ reeouciliation of the v!,'‘ 

, f°"P’ "”■> ‘P set up a more ogreeable G 
V But no 'observer will tn id that " 

■a“Ssr75SEKSi^r: 



inaWIItj to gam po'p.ef Iq popntar vote cudeavo erred 
sabjogate one million peaceful citizens Tins w4S possible 
because tins minority was fally armed with wespous 
supplied to Ibem by the Britlsb to fight the NazJS white 
the last majority o! the popiilatiou was iu a state of semi 
starvation Thereforei the rebels* were the mastets of the 
'Situation and did not euconiiter any serious opposition 
And in the name of freedom tbe rebels subjected the 
population to nil the horrors of a total wlir Thus it was 
in the interest of peace that Britain Intervened and rplelled 
'^be revolt 

' THE LAST RUSSIAN OFFENSIVE 
The winter bfiensive of 1044 45 was considere I to be 
the last ofieQSive of the war by the RusSiflos, thovgb 
papers In Britain and USA called jt tbe nest to IsSt 
Kussian offensive This offensiveidisungmshed itieK from 
previous offensives by tbe magnitude of its strategic rnten 
tiou and the masses of men and materia) nbieb it had used. 
"Wbeu the Germans were In sight ol Moscow in 194I» 
2hidcov s counter blow bad the important but limited pur 
pose of relieving the capital When the German General 
Tanliis was attacking Stahogtad m 1942 the Soviet counter 
attack had the limited intention of destroying the Sivth 
Array and cutting off the enemy in the Caucasus In ^be 
-great campaigns of the summer, 1943 Rokossovsky 
Timoshenko cleared iht Ukraine as far as the Dnieper at aa 
■Average rate of little more than four^niles a daj' The 
■* hedgehogs and boll positions like S nolensk and Orel 
''’had to be reduced at a p'lioful cost Tie rate of the Soviet 
ndiance iudlcaied the Gennan strategy to fight their battles 
on Kussian soil Bui in the winter of 1944 tbe Soviet pro 
•gresa averaged 20 raUes a day Now also the Red Array * 



SwUt Advance into Polaaa was o reflection of Gerroaci 
' strategy ; btit a strategy forced on them by the superiority in 
armour, manpower and generalship of the Russians. Not 
darine to tls^ a battle of atmlhltation on the Polish plains 
^ or ill their-fonuer Silesian salient, the Germaus drew baeV, 
conserving their airflonr and meu for the last battle, 

'The most important Soviet victory In the first few flays . 

) of the offensive was Konlev's .drive into Silesia, the real 
heart of German war industry. Since the airwar over 
Germany began in 1941. Hitler tried to shift the war indus- 
trj* from the Rhur to Silesia. Here Rhehiinelnllbofsig. 
Germany’s biggest armament works, were evacuated from 
the Ruhr to Borsigwalde, near Beuthen. Here, Krup^ set 
up his factories at Koeiiigshuette and Lawrabuette. TO' 
cotnpeusafe for the loss of the 1. O. chemical plants in the- 
^lohr, the Germans bmlt oUcate aud stUphec extraction 
plants at Chorzow aud Sostiowlec. But most imporiaut of , 
all were the synthetic Oil plants at Kallowice and Beuthen 
'built to replace the Ruhr plants destroyed by the R. A. F. 
These' industrial phnts In Silesia were to the Germans what 
the tlial armament Indnsly bad been to Russia. Konlev'si- 
drive Into Silesia deprived Germany her last strategic re- 
serve of war industry. With the loss of Silesia Germany 
lost the war, for Germany could not mount a new major 
offensive to retake SllesU, 

, It \^as expected that the powerful large scale offensive- 
the Russians had launched would be supported by a fresl> 
aud vigorous offensive by the British and American forces-' 
la the west.^ But nothing happened. Once the Genunus.-' 
' withdrew from France aud -got behind the Scigfried IJne- 
they determined to offer stWer resistance. And the. elgtss 
v?ete that the Germans would mount a strong couiiier* 
.. Offensive to push back the Allied forces from theGormat*.' 
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Eoll In spite of pnpcrtor armnments mastery of tlie afr^ 
and able leaderslnp the j^fitish pod-, Ameijcau forces were, 
halted In front of the Selgfned I,tne (or a few months And ^ 
the hill i« the fighting ot> the Western Front maife the 
Allied leaders optimistic nbont an easj^ and qmck victory. 
After the njagn}ficieutly execnted landing operations o| the 
Allies m Jiuict tlje real war sjtnaUoH became secondary ,in 
importance on the * New» Front " the beadhrieff bejoff 
'repeatedly and cantinttoiisly piraVed by the Allied spbkas*- 
men an I tint pre hetmg an early an I sunmary coilapic of 
"the Grtuans on the West Mr Churchill predicted victory 
“by the end of sum net in the first instance, then by the en I 
auVimn an I finally, after many dlsappolntinonts discreet 
ly refused to think of vi-'tory at all for the preS'ent 

Oq the Russnn front also things had not progressed 
according to espectalloii The Red Army was stopped at 
the gates of Warsaw The Russian oflensire was laimcbad 
with surprising rapidity and vigour that the Oeruiaus wefe 
Toule 1 ajid were not expects 1 to establish any defence line 
before tliey ratched Berlin Dm the Webrnmeht siicceede I ' 
111 est ilihsbiiJg the defence on fresh lines where It iinterJally 
•succce led m connunug the Soviets aisiulM <•« m Th« 
defence Hue in Warsaw stood In spite of the verj Violent 
thtii'jts of ihe Soviet forces— eiJed ns It wis most aiibstnu 
tialJy 1 y the truly valiant ntleiwpi-* of ‘ G“iieral Dor au i 
Ins gallant and heroic tnohimdredthoimiidPollshpatrlots. 
That the Soviet assault filled In spite of such a 
diversion In great force at the rear nns proof eiiougli of the 
Tcsources and efficlertcy of the Wehrmacht In the 
and the east the nearer the Allied forces advanced towitds 
the ftoimers of G*riuatiy the greiter and strouger became 
-the oppostliott «nl it seemed thit Uie Germans would 
■dorce ft long ^\aT of attrition oa tlielr opponents 
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1945 / 

Th« ttcw ’••at was aslierediaby Mawbai vou 'Rmul- 
stedta oliensive on Ibe ^W*stts»> Ftont Th^ o(ftns\vo 
•which was lanncbed ontbe moimng of Uecembtr 16 camo 
asagrcU fillip to Gennnii morale butetciiso the Nans 
^did not gam their obiec^ive Had they cut flcro-« Belciuitt 
to the sea and secured the port of Autwarp they would 
hdve been in ji position to dc! ly foe a long tinie an Anglo 
Amencan offensive Beyond pishing the Americans a bit 
back the German offensive m Belgium did not achieve 
much Rundstedt s ^offensive m another clirectioa was a 
betlerentefptise After eight dsys of victorious oitmslt to 
the banks of the Meuse the Gennsus ciinc up before the 
cltsdol of BiStogne 1 he Genuaus delivered f n uUimntu n 
to the Isolated Allied gartis >n in the city before they 
etorined its defences But the defon lefb ImrJe \ defiance at 
the invaders and put up sinbbom resistance which had the 
effect of slowiug down lUe enemy thrust BsstOi»tie was u 


ley position to the enemy s co mmimcatiou system lo that 
regiou and it was, irapctitive that the Allies should hold the 
toisn if they wanted to wrest the imiiaiive from the Nazis 


Ott the Eastern Front the new year brought spectaculal: 


Victories The Kussnn wuiter offensive proeressed 


wonderfully along the entire from The Germans did make 


fetocions atlenipts at some points to stem the onrush of the 
End Aftny, but tbeso nitempts met witii only paitinl and 


■temporary successes "I here was a short hill on the esslern, 


front when the new year dawned but by the middle of 
Janiiajy the Russians completely altered the completion of 
the eastern front and therefore of the wir It is difficult to 
-realise that so much cowl I be achieved in sue*!! a bnef 
peijod of time- The Genwius’ wero thrust peross the 
in south Toland to the borders on Silesia by a pretty au4 
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on the Geitnaw strategy wftsobWotts. Tiiced bythegtn^e 

positions of the vfiioie Geman army gronpjnss sonth of 
the Polish capital, the enemy abandoned long held 
positions on the Vistnls pteinTaloty to Tcsnmins resistance 
at some prepared positions nlotig the Oder well inside • 
Germany. But the Rwssinu offensive swept forward 
canning evcTj thing before it. 

TIf* pilttcal implication^ of the ii&ention of WoKarr 
b> the Ucd Army is very sjgmfirant. Stalin did not fight 
to surrender the fniUs of victory to the ADglo-Americau 
powers He installed a new Polish Govermnent in power. 
This is known as the I.tiblm Government and Isrecognise’d 
as the provisional Polish Government by Russia. This 
wove bv Stalin brought iho Anglo American powers into 
immediate conflict with Soviet Russia. NowtliePoUsU 
Goverainent in Britain, rerogmsedby Rrnnin and AincHcn 
ns the legally constituted Pohsh Government fell into 
disgrace. Though Mr CUurchiU knew that the situation 
tvarrented his surrender to Stalin he mule an effort at 
saving his and his counttyV face. He felt that it was 
necessary to come to some definite midpratnoding with 
Siahn, To discuss and settle the policy the Big Three 
should pursue in Europe after the fall of Gfermany a 
conference of the Big Three was ftirniiged. 

YALTA 

the month of Eelnoary, 1945, Marshal Stalin, Mr, 
Winston Churchill .icd?ro!«ideut Roosevelt met at Yalta 
111 Crimea to plan and shape the future of the world. The 
Yalta Conference was to dc‘‘ide tli^ basic pHn on which 
the three lilg Potsets wotild nitmld ‘and shtps not only 
their mmual relation bm the relntion of all the nations 
ol the world towards the 3,ig Three -ind towards cue 
-3- 
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H£ri=iHr.Sl5 

^^ageriy to . u Ba 

The talLs proceided to a netfc o«d at the end th^iB 
-pJ.'’.aan.dato..,ts,aten.ent. rhe 

• We h-ate cOM.dered and deteimlned the mIhW 
plans otthe-three Alhed Powers for the 6nal defe 
of the common enemy. 

"TheM.htary Staffs ol the three 
hare met to da.lr meettngs ‘‘'“"f "ron. 

These meetings hare been most co- 

<ren point of new and have resuUed in . 

otdinaUon of the milnoo effort of 
Powera The fnllest lofomnlton „t 

changed The timing scope and "> j hy 

new and ereil mote poweifnl blows 10 to 1 
nor armies and air forces Into the ™„l|y 

' from the east. west, noiih and sonih hare ' y 
agreed and planned in detail Our ''"““'■y 
plans will be made bnown ouli “ " „„,,shlp 

but we tolieve that the vetj close woil-tlig P 
among the thtee Staffs “1'’’'’’' °, La of the 

result in shonenlng the war The me 1* ^ jne 

toee Staff, will to contlnnel la lotnre whenever th 

uced arise'. ^„te. 

•TTori Germany tsJoofflcd. to 

teslslance. „!.b« 

•■Wehave •S"''' »“ "°“'’“/°'"y‘,yh|ch we 
lor enforcing uocoodiUonftl surrender term 
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"Shall tmpose together on Nazi Germany after German, 
armed- resistance has been fioally crushed. These 
terms will not be made known until the final defeat of 
Germany is accomplished. 

"Gnder agreed plans forces of the three powers 
•will each occupy a separate tone of Germany, co* 
•ordinated administration and control has been 
provided for under the plan through a Central Control 
Commission consisting of the supreme commanders of 
the three powers with headquarters in Berlin. It has 
• been agreed that Fraace^ should be inrited by the 
three powers If she should so desire to take a zone of 
occupation and to participate os the fourth member of 
the Control Coomissioo. The limits of the French 
■zone will be a^ecd by the foot Governments concerned 
through'their representatives on the European Advisory 
Commission. 

“It is our inflexible purpose to destroy German 
milita-^sm and Nazism and to ensure that Germany 
'will never again be able to disturb the peace- of the 
world. \Ve are determined to disarm and disband all 
German forces, -break np for all tirno the German 
Geueral Staff that has repeatedly contrived resnrgehce 
-of German roilitarisro; remove or destroy all German 
equipment, elimlirate ox control all Gemmn industry 
that could be used for xodUary pTodncliou', bring 
all the war criminals to justice and swift punish* 
meat arid exact pteparaUon in kind for the des- 
vructioo wrought by the Germnus; wipe out the 
Nazi Party, Nazi laws, orgauizatlona and institutious; 
remove all Nazi and ratlilarist influences from public 
■ft.'Sfyia. 'i.'jil. •etfrrrmJiTnd. 'toau/imJA. ’f/rt Vi 'iaa 

•German people; and take lo'harmosy such other 



n, cosmos itt Gcraanj ai may be ntcewary lo ‘be 
future peace and safety of the storld , 

'^It is not our purpose to destroy Gemnof 
only tyhen Naalstn and m’tlltarlsm have been 
mill there be hope for a decent life for the Germans 
and a place tor then. In the comity of nations 

' We bane considered the riueslioii of damage 
caused by Gena.., f to the Allied “''7“' 

and reeogiuae it as jtist that Germany be obliged to 
mate compensation lor the damage lo tiiid to tn 
ETentfcst extent po«!9»ble A commis'sion Jor com- 
pensatiou of damage will be established. « 
mission will be instructed to consider the 
extent and methods for ooropeiisatiuB the *• 
caused by Germany to Allied coontnea > 

commission will work in Moscow 

“We are resolved upon Ihe earliest possible 
establishment with our allies of a general 
onal organiiation to maioiaio pcice and secunty 
believe that this is essential both to prevent aggteisi ^ 
nnd remote political, economic and social cause o 
■war tbiougb close and cootiouons collaboration o * 
peace loving people 

* The foundation were laid at Dumbarton Oaks 
On the Important question of voting procedure 
ever agreement was not reached there 
conference has been able to resolte the difficoltj 
have agreed that a conference of tJuited 
should be called to meet at Sau 1 raucisco m 
U-S A on April 25 1945 to prepare the charter 
^uch an oiganizaUoti along the hues pr 0 pos“tl in 
jutormol contefS'ilions at Dumbarton O ks. 
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“ The Ciovernmcut of Chini aud the Provtstonal 
^overmnent of France Tfill be inijnediatcly consulted 
and invHcd to sponsor tuvitotioos to the conference 
jointly with the Goverotuenls of the United Slates. 
•Great Britain, aud U. S, S. R, As soon as cousnltaiion 
jirith China and France has been completed the text of 
■the proposals on roting procednre will be made public,^ ^ 
We have drawn up and subscribed to a declara- 
tion on liberated Europe. This declaration provides 
(or couccTting the polices of tb4 three Powers and for 
joint action by them in rneetiuB the political and 
economic problems of liberated Europe in accordance 
with democratic principles.” 

(Sd.) Winston ChvKhill. Ftnuhlin D. Roosevelt* 

3* V. Stalin. , * 

Besides tbe above statement a declaiatjoii of policy 
!as made lointly by the Big Three. The declaration reads.- 
The premier of the XJ. S. S. It»the Eritne Minister 
of the United Kingdom, and the President of the 
United States of America have consnUed with each 
other in the coimnou roterests of the peoples of their 
couDfries and those of liberated Europe. They Jointly 
-declare their mutual agreement to concert during the 
tenjpori»r 5 ' period of mstabiUty in liberated Europe the 
.policies of their three goveinmeuts in assisting the 

< I«oples of Europe liberated from the domination ot 
Nazi Germany and the people of former Axis*satallite 

^ Stales to solve by democratic means their pressing 
political aud economic problems. The establishment 

< of order in Europe and rebuilding of national econo- 
• 'mlclUe must be achieved by processes which will 

<£nable the Uberatea peoples to destroy the last Vestiges 
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«t and F»«i™ and In crcatt d=n.ocTa..c inati- 

inlions ot their own nliolec. 

This is the piinclple ;,\„nm»nt 

right o! ail peoples to chose the foro P. „ 

nnder which they w.ll live. «f“f°“„,t wh ha- 

rights end seir.govcrnm.nt to those ^oplcs^' h 

heon torcibly reprlicd of teem by v 

ond to foster cond.tions to , j! IserLents' 

may eltercise these rights, '^he three g ^ 
will jointly assist people m any ^tre. 

stale or a lomier Arris satnlllte State ill Enrope 
in their judgement, conditions require ; 

Firstly, to establish conditions »' J””' ®f'“”di^ 
to carry out emergency measures 
, tressed people, thirdly to form an inter m govern 

broadly mpmsentatlv, of “» ■’'-“Irllet Po” »W^ 

' the .population and pledged to the 

establishment throogh free eleclions ot G | 

responsive to the will ot the ' Xtions. 

facilitate wherever necessary holding ot such 

The three governments mil consult other ” 
Notions and the provisional authority » 

ernmentsrn Europe in matters ot dire 

‘ themseWes are under consideiation. 

opinion of the three Government., eonditioi 

European hhetaled^ale or any former ^ja s t . 

State in Europe mate such aet.on necessary th« 

, immediately eonsnit together on “eaaureS ne« 
to discharge joint lesponsthilities act forth 
4Jccla ration 


:iamioD. 

By tblsdccloraUonwe reaHirm our A 

Jirinci^lesofdi. Atlande Charter and ear pledge 
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Ibe dtchratjon uUh olhtr peace-lovtog uatlous of » 
world order detlicated to peace, secunt}', freedom and 
gs«cnl well being of all mankiod. In issuing lhi& 

' dcclatatiou the tliree Powers express the hope that the 
* provisional government of the French Republic maj^ 
be associated with themselves in the piocedutc sug- 
Rested, 

We came to the Crimea conference resolved to- 
Settle out difference about Poland. We discussed 
fnllf ^all aspects of the quesitou. We reaffiruied our 
CQtntnon desire to see established a strong, free, inde- 
pendent and democratic Poland As a result of our 
discussion we have agreed on conditions in which a 
new Polish provisional Government of national uoitjr, 
may be formed In such a manner as to command re> 
cogaitian by the three loajot Powers. * 

• 

The agreement reached is os follows: — A new 
situation has been created in Poland ns n result of her 
complete liberation by the Red Army This calls for 
the establishment of a FoUsb Provisional Government 
which can be more broadly bu^ed than was possible 
before the recent libcTaUon of western Poland. 

\ ' 

/ The Provisional Government which is now 

functioning lu Poland should therefore be /recognised 
on a broader dernocmtic basis with the inclusion of 
democratic leaders from Poland itself and from Poles- 
abfoad. This new Governnient should then be colled 
the Polish Provisional Government of National Unity* 

' M. Molotov, Mr. Hamman and Sir Archibald 
‘ Clerk Karr are autbonsed as the coicmissloa to con* 
suit in the first instance In Moscow with members of 


tbe present ProvtsionaJ Goiernmeat and wth other 
Polish democratic leaders from within Pohnd ^aiid 
from aoroid with the vtetv to reori,an{satioH of the 
present Government alotifi the above ]iije> This 
Polish Provision'll Government of Nutioual Unity 
-shall be pledged to holding'' fine ani unfettered 
elections as soon as possible on the bisis of universal 
suffrage niid -secret ballot In these elechon» all 
denvocratic and anti Nazi patties shall have a Tight to 
taVe p'let and put fornard candidates When the 
Pohahl ProMsioua! G«i riiment of Natio’rnl Unity 
has been properly formed ia conformity mth the 
above the Got eminent of the USSR uliich now 
maintains diplomatic relcations with thepresentPto- 
visional Goieriimcnt of Poland and the Ooverooicut 
ofthcUntttd Kinsdom and the Goierutuent 
United Stales will^Ktnbhsb diplomohc relations M>th 
the new Polish Proxisional Governnieni of Nabou'il 
Umty and will excianje Ambassadors h> whO^C 
reports the rcatiecilvc Goven meats \mU be tept 
lufonned about the sni atiou m Poland 

The three Govetmnenis coiiMder that the eastern 
frontier of Poland should follow the Ciiixon I i»c 
with digression from it In son e regions of fire io eight 
Ulpmeters in favour of Piilan I. rhc> recogiilke ihat 
Poloi d must je''ei\c sohsinnuaj accessions of tenitory 
in the north and U e ncm riwj (cel that the opinion 
of the new PotKh 1 roM»ioiii<l Government of National 
Unltj should be sought »u*he course for the extent 
of these nccessloiis ard iIj It liM»J delimitations of the 
’ western frontier of Polaid slmnid tIj'U'eaflef await 
the tKace conference 
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•?iigosku'i*“\Vcha\enBfeed to recomm««d to 
Marshal Tito and Dr Subasic that the ngreement bet- 
^^een them should bs put into effect imraedhtelj and 
that a new Govetumeut should be fonued on the basis 
•ol th'xl ftgTtseuient. Wealsoiecommeiid that as soon as ^ 
■the nev\ gO'reTumeut has been loraied it should declare 
that firstlj the AiUi Fascist Assembly of National 
Liberation should be e'cteiided to include members of 
tlie last YugosHvnn Pailauiieut who have not cora- 
proiuihed tbemselies by coHaborattoii with the enemy 
thus forming a body to be known as a temporary Par* 
hameni and secondly, legislative Acts passed by the 
Assembly ol Kational Liberation nmU be subject to 
subsequent ratificiiiou by a constituent Assembly* 
*rherc wns dUo a general review of other Bfilkatt-* 
<luesiio»s 

Meetings of foreign Secretaries — Throughout the \ 
coulerence, besides daily meetings of the heads of 
Oovetumeuts and Foreign Secretaries, separate meet-* 
ings of the three Porcign Secretaries and their ndnsers 
have also been held denily These meetings have 
proifcd of the utmost value and the conference agreed 
that a iiennanciit machimry should be-set up for 
regnlir Consultation between the three Foreign Secre- 
taries They will therefore meet ns often as may be 
uecesbary, probably about every three or four months, 
^hese meeungs will be held in rotatiou iti the three 
Capitals, the first meeting being held in Loudon in the 
three capitals the first weetlng being held in Londan. 
after the Umted Nations conference on ivo^d organi- 
-tatlons. 

Dniiy for peace os for war’ — Our nieeting here m 
'the Crimea has reaSiruici our common defenniuation 
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to waintaiD and strangthen iii the peace to come that 
unity of purpose end of action which has ma 
victor) possible and certain for the United 
iu this war We believed that this Is a sacred obliga 

tlon which our Govewmenls owe to ourv peoples «n 

to the people of the world Only with cootlnalng 
and growing co-operation and nnderstauding t 

ourthree countries and among all the peace o 
nations can the highest aspiration of 
realised — a secure and lasting peace which wJH# 
wordsof the Atlantic Charter, “afford and ^J^uran 
that all men In all lands may live o”* *^*^^ * ’^**. 
freedom from feat and wanL" It Is considered i 
victory in this war and establishment of the propos* 
International organisation will provide the greotes 
oppotlunliy to create in the years to come th* esseo* 
tial eoudiilotis of suclt a peace 

The decisions of the Yalta Conference were based on 
■ihe lh«or> that an Iniefuat onal organisation to secure 8® 
maintain world peace after the war could Inbuilt up only 

b) the continuance of a nitlitar) alliance bciwec*u Bfltale# 
Xlnlted Stales and the Soviet Union Th? theory 1* fauHy 
iu two r««j»ects. The first objection Is that rarely In the 
worlds bUlory bate mililury alliances lasted for wore 
than a few year*. National policies and nmb'Ucms ch#ng< 
rtVuWon* of public feeling occur agalust Indlvldc^ 
leaders dethronlDC them from power, and jealousies 
.faeontsw’ develop Iwtween the >ery partners to tbt 
IJetweeii the time when Wr Clnrchin end Tr** 
**!j ttowevelt flauitad their toOChloa personal fileodslslp 
* Atntio Atnetican 

iiuafv soUdBiny and now, inauy rilta have api^ared 

^^^jj jjaJj^ealeusrelstlotts between Ihe itvo cou«lH«« 



43 


t>„rS ''tiled om- 

OUMS ot resentment over the nl! pervasive dominiance of- 

'" “■'e-'i^tioh of rvar effort on. 
e Allied side. There have been Anglo American fend,, 
er post. war schemes of development. Against acciKa- 
va of imperialist reaction pitted against Britain by 
ataT, '^’=” vetaliatorv comments- 
Onli M i^r f America, 
nafaill!, = ^“BE'd lead and President Roosevelt's 

M at ing lac, that kept the ,„o conntries nnited so fan 

“on d ,raod''°T'a'f'" United Stater- 

Stand united in peace as in war. 


1 owarda Russia, both in Britain and United States the 
thenT,'r'r°r'”®'”'"“' '« bavmg shattered. 

present war was meant to defend ii ■ • 

.atPttnst German aggression Bm'i ’ '.5"'^ 

''“■Id Is "itnessing 'he eitraord- 
vaunted defenders of PolishT' »' the-- 

Ing encroachment by one of theS^r tbemselves sancliou- 
*“ " ’“'Sree not dreamt of evet by Ht'ler '"'^“>'1' 

concession to Rnasian demands •^'“'Chdl’s . 

cettal„ljj.„, be atlr.bLTebb 

or .tTeett...,. aymp"*' cho-t nf “^'^'oent 

E- 1- A. s.ih Gre«e had 1 ‘““"'osion against 

tbebnd .1, prospect oI a “iPP'ocin. 

lor feeedom o, »cUonT Gret^rC Cbn'Su. 
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}it S(s!m have his own \**ay id i’otfliiiJ Thus f* f** cn 
thal m sp{fe ol ‘ippiratil nai'j between Bxitaiti U S. A 
amt (he Soi Ii’i I’nioii etch i9(r><a{r tn puJl { s o»ri» nay 
nil I apintint iinll> IS inaminlned onlj ol the c^tie^ise of 
Oie sraaHer na(ton^ 1 heonibKfoiHflU I je/ilowsie«of the 
'1 hfrc vviU cron to I urstmt pofnt >ii a fen jcir** tnimnod 
the very concessjous that each of the Bir Power-i nlloiv the 
othcfs will form a bone of contention between the Big 

Towers niid thU'> will sou tJie seed for the T hirJ WofU 

\\ot Thus the inllitvi) illisiice l«lween the big "^bree 
liiiileAd of niaiiitsfim f peace uUl nmagonite the Uig Ponew 
agsnist each other 'wnl nfcniwt the o ler uaitons of the 
world oser wlilcli the J)lf lowers will hold n dittatonal 
«Wrt) 

rhe-secoul oli]<cti<ni tutlieVnIts plm is tbit the other 
members of IlieUnlie 1 Ifthons will neternJJou theiuseltes 
to bo donnnaled b> a dtctetorship compo-cd of three great 
powers The niUi boscist professions tint from psrt of the 

piihtflry and political leadership of the usr on the ‘•ide of 
the United Nflltons cujoii ou the \ictors other duties be 
yond merelj crushing the Nazi ^ysiem No over lordship 
baced ou mere inilitar} power will be nccepted either in 
Gentiatiy or elseivl ert Ynlta lin« reptoced Nazism by o 
triple dictatorship and ns such coiiuot secure on 1 nialtain a 
JUS peace 

BATTLE OF THE RHINE 

The bHtJe of the Rblnelaod began tu November 1944, 
-General Eisenhower opened his six pronged oflenslve in 
the west *1 be offensive as a whole came as an nupleasant 
surprise to the Germans, but the N«*is managed to stem the 
Albel ftdvmcos along the enpre iiortheni sector dud in 
December 1944 Huidstidts counter of/ciisire pushed the 
Allies back considerably tu the Ardeujies sector Since the 


o;‘L.= 'Se^r 

MS 005 OXWOtio!. n Jiot 

Ior«s ,0 ^o BcUor 


‘'flioes Inaspoctocolsr trsM’’’ '^'■'cl, hit ibo 

®''fort gap. The Freppi, °“ ’”' '"'“‘••iii!: tbrough tbi 
I?’" b« the French Ar sPf«actihr 

*'■“ Rbine, the objective ot be An'"; "'" ''" '"d* 

‘be south, but A break 11 , r™? t'" *'" ®'>ra« Ean in 

<‘elaj-ea considerably by c, **’ '"'“ "'' ’‘‘"'"1 md was 
”“«bern seotor. A dljcIcWe^o”:"^ '"-'-effeasive inTbe 
“'4o. Along the entire Bhinetmj 1 "’°® ’e“tiohed in March 

^'“ies in the North o T. , Montgomerie 

' Aiiies went over re ,bfo W ""»• ^>a.h 

c.evrrh\?ri:- 

J^ntion*!. Wliiii. TT’t ^*** armies «f n t> 

’ of ihe R,,u,. * ^Jsenhower was hser, 

me- Ruhr, in the .,„♦ tc^ • “®rameruig at the p-.»=„ 
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Sadustrial base, btit the attempt petered out and XoaJev 
continued to advance. j 

“Ibe battles in the East were going badly for Hitler 
■‘While Konlev was slowly reducing the encircled BresJaUa 
Sanison and pushing the Nans back west and north 
JZhukov's troops in the centre had finally cleared their mam 
commoBicaitous hue by freeing Poruan, In the course of 
■winch 23000 Gennaus were taken prisoner Right in 
north Rokossovsky’s nrmj was twenty miles from Danzig 
and was slowly fighting its waj along the old Polish 
•corridor FjghUug here was difficult and uecessanlf^ 
Jiboiirious for the ground was studded nith easily dcfeo 
-sible lakes and marshes Still further north the Vt»z1s 
were making desperate attempts to break out Itotn Kosoi* 
gsbiitg northwards but were being steadily pressed back 

And while on the land the Nazis were being steadily 
drueii back, from the air e\ery night thousands of Alhed 
bomb'fs were blasting the nniM cjJles of ibe third Reich* 
The coinbiued blows I’aliied on Gennauy from Past nod 
tVcst showed that the Yalta dectsfoa was being impleoren 
■jted in the imlilaiy field ^ 

T he first crossing of the Rhine was effected by the 
Americans The First American Army crossed the ricer 
at Remageu, nearly half way between Bonn and Coblenz. 
Before this eventful move the Americans find captured 
Cologne itself NMlh sorprisiog rapidity The bridgehead 
W escl lying between General Hodges here and General 
sort Rt Neussdiad been left ko be destroyed by the first i 


i 



teaching tbe river iiorth'west ol Cobleuz, it joiued bands 
^■vnib tbe First Army* at Andtenacb. Tbe first week of 
Match found the Allied armies crosbiug the Rhine at 
several points and tbe crossing of the nver started the 
' real battle of the Rhiuelittd. Once the river was crossed 
it Was just a walk-over. ' 

The crossing of the Rhine tneant the decisive defeat 
•of Geitoany. The Allied amles did not encounter any 
^nous lealstauce in the Ruhr- The three mam array 
■■ groupings that penetrated deep into Germany did not face 
real organised opposition. In the far north, Field-Marshal 
i. Montgomery's 21st Army group broke through to a depth 
, ’ cf.tOO miles hejond tbe Rhine; tbe heavily armoured 
“ British Secoud Army outfiauhed the Germans fighting in 
MoUaud and was threatening the \ital rail junction of 
'Osnabruck. The result o! this swift advance n as that the 
escape route eastwards for all the Nnais sUll fighting in 
'Bolland was thtjateued. 

"Further south. General Simpson’s XI S. Ninth Army 
’which had dnteu across tbe Rhine south of Wesal straight 
■eastwards joined hands’ with General Hodges' U. S. First 
.Array that had broken out of Reinagen bridge-head south 
ol Cologne and turned north-eastwards 5« a 'wide arc just 
•West of Taderborn. The link-up bet\%een ibe two U. S. 
Arraies resulted in the Ruhr being completely 'isolated 
Hrom the rest of Geriuany and in trapping 40 to 50 thousand 
Nizi troops in a huge area of about 3,000 square miles. 

SUU futlhit south, Ration’s U. S. Third Array wae 
pushing forward towards Cassel, Wurzburg an« Nnrem- 
* butg, and in the semthern most sector both General Patch’s 
Seventh Array and the French First Atmy had met and 
wis advancing together. Thus after tbe. cra^^;?- ^ 


icdusttfal base, but the ntieoipt petered out KonJdv 
•continued to edvaoce. 

Tlio biltjes Jn the East were go5u0l»adlj' tor Hitler. 

'While Koulev was slowly reduciog the encircled Dres au 
Ifnrrisoo n«d pushing the Nails back west^and oor » 
JZhukov's troops in the centre had /iaall> cleared their nj8>o 
•communlentions line by freeiug Poiuan, ia the course o 
avhich 23,000 Germans were taken prisoner. Right in e 
north Robossovsky’s army was twenty miles from 
tind was «iIowly hglitins its way along the old rdi^ 
“comdor. Fightlug here was dlfncuU-and uecessartir 
Jibourious, /or the ground was studded nlth casrJy defeo* 
Bible lakes and matsiies. SiUI further north the 
•were making desperate attempts to break out from Koeal* 
gsbttrg northwards, but were being steadily pressed bsclt#^ 

And while on the land the Nans were being steadily 
driven hack, from tlie air every night thousands of Allied 
hoinhers were bUsliag the mnlu cities of the third Reich>- 
■Tho conibiued blows i^ained oij Genuaoy from Ka-jt and ^ 
Wc*.! showed that the Yalta decision wns being implenien' 
ited 111 the inllUaty field. 

The first crossing of the Rhine was affected by lb® 
A'lnericans. The First American Army crossed the 
^ at Rcmigeu, nearly half way between Ronu and Coblette- 
"Beiote this eventful move, the Amencaus bad captured 
Cologne Itself "ilh surprlslne rapidity. The bridgehead 

VV'csel lying between Geueml Hodges here and General 
"siiupsou at^Netlss'had been left to he destroyed by the first 
Camdiau Amy, which was eacoanterftig fierce resistance. 
•General Patton’s Third Army also bad now reached the 
, Tjhiue. but only after onotber energetic advance from its 
Jjndge'head^oo the KyJl m tbe Moselle " triangle." A/{<»^ 
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Klnut, tlie Alb.d -.mies ’“f '' 
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Sign of vigorous resistance Bo [jjjl 
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llnali clearlng^p T?as capped with ft sudden blow atK-UsttlUi 
the only Wg Gerttfan town on the East bank not yet la 
Soviet bands, which was luteuded by Hitler's generals to 
be a thorn in the side of any Soviet offensive directed at 
Berlin. 

RokossoTsky’s army group concentrated on splitting 
op all the Gennai forces cut off from the west by his dash 
to Roslin earlier. ISow he was poised for a frontal attack 
on Danzig At the end of the first phase of the new 
otfeasue the Soviet onoies stood poised on the souib’north 
line on the eastern banks of the Oder and Its tributary the 
Keisse for a drive towards BetUo. 

Thus the stage was set for the Battle of BexUu. Hitler 
did hope to hold the Soviet armies on the Oder long enough 
to enable btm to withdraw considerable forces to South* 
Ckrmauj, Czechoslovakia and Austria Hitler was deter* 
lained to hold this area He knew well that ibis mouatai* 
eous territory would offer the best facilities lor o defensive 
battle and he had aUead> stocked this area with reserves. 

Kis plan was to oiler a buier dcfeualve struggla and 
prolong the war He had also decided to defend Berlin to 
the last man But unfortunately ly Hitler his plans 
taiscarried. •* 

j The second phase of the Soviet Sptlug offensive found 

the Russian asmlea crossing the Oder with ease and racing 
towards Berlin The Geimaus put up stubborn resistance 
all along the toad to Bctllu, but the Russlaus pushed them 
back and entered the suburbs of Bwhu As the Russibus 
neared the sabuibs of Berlin Marshal btalro assumed 
command oX the forces dneiog towards Beriiu It seemed 
Vnae the Rnssteu Dictator wauled to eulof Berlin as a con* 
quetoT at the bead, ol Vds-ansiesv 'SXow Hitler aHo assumed 
COttaaaad of the forces defending BerlloA Thus the Battle 



of Berlin or b*»er sa>, ttie doel betcveeti Maribal 
ntKl Herr Hitler began ^ ^ ’ 

The Anglo American forces were npprebensive of 
iate«t Unsslan move Th^y wanted to be In Berlin 
but it seemed that 'Russians would enter the Germ®® 
cipital before they could reacJi even, the suburbs of the 

City, Therefore Ibi amues of General Eisenhower started 

ti Vigorous drive towards Balin This dri\e met wbh 
success, foV the Auglo Amerlcau forces could reach the 
outskirts of Berlin when the hot ret forces"wcre hammering 
t at the gates of the city from the east It seemed that the 
Amencaus and the Russians would enter Berlin simtif' 
taueously, but for certain irofttfcai reasons the Russiatr^ 
were allowed to enter Berlin Orst y 

da otber^ectors the bafCle was progressing satisf®.^ 
ctorllf The Brlthh Second Army captured Bremen, the 
second largest port in Germany, and was b^ttlics within 
f Hamburg Muuich the shrine of Nazidom stood {n peril* 

It was belug threatened both by the U 8 Third and » 
Sevcntli Armies General Patch had at several places 
/ crossed the Psnube, the first ^toeof defeOce ot the projected 
Nazi ‘redoubt But General Patton crossed Into Abstria^ 
itself and Vos menacing L^nz Two towns of importance 
in Genanny, Regensburg aud Ingolstodt, and one in Czecho- 
slovakia Eger, had fallen to tire Third Array 

The battle inside Berlin followed « pattern which had 
become common daring this war The art of street fight* 
ins bas Wen carried to a perfection l{ was so in Stalin 
- and only Slightly less laBudapest The Germans 

j^Vgoded every 6lreet and every building In Berlin In 
aotte of this and in spite of Hitlers personal command the 
RusMadS Beie wisulog the battle. Berlin was outflanked, 
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bigEM pari o! It caqUtred nird Its ‘iffodToma taVeii. 
Tbe ci^j ifVfts bombed and bwrn*d and practically de‘ilro> 
cd before It wis finalls taken The Battle of Berlin lasted 
for more tban a fortnight 

GERHANV SURRENDERS 

On May 1 1945 the Allies amionnced that Germany 
had surrendered uncondilfonally The surrender took 
place at 2 41 p''n3. (French tlmel on the 1st of May at a 
little red school house which was General Eisenhowers 
headquarters The surrender ' as signed for Germany by 
Cwlonel General Gustav JodJ 1 he uncondhioual surrend 
et bronlht to on eud the greatest war that the world has 
Vnowo It ^U1 be misleading and felse In perspective to 
regard the surrender of t^e Germar^ forces ns merely the 
tfitimph of stipenor cannon Weary humanity must fain 
behere that 'ibe cotruog iears bold in store ^ brighter 
Helhj rearing its nJouutajiis from sercner waves An 
oppotluaity to mould the hr es of unborn generations now 
^ presents Us»lf to the statesmen of the world Thera will 
be couuUesa prajets that their feet may not stray from the 
path of Tighleousneas ^ 

"* The poppies of the Gelds o! Flanders ware foygotten in 
the glided halls of Versailles at the last judyraent of the 
nations. Heir Hitler, the iTchilect of the^second rnloi owes 
his rise to this oblivion ThowgU the war began tormally 
oa that September day six ye-vis ago Its origin is uu 
donbtedly the Iniqnltoos treaty of Versailles. Fut It is also 
Clear that the inherent Fiusstat is a of the Gerioans greeted 
loyfoUy a war of rewancAe 

At this distance of time the phenomenal successes of 
Herr Hitler la the early days ot the war appear only 
'■paturaU In View .of the ptepoadorence of t^e German arms 





Ik U safe to say that no one In Jilstery missed rJctory by 
a«di B small ttiarRln In the middle of 1940, oulv the 
Knplf«h Clnntiel slond l»etweeii him and (be cnn<l»est of 
(he irorld Hxectly Hl.e (be Or/tndr ol Nftp^Iea® 

In the last century the Nail hordes, hafiled by that small 
strip nt water marched east of the steppes, of Russia and 
to StfllinBrad It is nndotihted that the Invasion of Russia 
was the cardinal mistake of Herr JIltMr's strategy. 

It could be said bj the end of 1942, wftli the stranp® 
coincidence of tbe defence of Stalln/frad and the battle of 
El Alotncln occurrlnff almost slmnltnneousb. that the war 
had turned In favour of the Allies But not until the 
middle of 1944, fhoog’h Italy bad capitulated {n the meao' 
while, Was the coping atooe of victory laid After the 
rescue of France the avenging Russians and tbe western 
Allies drove back the Germans before them from both 
sides The fall of Berlin ended the war 

The German resistance did not end Immediately after 
the signing of tbe surrender. It continued for a week till 
Grand Admiral Doenitr declared the unconditional £ur> 
render of all the fighting Gernians troop? 6o May 7, 1945 
Immediately after the fall of Berlin Admiral poenlii 
became the Head of the Gcnnan Government and appointed 
the leading Reich Miniter. Count Schwerin Von Krosigfc 
for dealing wirh wsr task? und this minister broadcast the 
». surrender He said — After n heroic fight of about six 
year? of incoinparnble hardness Germany has succumbed 
to the overwhelming odd? of her enemies To cnaliaue 
the war would* only mean Bens«}less blooshed and futile 
disiutegratiou Government which has a feeling of rest' 
oonslhility future of its nation, was compelled on 

^ collapse of all physical and niatennl forces to demand 
of the enemy the cessation of hostilities. 
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“It -was the noblest task of the Admiral ot the Fleet / 
-and ot the Go’^ertmlfenl supporting him after the terrible 
sacrifices which the war demanded, to save^ iU the last 

phase of the war. the lives ot maximum number of fellow 

coatimmen. That the war was not ended immediately 

and simultaneously in the Ei^it and la the West Is to be 
exphlncd by this reason alone We end this gravest hour 
^ of the German nation and the Reich.*' 

' It was Admiral DocnUe who told the German people 
of 'Hitler's death. He claimed then that Hitler had 
appointed him as his successor ou the previous day. 
RutnoiiTS of Hitler’s death emeniied from Russian; sources 
even belore the fall of Berlin Even now it is not certain 
whether Hitler has really died. Rumours have It that 
Hitler has escaped and he Is In bldJog somewhere in South - 
America. The Allies have tostitnted a vigorous search- 
campaign to unearth Hitler. 

The end o! Mussolini, the Axis partner and the father 
of Eacsism In Europe^ came 5U3t leu days before the 
surrender of Germany. The story of MussoUul’a last hours 
^ was ’stranger than fiction'. The Duce was at Como, 
north of Milani and there ho assembled a "phantom** 
CouDcil of Ministers. He was the showman, to the end 
and Issued drajnatlc orders by Radio to Fascists residing 
south of the river Po to proceed at once to Como. 
Mussolini stUl hid 15.000 armed men at his disposal and 
the Allies demanded that these men should leave the town 
If the town was to be saved from bombing But MussoUal 
refused, to say a single word to save the town though the 
Allied planes repeatedly flaw over signifying that they 
meant business. The Inunedlste effect of hU action was 
that tbc Fascist armed soldiers, so long loyal to Mussolini, 
asserted him and he was forced to fise for life. He 



was captured ,aear the village of Dongo aear Como hj * 
compjlsar of the 62ud Communist OaubaMl brigade yrhlle 
,ha was frantically trying to escape b*yond the Swi®^ 
border. Mussollul was^weaniig a Germaa military cost 
which be hoped woald lieiif him lu crossing the 
frontier. Members of Jiis ' Cabinet ’ were with him. 

His captors decided on sumtnarj justice Afits a tan* 
minute trial at GiuHaua di Mazzegra near Como, Mussolini i 
was sentenced to death. At 4 p in on April 28 a firing 
squad of IS men of the Garibaldi division comiitanded by 
the Communist, Colonel MoscatelfJ, ended MtissoJJui’s lif* 

With the death of MnssoHoi and the disappearance of 
Bitter, Fascism and Nazism, os a Jliiug cult and creedi has 
stopped to exist It^is too early to say wbetlier*th* 
influence of these forces can be easily wiped out of exfsL 
eace with theead of the war The forces of Pasctsia aad 
Nazism held sway over the whole of Burope for more thaU 
fifteen years and the influence of these forces was fel^in 
oil copers of (he globe The coufjagratfoii these forces 
had started has uow been extinguished by the United 
Nations, but the taste of extirpating the Influence of s 
Fascism and Nazism, from the face of the earth still faces 
the leaders of the world. , 
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